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“TIME IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE” 
Dear Church Family & Friends, 
 It’s hard to believe but spring is just around the corner. 
And with it will come warmer weather, flowers blooming, trees 
budding and plenty of outdoor activities.  But one of the things 
I look forward to most of all with the onset of spring is that 
special weekend when Daylight Savings Time begins.  I know it’s 
kind of rough losing that hour of sleep on that special weekend.  
But for me what I gain out of that weekend far outweighs what 
I lose.  It’s more than worth an entire hour of extra daylight.  
There is so much I can do with that extra daylight.  Tonya and I 
can go for a walk later into the evening and more outdoor 
activities can be added to our schedule.  But none of this would 
be possible for me without a willingness to give up that one hour 
on that one weekend each spring. 
 Think about this:  time is one of the most precious things 
we each possess.  It’s also one of the things we seem to misuse 
the most.  The choices of how we can spend our time seems 
endless.  And there are many worthy and important causes 
which vie for our time.  There are also many other ways we 
choose to spend our time that seem very important to us in the 
moment, but in the big picture of life, are actually unimportant.  
The famous saying goes that “a mind is a terrible thing to 
waste.”  But the same can be said when it comes to our time.  
The last part of verse 11 in Proverbs 12 states:   “. . . only fools 

idle away their time.”  Daylight Savings Time is one of those 
great opportunities for us to step back and take a moment, 
maybe even an hour, to assess how we are using our time.  How 
we spend our time is a major key in discovering who and what 
is most important to us in life. 
 Most of us are happy to give up one hour each spring to 
get an extra hour of daylight in return.  But what else are we 
willing to give up some of our time for?  Let me give us a few 
things to consider that are more than worthy of our time.  First, 
if we say we want to have a closer relationship with Jesus, we 
need to make sure we’re consistently committed to give up 
some of our time talking to Him and hearing from Him.  Next, if 
we say we want to discover and fulfill the purpose and plan 
Jesus has for our life, we need to make sure we’re consistently 
committed to give up some of our time being taught and 
discipled with our brothers and sisters in Christ at church as well 
as reading the Bible on our own.  And finally, if we say we want 
to have a closer relationship with our family, we need to make 
sure we’re consistently committed to give up some of our time 
to be with our family – communicating, laughing, crying, talking, 
caring, loving, supporting and so much more.  Keep in mind, it’s 
not always the amount of time we sacrifice that matters most, 
but the quality of the time we give.  Are we willing to give an 
hour this spring for that extra daylight?  Great!  But are we also 
willing to give that extra time out of our busy schedule to 
develop a deeper relationship with Jesus and discover His 
purpose and plan for our life?  Are we willing to give that extra 
time to develop a closer relationship with our families? May we 
each allow God to help us this spring and beyond to use or time 
more wisely! 

inHISgrip,                                                  
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Congregational Prayer Concerns 

 
Sympathies to the family of Lena Gordon on her passing 

 

Church Family 
Andrew (Kim) Mackey   Brian Hunt   Gary Neal    

Ernie Hanna   David Boram 
 

Extended Family & Friends 
Jim Semler – brother of Don Semler 

Misty Truitt – daughter of Dan Denney 
Juanita Leffingwell – sister of Mary Stone 

Kristina Craig – daughter-in-law of Richard & Terrie Craig 

 

 

Dear Church of God Members,   

 Thank you so much for your continuing support of Raintree 

Habitat for Humanity.  Please be assured your generous monetary 

gift will be put to good use as we continue to build homes for those 

in our community who are certainly deserving, but just less fortunate 

than others.   

 For your information, all donations to Habitat actually keep 

giving back to the community long after the actual gift.  Because 

Habitat homeowners are required to pay a no-interest mortgage 

payment based upon the construction cost, their monthly payments 

for a house you helped build are reinvested into another house and 

the next homeowner does the same thing.  In a way, your donation 

keeps on giving and giving and giving! 

 Your continued partnership with Raintree Habitat is gratefully 

appreciated.  We can only continue this local mission with financial 

and volunteer support. 

 Thank you again!  May God bless you for your generosity! 

                                                    Alan McCraine, Executive Director 

 

Thank you for your January gift to Camp Challenge!  As we begin a 

new year, we look forward to all the amazing things God will do in 

2019 and give thanks for your part in ensuring that the ministry of 

Camp Challenge has the funds to continue its work!  This month, we 

begin the process of hiring summer staff and recruiting session 

volunteers. We ask for your prayers over these individuals and the 

invaluable work they will be doing for the Kingdom! 

                                                                                Camp Challenge 

 

Thank you so very much for your kindness that was shown to us 

after Mom’s funeral. The food you prepared was not only delicious, 

but greatly appreciated.  More importantly, the time you gave us to 

fellowship with our family in a setting that Mom and Dad loved so 

much was beyond special.  The Church of God will always hold a 

sincere specialness in our hearts. 

                                             Kay Conn, Susan Davis and Jim Staton 

 

Dear South Memorial Drive Church of God,   

 Thank you.   

 You have partnered with us to change lives and places; to 

join lives and remove obstacles for reconciliation.   

 We have reached record numbers of youth with the Gospel, 

shared with them love, and built in them hope.  We have supported 

hundreds of single parents, families and those on the verge of 

dislocation to find stability and a path forward.  We have built 

resilience through our women’s group and been a source of courage 

for our homeless friends who had their shelter closed. 

 We were also able to expand this year in some dramatic 

ways.  We added ColorATL, an arts program, adult coloring book 

and network of artists, to the REMERGE family.  We also opened 

our Community Building and Design Studio in historic Sweet Auburn 

where we are bringing together a group of collaborators to make 

eco-system wide lasting change. 

 Without your partnership we wouldn’t have been able to 

accomplish this work or to be in a position to take on the many 

opportunities in 2019 to further the mission of REMERGE. 

 Thank you and we look forward to our continued partnership. 

                                    Andy Odle, M.Div., Ph.D., Executive Director 



IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR FOOD PANTRY WELL 

STOCKED WE WILL BE ASKING FOR SPECIFIC 

ITEMS EACH MONTH.  March is cans of pineapple, 

peaches, oranges, pears, fruit cocktail, applesauce 

or tropical fruit salad.  Drop your donation in the 

shopping cart in the Community Room.   

 
 

KARING KEENAGERS  

THURSDAY, MARCH 14  

Come and join us at 11:00 AM for a time of 

fun, fellowship, devotions and singing.  We 

meet the second Thursday of each month 

with the Senior Citizens in our church.  Our 

special guest all day will be Rev. Lloyd Bowen, former pastor at 

Rushville Church of God.  Lloyd now works with the senior group at 

Madison Park Church of God in Anderson.  He will be bringing his 

autoharp and will be here at 11:00 AM as well as 1 PM to sing and 

speak for you.  If you need transportation, call Bill Clampitt at 765-

529-3013 or 765-524-9462. 

 
 

WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS/DELAYS 
If there is a need to cancel or delay services 
you will now receive a call to either your 
home phone or cell phone. This recorded 
message will have the details on the 

closing/delay.  You will also be able to see closing/delay information 
on Facebook and TV channels 4, 59 and 13.   

 
 

CBO ENVELOPES AVAILABLE and 
WE WANT YOUR CHANGE 

CWC has prepared envelopes for you to use to 
help save weekly for the 2019 Christ Birthday 
Offering.  The envelopes are available in the 
Community Room. Also, located at the 

Welcome Center and various locations around the church, are 
containers for you to drop in any loose change you have each week.  

WINTER WEATHER CHURCH 
OFFICE CLOSINGS 
JUST A REMINDER 

The church policy for closing the office 
due to inclement weather states that the office will follow the New 
Castle School closings.  If New Castle Schools are closed due to 
weather the church office will be closed. If there is a two hour delay 
due to weather, the church will open at 10:00 AM on those days. 

 
 
We are restarting Cell Small Groups.  If 
you would be interested in being a part of 
a new small group, please sign the sheet 
located on the table in the Community 
Room.  There is also a place on the signup 
sheet for you to indicate if you would be 
willing to serve as a leader or co-leader.  

Once we have our leaders in place, watch upcoming bulletins for 
days and times each group will be meeting so you can choose a 
group to join that will best fit in to your schedule.  If you have any 
questions or need information see Senior Elder, Mike Cox. 

 
 

DON’T FORGET TO SET YOUR CLOCK 
AHEAD ONE HOUR WHEN YOU GO TO BED 
ON SATURDAY NIGHT, MARCH 9 SO YOU 
WON’T BE LATE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AND CHURCH ON MARCH 10. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
FREEDOM SUNDAY 

MARCH 10 
GUEST SPEAKER:  PASTOR TAMI BYRD 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT SPIRITUAL 
DEVELOPMENT CLASS 

BEGINS MARCH 13 at 7:00 PM 
IN ROOM 207 

What adjective best characterizes your faith?  
Would you say it’s dynamic . . . genuine . . . 
flourishing?  Or would elusive . . . stalled . . . 
ineffective describe it better? 

Imagine how different your outlook on life 
would be if you had absolute confidence that 

God was with you.  Imagine how differently you would respond to 
difficulties, temptations, and even good things if you knew with 
certainty that God was in all of it and was planning to leverage it for 
good. In other words, imagine what it would be like to have 
PERFECT faith.  In this study, Andy Stanley builds a biblical case 
for five things God uses to grow BIG faith. 

Pastor Chris will facilitate this six session DVD based Bible study by 
Andy Stanley.  Class size is limited, so please sign up at the table 
in the Community Room.  A participant’s guide is highly 
recommended for the class.  

In order to assure delivery in time for the class, deadline to purchase 
your guide through the office is Sunday, February 10.  Participant’s 
Guide:  $11.00. 

Order envelopes are located by the sign-up sheet in the Community 
Room.  Insert your cash or check made payable to SMDCOG in the 
envelope and drop in the offering plate or place in mailbox #109. 

 

 

On Sunday evening, March 31, join us in the Sanctuary for an 
evening of special music and praise beginning at 6:00 PM. 

WE NEED YOUR GRADUATION INFO 
If you are a high school or college graduate 
this year, please stop by the table in the 
Community Room and pick up a “Graduate 
Information” sheet.  Fill out the information 
and return to the church office, place in 
mailbox #109 or drop in the offering plate by 
Sunday, April 14. 

 
 

MARCH 2019 DAILY HOLIDAYS, SPECIAL & WACKY DAYS 
 

March 1 National Pig Day 
March 2 Old Stuff Day 
March 3 National Anthem Day 
March 4 Hug a GI Day 
March 5 National Cheese Doodle Day 
March 6 National Frozen Food Day 
March 7 National Crown Roast of Pork Day 
March 8 National Peanut Cluster Day 
March 9 Barbie Day 
March 10 National Blueberry Popover Day 
March 11 Johnny Appleseed Day 
March 12 Plant a Flower Day 
March 13 Ear Muff Day 
March 14 National Potato Chip Day 
March 15 National Peanut Lovers Day 
March 16 National Artichoke Heart Day 
March 17 Corned Beef and Cabbage Day 
March 18 National Sloppy Joe Day 
March 19 Poultry Day 
March 20 Proposal Day 
March 21 Fragrance Day 
March 22 National Goof Off Day 
March 23 National Chip & Dip Day 
March 24 National Chocolate Covered Raisin Day 
March 25 Waffle Day 
March 26 National Spinach Day 
March 27 World Theater Day 
March 28 Something on a Stick Day 
March 29 National Lemon Chiffon Cake Day 
March 30 Take a Walk in the Park day 
March 31 National Crayon Day 


