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Monday, November 18th, 2019 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family healthy, well, and blessed!  
The Holiday Season is upon us yet again.  Thanksgiving Day is less than 
two weeks away and Christmas Day is just a little over a month away!  
Before we know it we will be entering a new year and a new decade!  
One of the things I’m most thankful for during this time of year is that it 
provides us with a season of “good news.”  In a world where we seem to 
be continually bombarded with bad news and fake news it’s good to have 
a season of each year that serves as a reminder that in the Christ of 
Christmas we find “good news of great joy” that has been tried, tested 
and found to be true since that very first Christmas!  In fact, Luke 2:10 
reminds us of this “good news of great joy” that is for all of us— “But 
the angel reassured them, ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said.  ‘I bring you good 
news that will bring great joy to all people.’”   
 
This “good news” of the Christ of Christmas brings with it restoring hope, 
energizing love, persistent joy and a peace that passes all understanding.  
Over the past 2000 years, people just like you and me have found that 
personally experiencing the source of this “good news”—our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ—has enriched, and even, transformed our daily lives!  
If you’ve yet to experience the source of this “good news”—the original 
and greatest Christmas gift of all time—Jesus Christ, I encourage you to 
discover the transformational truth of His love, joy, peace and hope by 
starting a personal relationship with Him today! 
 
The Christmas season provides joy as we celebrate the birth of God’s 
Son.  Here in the United States we are living in turbulent times.  Our 
society and culture seem to be anything but peaceful and calm on so 
many levels.  
 

During the Christmas season, the Church of God will be joining together 
once again to do our part toward advancing the mission to ensure that 
this “good news of great joy”—this gift of Jesus Christ—comes to be 
known by everyone world-wide.  We will be specifically seeking to do 
this during the four weeks of Advent by reflecting on weekly Advent 
readings during Sunday services, by intentionally praying for the 
ministries of the church locally and around the world, and by giving 
cheerfully to the Christ’s Birthday Observance Offering. 
 
This annual observance in monetary giving is organized by Christian 
Women Connection of the Church of God out of Anderson, Indiana.  The 
2019 Christ Birthday Observance will be used to support frontline 
ministries of the church on a local, national and global level.  The goal 
for the North American Church for this year’s Observance is once again 
$1,000,000.00.  The goal for our local congregation here at South 
Memorial Church for the 2019 Observance is $5,000.00.   
 
I trust that many of us have been saving toward this cause for the last 
several months by setting aside weekly or monthly funds in the manila 
envelopes that our local Christian Women Connection Group provided us 
with at the start of this year.  Now I ask that each of us prayerfully 
consider what we should add to that total and be prepared to generously 
give toward the cause of local and global mission when the 2019 Christ’s 
Birthday Observance Offering will be collected just a little over a month 
from now.   
 
Our congregation’s collective “undesignated” gift will be combined with 
countless others from across North America to help support the 
coordination and administration of missions both within North America 
as well as across the globe.  These funds will also be used to train future 
spiritual leaders within our Church of God colleges, to aid the continued 
work of church agencies such as Servant Solutions, and to create 
curriculum and programming that will disciple and equip followers of 
Christ at the local congregational level.  In other words, the financial 
gifts we collect through the 2019 Christ’s Birthday Observance will be 
used to build up and further the work of the Church!  It will be used to 
help broaden the message and effect of the tested, tried and true 
transformational “good news” of the Christ of Christmas to all people—
helping to communicate this life changing news across our entire globe! 
 
This year’s Christ’s Birthday Observance Offering will be collected during 
our morning worship gathering on Sunday, December 22nd.  Please join 
me over the coming weeks between now and then in praying for and 
seeking out the Lord’s guidance as to what He would have each of us to 
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give toward this annual offering in the life of our local church and in the 
life of the Church of God in North America.  The Holy Spirit can use this 
unique annual opportunity as one of the many ways by which we can do 
our part in being Jesus’ messengers of His “good news” in the life of the 
church, our society, our culture, and our world! 
 
As I close, allow me to thank each of you as our church family for all of 
your love and encouragement that you have showered upon my family 
and me over these past twelve years.  I continue to count the opportunity 
I’ve been given to partner with each of you in life and in the fulfillment 
of the mission and purpose of Jesus Christ, here at South Memorial 
Church of God, one of my life’s greatest blessings!  May each of us seek 
to be better messengers of the “good news” of the Christ of Christmas 
throughout the upcoming Advent season as well as in the New Year and 
the new decade ahead!  I look forward to the joy and excitement of 
celebrating the Advent of our Savior and the love, joy, peace and hope 
of His coming with our South Memorial Church family for another 
Christmas season.  From my family to yours, we wish each of you the 
merriest of Christmases, a very happy and blessed New Year and start to 
the new decade ahead!   
 

inHISgrip, 
 
 
 

Pastor Chris 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Prayer Concerns 
 

Church Family 
Isabelle Cumins   David Boram   Lee Miller   Ralph Fairchild   Jim Nipp 

Richard & Sharon Wittbold   Sharon Fallon   Tonya Conwell    
Phyllis Denney   Ernie & Mildred Hanna   Wanda Byrd    

Extended Family & Friends 
Don Hill – son-in-law of Helen Picket 

Jim Maze – nephew of Mike & Mikie Maze 
Rev. Gene Fontleroy – brother of Nell Cole 
Amanda Baldwin – friend of Connie Davis 

Jack Haynes – neighbor of Brooke Williams 
Tina Seibel – daughter of Larry & Rita Haler 

John Lee & family – co-worker of Bobi Ragan 
Robert Alspaugh – brother of Rocky Alspaugh 

Ken Withers – husband of Betty Lewellen’s caregiver 
Bob Lines – friend of SMDCOG         Bob Caroll – friend of Larry Reamer   

 
 

Dear SMDCOG,  Thank you for your generosity.  Your are helping 
us fulfill the Great Commission throughout the world.  One way to 
reach the nations is to empower the nations themselves to become 
carriers of the Good News.  The African Authorship Collective (AAC) 
project seeks to do just this by investing in African authors, editors, 
designers and marketers in the publication of Christian material.  
The AAC’s long-term goal is for the project itself to become a self-
sustaining, African-led publishing house where Christian academics 
from across the continent may come and see their work and 
research move to print.  With your help, WGM missionaries around 
the world are mentoring national Christians and spreading the Good 
News.  Thank you for your generosity.         In Christ, Dr. Dan Schafer 
 
Dear Friends, Thank you for your recent contribution of $200 to 
support Raintree Habitat for Humanity.  Because of caring 
individuals and community partners, we are able to continue the 
mission of building affordable homes in Henry County for deserving 
families.Since 1991, 40 families have been placed in new homes, 
making a real change for them.  This year Boarshead Provisions 
made a major donation toward a new home currently being built at 
1420 S 19th Street.  They also provided crews of volunteers on 
Saturdays last Spring.  We will hopefully move that family in the first 
of next year.                      Partners in Building Hope!  Alan J McCraine 



Dear Members of SMDCOG,  On behalf of the Westminister 
Community Center Board of Directors & Staff, I wish to thank you 
for your donation of $200.00  Each contribution, large or small, 
enables our agency to reach out and touch the lives of families within 
the Henry County area in their time of greatest need.  It is your 
generous gift which assists us in bringing change in the lives of so 
many!  Thanks so much for partnering with us in our effort to help 
others help themselves!                      Jeff Kundert, Executive Director 
 
Dear South Memorial Drive Church of God,  The Christian Love Help 
Center, Inc. would like to extend a cordial thank you for your 
monetary contribution of $200.  It is because of caring individuals 
like you that the CLHC is able to meet the ongoing needs in our 
community.  We appreciate your thoughtfulness in using our agency 
for your financial contribution.  The Christian Love Center-Shelter, 
Inc. is devoted to the continuation of our mission of ministering to 
the indigent and otherwise needy of this community, and in helping 
others help themselves.  Thank you again for your support! 
                                                                     Juanita Suggs, Director 
 
Families of SMDCOG,  Thank you for your continued support of 
families of children with special needs through your support of 
Victory Lane.  Your generosity brings smiles to the faces of children 
and the families who love them.                               Sincerely, Tiffanny 
 
Thank you for your gift to Camp Challenge.  This month we continue 
hosting guest groups as the fall colors arrive.  We are grateful for 
each and every group that chooses to use the camp – not only for 
the impact they have to the Kingdom at large, but also because of 
the additional resources they provide for camp’s ministry, combined 
with your faithful support, this provision allows for the continual 
improving of our staff, programs and facilities to better serve our 
campers and guests in Jesus’ name!                          Camp Challenge 
 
South Memorial Drive Church of God,  Thank you for your donation 
to the Guest House.  We appreciate your support of the men’s 
shelter.                                                             The Guest House staff 
 
Dear Members of South Memorial Drive Church of God,  It is with a 
grateful heart I am writing to you, and saying “Thank You” for the 
amazing opportunity to come and share the transformation work 

God is doing in Africa.  Thank you for partnering with us as a host 
for the 2019 Kuyasa Kids Choir Tour benefiting the orphan children 
of Africa. This event is one of Horizon International’s greatest 
opportunities to create an awareness of the Kingdom opportunity to 
provide hope to an orphan child. Through the support of your 
generous congregation, 1 orphan child received sponsorship.  The 
generosity of the South Memorial Drive Church of God contributed 
to the overall success of the choir tour with over 150 orphans being 
sponsored in total. The success of the event and all of our work 
would not be possible without your generous contribution. 
 
We were humbled by the generosity and hospitality that was so 
graciously shown to the young men and women of the choir.  
Nothing could have prepared us for the overwhelming response of 
love and compassion that was displayed through each person in the 
congregation during our time at the South Memorial Drive Church of 
God.  The mightiness of your hearts is having an immense impact 
on your community and God’s Kingdom.  Everyone recognized 
those desires that God has filled each person’s heart with and 
displayed an eagerness to reach out beyond the New Castle 
community.  It’s not every day that you get to witness a group of 
people who are willing to view a situation through their spiritual lens 
and see the Kingdom opportunities that are presented to them.  We 
were filled with joy as you graciously responded through prayer, 
child sponsorship and financial gifts. We gratefully and humbly 
appreciate the opportunity given to us by the South Memorial Drive 
Church of God family, and we look forward to a continued fruitful 
relationship with all of you! 
 
We pray that the South Memorial Drive Church of God family will 
continue to thrive as blessings from our Heavenly Father are poured 
out over each one of you.  That your desire to reach all the nations 
is a flame that continues on, never burning out.  That you will 
continue to have ears that hear God’s word and that He will provide 
you with insight and wisdom from His infinite knowledge.  That you 
will always look for His insight and wisdom as if it were silver and 
gold, storing it within you as a precious treasure.  We pray that you 
will always see the brokenness that surrounds you each day, 
reacting out of love and compassion, humbly and willingly following 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, bringing heaven to earth for those 
who are hurting.   Thanks and God Bless You!  Horizon International 



CHRISTIAN WOMEN CONNECTION HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 FROM 9:00 AM TO 6:00 PM 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 FROM 9:00 AM TO 2:00 PM 
 

Bake sale items such as pies, cakes, breads, candy, cookies, 
cupcakes, etc. are needed for the “Country Store” table.  Items will 
be needed for both Friday and Saturday with Friday being the 
busiest day.  You may sign up to make a donation to the “Country 
Store” during Sunday School class or drop by the table in the 
Community Room.  Your items may be dropped off beginning each 
day of the Bazaar. 
 
Also plan to visit the Bazaar and have lunch on Friday or Saturday 
or your evening meal on Friday night.  The kitchen will be open and 
serving Ham and Beans with cornbread, Sloppy Joes, Chili, Chicken 
Salad, Vegetable Soup and homemade desserts.  The price is right 
and the food is great, so bring the whole family! 

 
 

If you would be interested in becoming a part of 
our small group ministry, you may contact any 
of the following small group leaders for time, 
location and any additional information 
regarding their small group. 

 
Bruce Howe (524-8241) & Nancy McCullers (465-1538) Group 
Mike Betten (686-0545) & Rob Upchurch’s (520-9034) Group 

Lance Howe (520-0142) & Brian Hunt’s (524-1921) Group 
Shari Neal’s Group (524-2540) or Pastor Chris’ Group (465-1933) 
 

If you would like to bring in a poinsettia to decorate 
the church for the Christmas season, you may 
begin bringing them in on December 1.  If you are 
placing them in memory or honor of someone, 
please mark them so they can be returned to you 
after the holiday. 

 
 

During this year’s Christ’s Birthday Observance 
for the Church of God worldwide we are asking 
everyone to join together for a 25-day prayer vigil.  
With so much division in our world, how powerful 
it is for the church to join together praying for our 
leaders, the Church and the world!  If you would 
like to participate, sign up at the table in the 
Community Room and pick up the calendar that 
lists the states and countries you are to pray for 
each day.  

 
 

On Sunday, December 22 at 10:30 AM we 
will have a service of prayer, praise and 
singing of carols.  It will also be a time of 
remembrance as we memorialize those of 
our congregation who have gone home to 
be with the Lord this year. 

 
 
IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR FOOD PANTRY 
WELL STOCKED WE WILL BE ASKING FOR 
SPECIFIC ITEMS EACH MONTH.  December is 
cans of corn, green beans, small cans of soup, 
boxes of mac n’ cheese, scalloped potatoes, 
muffin mix, stuffing, pasta salad and packages of 

noodles or rice with sauce or mashed potatoes. Drop your donation 
in the shopping cart in the Community Room.   

 
 
 
 
 



If you would like to save a little money on postage, 
you can “mail” your Christmas cards to members of 
our congregation.  Write the recipient’s name on the 
card and drop them in the box located in the 
Community Room near the mailboxes.  The 
Discipleship Class will sort the cards and put them 

in the mailboxes.  If you would like to make a free will donation, just 
put your money in an envelope and drop in with your cards.  All 
money collected will be given to support our own Heart to Hand 
Food Pantry.  You may begin bringing your cards in on Sunday, 
December 1, but they must be to the church by 9:30 AM on 
December 22 in order to assure delivery by Christmas.  Make sure 
to check your mailbox weekly to pick up your Christmas Cards. 

 
 

Just a reminder!  If New Castle schools are 
closed due to inclement weather (also known as 
e-learning days), the church office will also be 
closed.  If New Castle schools are delayed by 
two hours, the office will open two hours late. 

 
 

KARING KEENAGERS 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12  

We will meet at the church at 10:00 AM 
and head to Muncie for lunch at 11:00 AM. 
We’ll be eating at By Hand & Fork located 
at 1617 N Wheeling.  After lunch, those 
who are riding in the van will head to the 

Muncie Mall for some Christmas shopping.  If you do not want to 
shop after lunch you need to drive on your own. If you need 
transportation, call Bill Clampitt at 765-529-3013 or 765-524-9462.  

 
 

Our All Church Christmas Dinner will be 
held on Sunday evening, December 15 
at 6:00 PM.  Meat, dressing, table 
service and drinks will be provided and 
each family is to bring a well-filled basket 
of sides, salads and desserts. You won’t 

want to miss all the fun, fellowship & good food. 

 

“These offerings are in addition to those for the LORD’S 

Sabbaths and in addition to your gifts and whatever you have 

vowed and all the freewill offerings you give to the Lord.”  

(Leviticus 23:38) 

 
If you didn’t get a chance to designate your promise amount on 
Faith Promise Sunday, you can pick up a Faith Promise Pledge 
card on the table in the Community Room.  Please designate 
your promise amount in the space provided, and drop the card in 
the Honduras Chest located just outside the Sanctuary doors.  The 
funds collected through Faith Promise are a great blessing to those 
ministries that are supported through our Faith Promise 
commitments; some actually depend on these gifts to meet 
operational expenses throughout the year.  Faith Promise funds 
should be funds over and above your regular tithe amount.  The 
“promise” of this giving comes from the “faith” that God will provide 
unexpected funds to you that can be passed along to Faith Promise 
to help spread the Word of God throughout local, state, national and 
worldwide missions.  
 

 
2020 MINISTRIES RECEIVING SUPPORT 

Henry County Pregnancy Care Center 
Guest House Men’s Shelter 

World Gospel Mission   
Horizon International 

Remerge (formerly Church on the Street Atlanta) 
Corey & Abby Stocksdale – missionaires to Botswana 

Tim & Joy Coppess – missionaires to Botswana 
Youth Life of Henry County 

Victory Lane Camp  
Steve & Alyssa Dueck (Campus Crusade for Christ) 



CHRISTMAS AT CORNERSTONE 
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

Cornerstone Campground located at 
75 W CR 500 S is inviting everyone 
to their first Festival of Lights.  Over 
700,000 Christmas lights will be 
burning at this walk through event 

that will run Friday thru Sunday of the 3 full weekends in December 
prior to Christmas.  There will be light displays set up by some 
members of our congregation.  We are asking you to support this 
event, especially on Sunday evening December 8.  At the end of the 
light tour they will have music on dedicated evenings. We are asking 
you to support Cornerstone’s event since they are supporting us by 
promoting our congregation to the attenders of this event as a 
church they might want to visit in the New Year. 

 
 

 
DIVE AT SCHOOL 

Discovering 
Important 
Values for 

Eternity 
Our congregation has been 
asked to participate in the 

local DIVE Program that will be starting at Riley Elementary the 
beginning of February 2020.  DIVE at School has partnered with 
other churches and other denominations in the city of New Castle to 
give every elementary school child the opportunity to experience the 
love of Jesus and come to know our creative God in an environment 
where they go every day and are already comfortable!  They need 
volunteers to go to Riley Elementary once a week to play games, 
have fun, snacks and to give value training lessons from characters 
in the Bible to the kids.  After the first year of DIVE at a participating 
school, they saw an 85% decrease in principal office visits.  On 
Sunday, December 1, Shari Neal will be giving additional 
information about this program and how you can volunteer to help.  
Please be in prayer for this ministry and pray about how the Lord 
can use you in this important outreach to the kids in our community. 
 
 


