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“SEEING THE BIGGER PICTURE” 
 

It continues to be a great privilege and blessing to be a part of the 
South Memorial Church family and to serve as the Lead Pastor. I’m 
thankful for the opportunity God continues to afford to me of living out 
the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ with and for each and every 
one of you over the course of another twelve months!  The love, 
encouragement, support and care that so many of you continue to 
show toward my family and I year after year is a cherished gift.  I do 
want to take a moment to communicate my thanks to the 
congregation just once more for the gift of time off during the month 
of August.  This thoughtful and selfless gift of love to Tonya and me 
in honor of our 25th wedding anniversary was a unique blessing that 
we will never forget. 
 
As with previous years gone by, 2019 saw its share of both ups and 
downs for our congregation.  With that being the case, 2019 was yet 
another year where South Memorial continued to be blessed by the 
provision and faithfulness of the Lord throughout each and every one 
of those ups and downs.  Over the past year we have heard of His 
faithfulness through the testimony of some who have experienced 
physical protection, provision and restoration through His touch. We 
have witnessed His faithfulness to provide even while we remain 
without a permanent part time Worship Pastor.  We have seen His 
faithfulness through the testimony of those who have chosen to be 
baptized over the course of this past year.  We have seen His 
trustworthiness at work by choosing to allow Him to use us yet again 
as His loving ambassadors and servants by reaching out to others in 
our community through another successful Faith in Action Weekend.  
As with many of the past years that I have served here in New Castle, 
we have also seen God prove His trustworthiness more than once in 

2019 by providing for some of our congregational needs – both 
individual and collectively.  Yes, 2019 has been a year where in both 
good times and bad, the Lord has proven to be worthy of our full trust 
yet again! As I reflect back over the course of these past twelve 
months the words of Isaiah 26:4 rise to the forefront of my mind – 
“Trust in the Lord always, for the Lord God is the eternal Rock.” 
May this past year serve as another reminder to us of our need to 
continue to make the Lord our solid rock foundation and to place our 
full trust in Him always! 
 
Over the course of 2018 and 2019 the Elder Board has been hard at 
work planning out and developing ideas and opportunities to aid our 
congregation living out the challenge that I asked our congregation 
to begin to focus on around this same time last year.  That specific 
challenge was for those of us who call South Memorial our home 
church to “commit to develop a renewed commitment and focus 
on Fellowship & Hospitality which will result in a healthier 
holistic environment where more and better opportunities for 
Shepherding and Disciple-Making will be created which will lead 
to deeper Spiritual and new Numerical growth taking place in 
the life of our congregation which will put us in a better strategic 
position to more successfully and consistently live out Christ’s 
Great Commandment and Great Commission with the people of 
our community and beyond!” 
 
With us quickly approaching a new decade here in the 21st century, 
I’m going to be asking our Elder Board to team up with me yet again.  
I’m going to be asking them to spend 2020 and 2021 focusing on the 
bigger picture on behalf of our congregation and community.  
Together we’ll be coming up with new ideas, fresh ways and broader 
opportunities to build upon the challenge I’ve already mentioned 
above and that I’ve already asked us as a congregation to be 
focusing on.  We will seek to accomplish this by expanding our vision 
and focus to include three additional key areas of necessary 
challenge and commitment. The first of these three new areas of 
challenge is the challenge of connecting the people of our 
congregation and community to God and to each other.  The 
second challenge is to facilitate an active and immersive 
connection between the outreaching ministry of our 
congregation and the actual culture and community of New 
Castle and Henry County.  The third challenge is to resource the 
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people and finances of our congregation in a way that affirms, 
reflects and connects our call and commitment to live out the 
Great Commandment (Mark 12:28-31), New Commandment 
(John 13:34 & 35), Golden Rule (Luke 6:32) and Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) which Jesus spoke of while He 
walked this earth. 
 
It is my goal that by the end of 2020 or the start of 2121 our leadership 
will have a “bigger picture plan” in place so that these three new 
areas of challenge can become additional areas of challenge to the 
one we’ve already been focusing on.  When that time comes, I’ll be 
asking the congregation to connect with us as Pastoral Staff and 
Elders to live each of these challenges out together.  I believe that as 
we continue to faithfully seek to meet the challenge of 2018 and 2019 
and build out from that challenge by living out these three additional 
changes for 2020 and 2021 through the wisdom and strength of the 
Holy Spirit we will put or congregation in the best possible position to 
connect with New Castle and Henry County in a way that allows us 
to fulfill the purpose and mission that Christ would have for us to live 
out both within our community and county.  I believe these to be 
necessary commitments for our church to make as a part of the 21st 
century American Church with the new decade that is about to begin. 
 
I bring this annual report to a close with a series of questions. Will 
you be a part of this “bigger picture?” Are you willing to connect with 
me and connect with the Elder Board in seeing, accepting and 
seeking to live out the “bigger picture” of who Christ has called South 
Memorial Church of God to be?  Are you willing to pray about making 
a commitment to accepting and living out each of these challenges 
so that we can be the light, salt, servants, witnesses and 
ambassadors of Christ that He has called us to be in the decade 
ahead? Are you willing to be a worker out in the great harvest field of 
souls that is New Castle and Henry County?  My prayer is that all of 
us will choose to be a part of this “bigger picture” of being the church 
that Christ has called us to be with and for the people of our 
community and county.  My prayer is that we will all accept and seek 
to live out these challenges.  My prayer is that we will all seek the 
wisdom and power of the Holy Spirit so that we might succeed in all 
of these commitments.  My prayer is that South Memorial Church will 
experience its best spiritual growth decade ever so that we might be 
used by God in a key and vital role in a great spiritual revival that I 

believe can still sweep across New Castle and Henry County during 
the new decade that lies ahead. 
 
I still believe the same promise from God’s Word that I shared at the 
conclusion of last year’s report is a promise that is equally fitting to 
conclude this year’s report with.  2nd Chronicles 7:14 states – “If my 
people who are called by my name will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will 
hear from Heaven and will forgive their sin and restore their 
land.” May we as a collective group of Christ followers who call 
South Memorial Church our home be more committed than ever to 
prayer, reading God’s Word, seeking the Lord’s face and being ready 
and willing to see and be part of the “bigger picture” that Jesus is 
calling us to be a part of in the overall process of our own spiritual 
renewal as well as the spiritual renewal of our community.  May God 
bless and keep each one of you and your families in the lead up and 
start of a brand-new decade of opportunities! 

inHISgrip, 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Prayer Concerns 
 

Church Family 
Isabelle Cumins   David Boram   Lee Miller   Ralph Fairchild 
Richard & Sharon Wittbold   Sharon Fallon   Tonya Conwell    

Ernie & Mildred Hanna   Wanda Byrd    
Bethany Danner   Mikie Maze 

 
Extended Family & Friends 

Bob Lines – friend of SMDCOG 
Bob Caroll – friend of Larry Reamer   

Don Hill – son-in-law of Helen Pickett  
Jack Haynes – neighbor of Brooke Williams 
Tina Seibel – daughter of Larry & Rita Haler 

Robert Alspaugh – brother of Rocky Alspaugh 
Ken Withers – husband of Betty Lewellen’s caregiver 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Our Church Family,  Thank you for your thoughtful and generous 
gift for Pastor’s Appreciation Month!  We love and appreciate you all 
so much!                                                             Pastor Chris & Tonya 
 
 
Dear South Memorial Drive Church of God,  The Christian Love Help 
Center, Inc. would like to extend a cordial thank you for your 
monetary contribution of $200.00.  It is because of caring individuals 
like you that the CLHC is able to meet the ongoing needs in our 
community.  We appreciate your thoughtfulness in using our agency 
for you financial contribution.  The Christian Love Help Center-
Shelter, Inc. is devoted to the continuation of our mission of 
ministering to the indigent and otherwise needy of this community, 
and in helping others help themselves. Thank you again for your 
support!                                            Sincerely, Juanita Suggs, Director 

KARING KEENAGERS 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14  

We will meet for our regular meeting 
at the church at 11:00 AM.  We will 
have a time of singing, fellowship, 
devotions and prayer.  Lunch will be 
served at Noon for a cost of $3 per 
person.  At 1:00 PM Jack Danner 

will be in charge of the afternoon program.  Jack is a career military 
person and he will be sharing his experiences with us.  If you need 
transportation, call Bill Clampitt at 765-529-3013 or 765-524-9462. 

 
 

If you would be interested in becoming a part of 
our small group ministry, you may contact any 
of the following small group leaders for time, 
location and any additional information 
regarding their small group. 

 
Bruce Howe (524-8241) & Nancy McCullers (465-1538) Group 
Mike Betten (686-0545) & Rob Upchurch’s (520-9034) Group 

Lance Howe (520-0142) & Brian Hunt’s (524-1921) Group 
Shari Neal’s Group (524-2540) or Pastor Chris’ Group (465-1933)

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are planning a mission trip to Remerge in Atlanta (formerly 
Church on the Street) with a tentative date of June 8-13, 2020.  WE 
NEED A FEW MORE PEOPLE TO SIGN UP FOR THIS MISSION 
TRIP.  If you would like to be a part of this trip please sign-up at the 
table in the Community Room.  A brief informational meeting will be 
held at the front of the Sanctuary on November 10, immediately 
following worship. A decision will be made at this meeting whether 
we have enough wanting to go to pursue the trip. 



IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR FOOD PANTRY 
WELL STOCKED WE WILL BE ASKING FOR 
SPECIFIC ITEMS EACH MONTH.  November is 
cans of pineapple, peaches, oranges, pears, fruit 
cocktail, applesauce or tropical fruit salad. Drop 
your donation in the shopping cart in the 
Community Room.   

 
 

SERVICE OF BAPTISM 
Sunday, November 3 

On Sunday, November 3, during our morning 
worship service, we are providing an opportunity for 
you to obey the command of Christ to be baptized.  
If you have not been baptized, this is a great 

opportunity for you to experience and express your faith in a 
powerful way.  You will be required to attend an “Understanding 
Baptism” class, prior to the Baptism service, in Pastor Chris’ office 
on Wednesday, October 30 at 6:15 PM.   If you desire to be baptized 
or have questions regarding baptism, please notify the office by 
Monday, October 28 so Pastor Chris can get in touch with you. 

 
 

On Sunday, October 27 we will 
take “Trunk or Treat” to Baker 
Park.  This event will be held at 
the large shelter house and will 
run from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.  

Everyone is invited to bring/invite children to visit the trunks and 
receive treats. 
 
We will need people to decorate their trunks and provide candy or 
some type of treat for those who stop by, people to man games and 
donations of pre-wrapped candy to help supply the trunks.   
 
If you decorate a trunk you will need to arrive by 4:45 to get your 
assigned spot.  Please let Kara Marlow or the church office know if 
you plan on decorating a trunk for this event. 
 
Candy donations can be dropped off in the Community Room. 

 

 
 
 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MORNING WORSHIP 
On Sunday, October 27, immediately following morning worship in 
the sanctuary, we will conduct our Annual Business Meeting.  The 
items on the agenda for the meeting are listed below. 
 

Presentation and vote on Proposed 2020 Budget 
 

Vote on Ballot for 2020 Leadership 
 

Copies of the Proposed Budget and Ballot are posted on the bulletin 
board in the Missionary Hallway. 
 
Voting Qualifications 

1.  All members of this Church have the right to vote in Business 
Meetings after all of the following requirements have been 
met: 
a.  He/She must be sixteen (16) years of age or older. 
b.  He/She must have worshiped and attended regularly with 

South Memorial Drive Church of God, immediately prior 
to the business meeting, for a period of at least six 
months. 

c. He/She must have lived during that period in harmony 
with the doctrines and practices of the Church of God, 
Anderson, Indiana. 

 
 



CHRISTIAN WOMEN CONNECTION HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 FROM 9:00 AM TO 6:00 PM 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 FROM 9:00 AM TO 2:00 PM 
Bake sale items such as pies, cakes, breads, candy, cookies, 
cupcakes, etc. are needed for the “Country Store” table.  Items will 
be needed for both Friday and Saturday with Friday being the 
busiest day.  You may sign up to make a donation to the “Country 
Store” during Sunday School class or drop by the table in the 
Community Room.  Your items may be dropped off beginning each 
day of the Bazaar. 
 
Also plan to visit the Bazaar and have lunch on Friday or Saturday 
or your evening meal on Friday night.  The kitchen will be open and 
serving Ham and Beans with cornbread, Sloppy Joes, Chili, Chicken 
Salad, Vegetable Soup and homemade desserts.  The price is right 
and the food is great, so bring the whole family! 

 
 
SMDCOG YOUTH GROUP 

PRESENTS FAMILY NIGHT OUT 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26 – 6 PM 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Adults are $10 – Children 5th grade & 
under $7.50 – Children age 5 and 
under are FREE.  Includes spaghetti 

dinner and The Family Feud game starring SMDCOG members.  
Tickets can be purchased at the door.  If you plan to attend and 
purchase your ticket at the door, please call the church office 
to make a reservation or text Eric Howe at 765-686-3210.  This 
will allow us to prepare enough food. 

 “These offerings are in addition to those for 
the LORD’S Sabbaths and in addition to 
your gifts and whatever you have vowed 
and all the freewill offerings you give to the 
Lord.”  (Leviticus 23:38) 

Sunday, November 3 is Faith Promise Sunday and our Guest 
Speaker will be Bob Pearson from Horizon International.  
Representatives from some of the ministries that your Faith Promise 
funds support will be in the Community Room for you to visit.  A Faith 
Promise Pledge Card will be enclosed in the bulletin on November 
3 for you to designate your promise amount.  The funds collected 
through Faith Promise are a great blessing to those ministries that 
are supported through our Faith Promise commitments; some 
actually depend on these gifts to meet operational expenses 
throughout the year.  Faith Promise funds should be funds over 
and above your regular tithe amount.  The “promise” of this giving 
comes from the “faith” that God will provide unexpected funds to you 
that can be passed along to Faith Promise to help spread the Word 
of God throughout local, state, national and worldwide missions.  

 
2020 MINISTRIES RECEIVING SUPPORT 

Henry County Pregnancy Care Center 
Guest House Men’s Shelter 

World Gospel Mission & Horizon International 
Remerge (formerly Church on the Street Atlanta) 

Corey & Abby Stocksdale – missionaires to Botswana 
Tim & Joy Coppess – missionaires to Botswana 

Youth Life of Henry County & Victory Lane Camp  
Steve & Alyssa Dueck (Campus Crusade for Christ) 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
UNDERWAY 

Shoeboxes will be available in the 
Community Room beginning 
Sunday, October 27.  Please take a 

box, fill it for a child and return to the church by November 17.  There 
will also be a tree with envelopes that can be used to donate funds 
to process the boxes.  The cost for processing is $9 per box.  The 
envelopes can be placed in the offering plate or placed in Beth 
Criswell’s box #41. 



 

2019 

NOVEMBER 1 & NOVEMBER 2 

 Saturday, November 2 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 
 
 

NOVEMBER 3 THROUGH NOVEMBER 9 

Sunday, November 3– Faith Promise 

Sunday School – 9:30 AM 

Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

Guest Speaker: Bob Pearson 

No Youth – State Convention 

Life Groups – 6:00 PM 

 

Tuesday, November 5 

Ladies Prayer Mtg–9AM– Team 1 

CWC Executive Meeting – 6:00 PM 

CWC Meeting – 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, November 6 

Prayer Gathering in Prayer Room – 7 PM 

Gospel in Life Class – 7:00 PM 

 

Thursday, November 7 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

 

Friday, November 8 

State Youth Convention begins 

 

Saturday, November 9 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 
 
 

NOVEMBER 10 THROUGH NOVEMBER 16 

Sunday, November 10 

Sunday School – 9:30 AM 

Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

Remerge Info Meeting – after worship 

Be the Church Night – 5:15 PM 

 

Tuesday, November 12 

Ladies Prayer Mtg –9AM – Team 2 

Wednesday, November 13 

Prayer Gathering in Prayer Room – 7 PM 

Gospel in Life Class – 7:00 PM 

 

Thursday, November 14 

Karing Keenagers – 11:00 AM 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PMSaturday, 

November 16 
Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

 

NOVEMBER 17 THROUGH NOVEMBER 23 

Sunday, November 17 

Sunday School – 9:30 AM 

Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

Youth Group – 6:00 PM 

Small Groups – 6:00 PM 

 

Monday, November 18 

Food Pantry Pre-Sack Night 

Dinner at 6:00 PM 

Sacking at 6:30 PM 

Elder Board Meeting – 6:00 PM 

 

Tuesday, November 19 

Ladies Prayer Mtg – 9AM – Team 3 

Pantry/Clothing Closet– 1 to 3 PM 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, November 20 

Prayer Gathering in Prayer Room – 7 PM 

Gospel in Life Class – 7:00 PM  

 

Thursday, November 21 

NO MEN’S BASKETBALL 

 

Friday, November 22 

CWC Bazaar – 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

 

Saturday, November 23 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

CWC Bazaar – 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

 

NOVEMBER 24 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30 

Sunday, November 24 

Sunday School – 9:30 AM 

Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

No evening events – Family Night 

 

Tuesday, November 26 

Ladies Prayer Mtg. – 9AM – Team 4 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

 Wednesday, November 27 

Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

No Evening Events at Church 

 

Thursday, November 28 

Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

 

Saturday, November 30 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 
 
 
 


