
“LESSONS FROM THE BUCKET LIST” 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
As many of you know, my family and I took a true road trip – a true bucket list trip during our 2020 summer vacation.  We were very blessed to see countless 
beautiful and amazing sites that we had never seen before.  An additional unexpected bonus that I personally experienced during that trip were several 
reminders of several key life lessons that I hadn’t thought about in quite some time.  There were even a few new life lessons that this trip provided me with 
the chance to learn. Allow me the time and space to share some of those lessons from the Bucket List Trip with you below. Ten of the lessons I learned or 
were reminded of during our Bucket List Trip include . . . 
 
→Some things in life aren’t necessarily as scary as you’ve led yourself or have allowed others to lead you to believe. Driving through the city of Chicago on 
the weekday morning that we headed out on our Bucket List Trip reminded me of that fact.  I had been told by many people over the years and had 
convinced myself that Chicago was too big and too crazy for me to be able to even drive through it.  In the end, my drive through Chicago turned out to be 
about the same as Atlanta on a weekday morning and it reminded me of the words of Joshua 1:9. 
 
→Reality should always outweigh perception.  Before this trip, I held a faulty perception that South Dakota was in the middle of nowhere and that, other 
than for Mount Rushmore, had nothing to offer.  Our trip provided me with more than enough proof that this perception was completely false.  Badlands 
National Park alone would be enough to make it worth the drive to South Dakota. And then on top of this, it turns out that there are so many more awe-
inspiring sight to see and take in beyond Mount Rushmore throughout the Black Hills region of South Dakota.  Discovering the vast beauty in the “heart” of 
South Dakota’s Black Hills region reminded me of an important scriptural fact found in 1 Samuel 16:7b. 
 
→Remembering where we’ve been and where we’ve come from is paramount in navigating where we’re at and where we go from here.  Both Mount 
Rushmore National Monument and Crazy Horse Monument provided me with places to reflect on where we’ve been, where we’ve come from, where we’re 
at and where we go from here as a nation – the good, the bad and the ugly.  I had a fantastic time at both of these monuments, but it certainly gave me a 
lot to think about as well.  2 Chronicles 7:14 and Psalm 33:12a came to my mind while visiting both of these historic sites. 
 
→One lane tunnels and unending switchbacks are in and of themselves a faith journey.  I’ve driven my fair share of winding, mountainous roads throughout 
the course of my life.  In fact, I earned my learner’s permit and my original driver’s license in West Virginia.  However, both the Needles Highway and Iron 
Mountain Road in the South Dakota Black Hills, along with the Pikes Peak Highway in Colorado tested and stretched my skills by taking the term “winding 
road” to a whole other level.  I have never been on so many one lane tunnels and switchbacks on any single trip as I was on this trip.  As challenging as these 
drives were, each one served as a reminder to me of the twists and turns in my faith journey with Christ over the years.  Just as I made it through each of 
these drives on this trip, Jesus has been faithful to safely see me through every mile of my life’s journey up to this point!  Come what may, my faith still 
holds in Him and praise be to Him for the fact that He never disappoints.  Each of these driving experiences reminded me of Philippians 4:13 and Matthew 
28:20b. 
 
→Perspective is everything.  The views from the tops of Scott’s Bluff in Nebraska and Pikes Peak in Colorado were both majestic and breathtaking.  Each of 
these views provided me with an additional perspective of those area that I couldn’t have gotten otherwise.  As I stood and sat on each of these summits I 
was reminded of the fact that the Lord sees the big picture, He see what’s behind me and in front of me, and if I choose to allow Him to He can enable me 



to see things from His point of view thereby expanding my personal, limited perspective on things. In both of these locations I was reminded of the words 
of Mark 9:23b & 24 and 2 Corinthians 4:17 & 18. 
 
→More astounding and continual proof that our God exists.  I’ve already seen and experienced so many wonderful things in our world that have served as 
proof that our God is the one true God and the creator of the universe.  This trip allowed me to visit several new places (Badlands National, Custer State 
Park, Scott’s Bluff) and revisit a couple of others (Garden of the Gods and Pikes Peak) to further strengthen my faith and resolve in this belief. I was reminded 
of John 1:1-6 while experiencing each of these places along our Bucket List Trip. 
 
→Take the time to appreciate the simpler and smaller things of life.  Our Bucket List Trip served as a wonderful reminder to me of my need to slow down 
and enjoy the simplicity and uniqueness that is ours to discover across this world that the Lord has created.  I absolutely loved the simplicity of the small 
town of Keystone, located just outside of Mount Rushmore.  And the experience of being surrounded by a couple of different herds of bison along with 
seeing wild mules, prairie dogs, mule deer, prong horned deer as well as mountain sheep and goats off of the beaten path of the Custer State Park Wildlife 
Loop Road was absolutely amazing!  These places served as a great stress reliever and reminded me of the words of Matthew 11:28 and 1 Peter 5:7. 
 
→The road less traveled is sometimes the better road.  This specific trip afforded me several opportunities to travel stretches of road that are much less 
congested than what I’ve grown up with and been used to east of the Mississippi River.  For this trip these roads included I-90 through southern Minnesota 
and South Dakota, SR 71 in South Dakota and Nebraska and US 50 in Colorado and Kansas.  The words of Jesus from Matthew 7:13 & 14 came to my mind 
while traveling each of these less traveled routes! 
 
→Place the highest of value and priority on time with family because time is the one thing that we can never truly save or keep.  Our Bucket List Trip was 
both a reminder and a reinforcement of this place in my heart, soul and mind as well as a reminder of the truth of the words found in Psalm 90:12 and 
James 4:13 & 14. 
 
→There will always be more that I haven’t seen that I have seen – at least until I get to Heaven.  This trip caused me to really realize, like I never have before, 
just how little of the United States – let alone the entire world that I have actually seen in person.  I certainly hope to see more throughout the course of 
the remainder of my earthly life.  This realization reminded me of the truth found in 1 Corinthians 13:12. 
 
. . . My prayer is that the lessons I’ve come away with from my most recent Bucket List Trip will challenge, encourage and help you as much as they have 
me since I’ve returned from my time out west.  May God bless and keep each of you and your families in the new month ahead! 

 


