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Dear Church Family, 
 
It’s hard to believe that another school year is about to begin.  This 
marks the unofficial end of summer (although I expect us to enjoy 
summer weather for at least a couple of more months).  One of the 
highlights of my summer was the opportunity I had to attend the 
Church of God Convention and General Assembly that was held in 
Wichita, Kansas back in late June.  Upon my return from this bi-
annual event, I shared with the congregation, in early June, some 
thoughts and insights I received that week during one of our 
Sunday Morning Worship Gatherings.  I would like to take this 
month’s article to put some of those same thoughts that I shared 
that morning in writing for all of you to read, reflect on, and to pray 
about. 
 
What encouraged me most during the General Assembly portion of 
this year’s Church of God Convention was a series of friendly 
reminders given by our General Director, Jim Lyon.  During his time 
of addressing the assembly he reminded us that . . . 
 
We are the ones who need to be “reformed” & “moved” so that we 

can be used by Christ in His work of “reclamation” and 
transformation.” 

 
What will truly count when Jesus returns is the impact we’ve had on 

people for Christ rather than the songs we sang and services we 
attended about Christ. 

 
Jesus is much more interested in providing us with what we need 

rather than giving us what we want. 
 

We should be much more interested in what Jesus said/did than we 
are in what any “saint”, “evangelist”, “pastor” or “spiritual leader” 

said/did. 
 

Wherever Jesus went He made life better – is that what we’re 
focused and committed to doing and being? 

 
Movements do not exist to protect the status quo but rather to 

introduce transformational counter cultural change . . . first in the life 
of the church and then in our communities. 

 
We must seek to define ourselves and take our cues based on the 

Word and Spirit of God rather than on society and pop culture. 
 

We must be Jesus to ALL people . . . including the marginalized, 
the forgotten and the least of these. 

 
It’s time for our “movement” to rise for a new day and a new time 

reformed by God Himself to fulfill the mission and purpose that He 
still has for us to accomplish. 

 
Jim’s challenge reminded me of the promise of Jeremiah 29:11 

For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD.  
“They are plans for good and not for disaster,  

to give you a future and a hope. (NLT) 
 

What concerned me the most from the General Assembly portion of 
the Convention was something that I hadn’t seen or sensed in a 
General Assembly Session in probably 25-30 years, it was an 
overwhelming spirit of fear.  I sensed a spirit of distrust between a 
segment of the Assembly and the National leadership.  I believe 
that trust helps us build bridges while fear causes us to build walls.  
I believe trust helps develop unity while fear develops division.  I 
believe that Christ wants His people – His church to be one as He 
and His father are one.  I believe fear prevents us from moving 
forward as a movement – we must reach a place of faith and trust.  
I believe the root of the fear within a segment of the Assembly can 
be attributed to a question of “power” – who will have it and who 
may lose it.  In reality, power isn’t ours to have – all power belongs 
to God.  While sitting in the Assembly sessions and sensing this 
spirit of fear and distrust and even hearing it being verbalized more 
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than a few times I could not help but be reminded of the Words of 
Paul to Timothy written in 2 Timothy 1:7. 

 
For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of 

power, love, and self-discipline. (NLT) 
 

What has God not given to His People? 
(A spirit of fear & timidity) 

 
What has God given to His people? 

(A spirit of true power and true boldness; a spirit of unconditional 
Agape love; a spirit of self-discipline and control) 

 
I believe when we allow ourselves to be controlled by a spirit of fear 
and timidity it causes us to make choices that will have a negative 
impact on ourselves and others and will greatly limit the progression 
of the spreading of the Good News of Jesus Christ to those in each 
of our individual circles of influence as well as to those in our entire 
world.  However, I also believe that when we allow ourselves to be 
controlled by God’s Spirit He will provide us with a power and a 
boldness to love each other and to live a self-disciplined and 
controlled lifestyle both of which will have a positive impact in aiding 
the progression of the spreading of the Good News of Jesus Christ 
to those in each of our individual circles of influence as well as to 
those the world around.  With this in mind, my specific prayer, since 
coming back from the Convention and Assembly, is that each and 
every one of us will choose to give our life’s control to the Holy 
Spirit of Jesus Christ rather than any level or form of fear! 
 
Based on my experiences at this year’s General Assembly during 
the Church of God Convention, please allow me to ask you some of 
the same questions I asked myself . . . 

 
Are you authentically seeking to be reformed and moved by God in 

a way that prepares you to be a tool He can use in His work of 
reclaiming and transforming the human race? 

 
Are we really committed to being Jesus to ALL people . . . for 

making life better for ALL those we come into contact with wherever 
we go? 

 

Who or what is genuinely in control of your life?  The spirit of fear 
and timidity?  The Holy Spirit of Christ’s boldness, love & power? 

 
Are there any fears that we are hanging on to that we have allowed 

to have control of our life in such a way that it has prevented us 
from becoming the best version of the  person God has created and 

purposed us to be? 
 

If there’s anything the Lord has touched your heart, mind or soul 
with in relation to what I’ve shared in this article, I want to invite you 
to make the same commitment I’ve made since attending the 
Convention – a commitment to pray about it!  And not only to pray 
today, so we can each individually and congregationally do our part 
to help reclaim what hell has stolen and reestablish Jesus as the 
subject, but in the days and weeks ahead as well!  May God bless 
and keep each one of you and your families! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Congregational Prayer Concerns 
 

Church Family 
Bob Raines   Sharon Wittbold   Clayton Collins   Sue Davis    

Bristol Webb   Betty Lewellen   Janice Dickerson   Sharon Fallon    
Sherri Chamberlain   Angie Reamer   Betty Stout   Cindy Mackey    

Isaac Chapple    
 

Extended Family & Friends 
(Long term prayer list located at the Welcome Center) 
Charles Lowe – grandson of Ernie & Mildred Hanna 

Shay Byers – daughter-in-law of Darlene Byers 
Harry Betten – father of Michael Betten 
Doug Chew – son of Ivan & Janet Chew 
Gloria Miller – friend of Carolene Smith 
Wayne Agee – brother of Wanda Byrd 

Great grandbabies of Hilda Vaughn 
Ann Mason – mother of Mikie Maze 

 
Serving in the Military or World Mission 

Michael, Heather & Maddy Webb – Africa                                   Kyle Ham 
James Wesley Raines                                                        Mary McCullers 
Evan & Kody Razor                                                         Cameron Holmes                                     
Xavier Bartholomew                                                        Dylan Youngquist 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Pastor Gammello,  I read with great interest the article in the 

Courier-Times about your upcoming Faith in Action weekend 

activities and I wanted to reach out and thank you for organizing 

and leading such positive activities in our great community.  Your 

efforts to make things better in Henry County are appreciated!   

            Missy Modesitt, Executive Director, Chamber of Commerce  

 

A big thank you to Jim Nipp for donating his WMA utility trailer to 

the church.  It was a tremendous help for our Faith in Action 

weekend events and will be put to great use in the future! 

 

To the friends of Gerry Strong,  We appreciated everyone stopping 

by and sharing your kind memories and for the church preparing 

the meal after her services.  Thank you! 

                                                          The family of Geraldine Strong 

 

Thank you very much for your wonderful donation to the Guest 

House.                                                          Blessings, Melody Ford 

 

Thank you so much for sharing.  We are applying the offering to 

the Coppess Ministry in their fundraising to get to Botswana.  Cory 

& Amy also are working on their fundraising and we are assisting 

them as well.  Both families will be commissioned at the Church of 

God Convention in Kansas.  Mary & I will be making a trip to 

Botswana after the CWC Convention.  Keep us all in your prayers. 

                                                                                Jim & Mary Nipp 

 

Dear SMDCOG,  I just got back home from a trip to Dallas, Texas 

to confer with the amazing team at Deaf Bible Society about ways 

we can partner to reach out in new and exciting ways to teach 

Deaf children about Jesus!  While I was on the road, I had the 

opportunity to drop in and visit some wonderful supporters of this 

ministry as well.  I always enjoy those times!  I’ll be honest . . . 

some days I sit at my desk feeling overwhelmed.  It seems our 

dreams are too big, the task we’ve taken on too complicated, our 

mission too challenging and our resources far too small to do what 

we feel God is calling us to do.  But here’s the thing – I can’t quit!  I 

have absolutely no doubt that God Himself has called us to do this 

work!  Your recent gift of $221.88 will enable us to continue this 

work.  Your partnership with us means so much!  Thank you for 

being on this mission with us.            

                  Silent Blessings, Marshall Lawrence, Executive Director 

                                

. 



 

 

 
 

 
Pastor Chris’ Life Group will meet on Sunday, July 30 

(see Pastor Chris for details) 
They will also meet on Sunday, August 20 at 6:00 PM. 

 

Wanda Byrd’s group will not meet the month of July. 

Next scheduled meeting will be Sunday, August 27 at 4:00 PM. 

 

Mike Betten’ group will not meet the month of August. 

 
 

Q & A SESSION 
REGARDING PROPOSED 

ELDER BOARD 
Pastor Chris is changing the date of this meeting from after 
morning worship on July 30 to SUNDAY, AUGUST 6 AT 9:30 
AM IN ROOM 207.  Copies of the Proposed Bylaws relating 
to the Proposed Elder Board will be available on Sunday July 
30.  This will give everyone time to look them over prior to the 
Q & A session. 
 

 
 

FRIENDS & FAMILY SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 

Don’t forget to invite your family and friends to 
join you for Sunday School and Worship.  The 
day’s message will be “Faces and Voices of 
Faith & Healing” and Pastor Chris will be 
portraying four Biblical characters.  You won’t 

want to miss this.  Also make sure you and your guests stay after 
morning worship for our All Church Cookout.  Burgers and hotdogs 
will be cooked outside, but the lunch will take place in the 
Fellowship Hall.  You are asked to bring sides, salads & desserts.  
Table service and drinks will be provided. 

SPECIAL CALLED BUSINESS MEETING 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 13  

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MORNING WORSHIP 
On Sunday, August 13 following morning worship in the sanctuary, 
we will conduct a Special Called Business Meeting.  The item on 
the agenda for the meeting is listed below. 

 
Vote on the Proposed Bylaws that will change the governing 

structure of our church from its current three board format to a 
single Elder Board with a beginning date of January 1, 2018. 

 
A copy of the revised Bylaws is posted on the bulletin board 
just outside of the sanctuary and additional copies for you to 
take and look over are located on the table in the Community 
Room. 
 

Voting Qualifications 
1.  All members of this Church have the right to vote in 

Business Meetings after all of the following requirements 
have been met: 
a.  He/She must be sixteen (16) years of age or older. 
b.  He/She must have worshiped and attended regularly 

with South Memorial Drive Church of God, immediately 
prior to the business meeting, for a period of at least six 
months. 

c. He/She must have lived during that period in harmony 
with the doctrines and practices of the Church of God, 
Anderson, Indiana. 

 
 

2017 Nominating Committee Members 
(Committee will be responsible to fill 2018 
Leadership positions and placed on Ballot) 

 
Shirley Dobbs (chair) 

Heidi Cox 
Dan Denney 
Ernie Hanna 
Karen Lane 
Kara Marlow 

Dave McPhee 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
SPIRITUAL ELECTIVE CLASS 

BEGINS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23 
7:00 PM – Room 207 

Pastor Chris will be facilitating this DVD based series 
by Kyle Idleman.  This class will meet every other 
Wednesday evening. 
 

In his award-winning book, not a fan, Kyle Idleman challenged us 
to pick up our cross and die to ourselves.  But what does that 
actually mean?  Join Kyle as he explores the upside down paths 
that lead us to Jesus.  Featuring the true testimonies of author and 
spoken word artist Jefferson Bethke, NBA star Landry Fields, 
founder and director of Scarlet Hope, Rachelle Starr and the 
former U.S. manager of Apple Records, Ken Mansfield – unpack 
the counterintuitive truths of Jesus in these four episodes: 
 

Wednesday, August 23  
YOU MUST BE BROKEN TO BE WHOLE 

 
Wednesday, September 6 

YOU MUST MOURN TO BE HAPPY 
 

Wednesday, September 20 
YOU MUST BE AUTHENTIC TO BE ACCEPTED 

 
Wednesday, October 4 

YOU MUST BE EMPTY TO BE FILLED 
 

There is a beauty in coming to the end of ourselves as we realize 
that we aren’t strong enough, smart enough or talented enough to 
navigate life on our own.  Ironically, that’s when we are in the best 
position to be used by God in significant ways. 
 
A book is not necessary, but a journal is highly recommended.  If 
purchased through the church, the journal will be $7.00. The cut-
off date to sign up for this class and purchase your journal is 
Sunday, August 13.  If you wish to purchase a journal, please 
place your check (made out to SMDCOG) or cash in the envelope 
provided at the table in the Community Room.  Also, class size is 
limited so please sign-up at the table in the Community Room. 

Mid-week Youth returns on 
Thursday, August 17 from 6:30 to 
8:00 PM in the Youth Room. We 
will meet twice a month through 
November and once in December.  
A meal will be provided along with 
games and lesson.  Don’t miss this 
time of food, fun & fellowship! 

 
AUGUST 

Thursday, August 17 and Thursday, August 31 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Thursday, September 7 and Thursday September 28 

 
OCTOBER 

Thursday, October 12 and Thursday, October 26 
 

NOVEMBER 
Thursday, November 9 and Thursday, November 30 

 
DECEMBER 

Thursday, December 14 – Christmas Get Together  
 

 

 

KARING KEENAGERS 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10 

If you are 55 or older come and join us for 

a time of fun, singing, devotions and 

prayer beginning at 11:00 AM.  Lunch will 

be served at noon for a cost of $3 per 

person.  Program will begin at 1:00 PM 

and our guests will be Tim & Joy 

Coppess, who will soon be heading to 

Botswana to be missionaries for the Church of God.  If you need 

transportation call Bill Clampitt at 765-529-3013 or 765-524-9462. 



JULY/AUGUST 
2017 

 
JULY 26 THROUGH JULY 29 

Wednesday, July 26 

Food Pantry Pre-Sack Night 

Dinner at 6:00 PM – Sacking at 6:30 PM 

VBS – 6:00 to 8:30 PM 

No Prayer Gathering due to VBS  

 

Thursday, July 27 

Karing Keenagers – 11:00 AM 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

 

Friday, July 28 

VBS – 6:00 to 8:30 PM 

 

Saturday, July 29 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 
 

JULY 30 THROUGH AUGUST 5 

Sunday, July 30 – Student Sunday 

Sunday School  - 9:30 AM 
Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

Speaker:  Paige Fischer 

Pastor Chris’ Life Group – see Pastor Chris 

 

Monday, July 31 

Coordinating Council – 6:30 PM 

 

 

Tuesday, August 1 

Ladies Prayer Meeting -  9:00 AM - #1 

CWC Executive Meeting – 6:00 PM 

CWC Meeting – 6:30 PM  

 

Wednesday, August 2 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7 PM 

 

Saturday, August 5 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 
 

AUGUST 6 THROUGH AUGUST 12 

Sunday, August 6  

Sunday School – 9:30 AM 

Elder Board Q & A – 9:30 AM – Room 207 

Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

No Evening Events at Church – Family Nite 

 

Tuesday, August 8 

No Ladies Prayer Mtg. - Tape Ministry #2 

Wednesday, August 9 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7 PM 

 

Thursday, August 10 

Karing Keenagers – 11:00 AM 

 

Saturday, August 12 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 13 THROUGH AUGUST 19 

Sunday, August 13 

Sunday School – 9:30 AM 

Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

Special Business Meeting following Worship 

No Evening Events at Church – Family Nite 

 

Monday, August 14 

Coordinating Council – 6:30 PM (if needed) 

 

Tuesday, August 15 

Ladies Prayer Meeting -  9:00 AM - #3 

Board of Trustees – 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, August 16 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7 PM 

 

Thursday, August 17 

Youth – 6:30 to 8:30 PM 

 

Saturday, August 19 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

 
 

AUGUST 20 THROUGH AUGUST 26 

Sunday, August 20 

Sunday School  - 9:30 AM 
Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

Pastor Chris’ Life Group – see Pastor Chris 

No Evening Events at Church – Family Nite 

 

Monday, August 21 

Food Pantry Pre-Sack Night 

Dinner at 6:00 PM – Sacking at 6:30 PM 

Clothing Closet Setup – 6:30 PM 

 

Tuesday, August 22 

Ladies Prayer Meeting -  9:00 AM - #1 

Wednesday, August 23 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7 PM 

The End of Me Class – 7:00 PM 

 

Thursday, August 24 

Food Pantry/Clothing Closet- 1 to 3 PM 

Youth – 6:30 to 8:00 PM 

 

Saturday, August 26 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

 

 


