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Dear Church Family, 

 

Considering everything that all of us have had to face throughout the course 

of this year, my hope more than ever before is that this finds you and your 

family healthy, well and blessed as we near yet another Holiday Season.  

Thanksgiving Day is a mere ten days away and Christmas Day will be here 

in a little more than five weeks from now, as I sit here and write this 

column. I’m reminded with the approach of both of these holidays that in 

spite of all of the challenges, uncertainty and anxiety that 2020 has brought 

with it we still have so very much to be thankful for and to celebrate during 

this year, as well as any time of any year – yes, even 2020. This is because, 

come what may, we who are followers of the Christ of Christmas have the 

person, power and presence of Jesus Christ in our lives every moment of 

every day of every year! 

 

One of the things I’m most thankful for during this time of year, even here 

in 2020 – especially here in 2020, is that this season provides us with an 

opportunity to refocus ourselves as well as those in each of our various 

life’s circles on the “good news of great joy for all the world.” In a world 

where we seem to be continually bombarded more than ever with bad news 

and fake news and in a nation where we continue to deal with social and 

cultural turbulence, it’s good to have a season of each year that serves as a 

reminder that in the Christ of Christmas we find a love, a hope, a peace and 

a strength that has been tried, tested, and found to be true since that very 

first Christmas! Paul reminds us of the foundational truth of this love, hope, 

peace and strength we find through Jesus when he writes in Romans 5:6 – 

“When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died 

for us sinners.” In a year that has been filled with more than its fair share 

of bad news and trying times, it’s so very good to know that the truth of 

this everlasting good news remains the same! 

 

Part of the hope and promise of this “good news” of the Christ of Christmas 

can be found in the fact that by His good news He seeks to make all things 

new for each and every one of us!  Again, Paul reminds us of this fact by 

writing in 2 Corinthians 5:17 – “…anyone who belongs to Christ has 

become a new person.  The old life is gone; a new life has begun.” If there’s 

ever been a year where we needed to be reminded and assured of this truth, 

2020 is most certainly that year!  And just as He did when He stepped onto 

the scene on that very first Christmas over 2000 years ago, the Christ of 

Christmas seeks to step onto the stage of our life, our town, our church, our 

nation and our world bringing with Him healing for our wounds, mending 

for our brokenness, renewal for our exhaustion and restoration for our 

fatigue! 

 

The Christ of Christmas doesn’t just bring transformational change to our 

lives or our town, or our church or our nation; no, He seeks to change 

everyone and everything He touches for the better – and actually even 

better than better, He seeks to transform people, places and things for the 

very best!  Where there is darkness, He brings light.  Where there is despair, 

He brings hope.  Where there is confusion, He bring wisdom. Where there 

is brokenness, He brings wholeness. Where there is inequality, He brings 

equality. Where there is sin, He brings forgiveness. Where there is death, 

He brings life!  Jesus, Himself said in John 10:10 – “…I have come that 

they may have life, and that they may have it to the full.”  If you’ve yet to 

experience the fullness of life that can only be found in and through a 

personal relationship with the Christ of Christmas, I encourage you to begin 

the experience of that life changing relationship today.  And if you’ve 

allowed the circumstances of 2020 to steal the joy and peace that you’ve 

experienced through your personal relationship with the Christ of 

Christmas in years gone by, I invite you to take a moment to allow His 

Holy Spirit to refocus and renew your heart and soul with the promise of 

His love, peace, healing and joy! 

 

During this Christmas Season, the Church of God here in North America 

will be joining together once again to do our part toward advancing the 

mission of ensuring that this “good news of great joy,” the newness of life 

found through this World Changer; this Christ of Christmas alone – comes 

to be known by everyone across our nation, our continent and our world.  

We will specifically seek to do this during the four weeks of Advent by 

reflecting on weekly Advent readings during Sunday services, by 

intentionally praying for the ministries of the church locally and around the 
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world and by giving cheerfully to the Christ’s Birthday Observance 

Offering. 

 

This annual observance in monetary giving is organized by Christian 

Women Connection of the Church of God out of Anderson.  The 2020 

Christ Birthday Observance will be used to support frontline ministries of 

the church on a local, national and global level.  The goal for the North 

American Church for this year’s Observance is once again $1,000,000.00.  

The goal for our local congregation here at South Memorial Church for the 

2020 Observance $4,000.00.  I trust that many of us have been saving 

toward this cause for the last several months by setting aside weekly or 

monthly funds in the manila envelopes that our local Christian Women 

Connection Group provided us all with at the start of this year.  Now I ask 

that each of us prayerfully consider what we should add to that total and be 

prepared to generously give toward the cause of local and global mission 

when the 2020 Christ’s Birthday Observance Offering will be collected just 

a little over a month from now. 

 

Our congregation’s collective “undesignated” gift will be combined with 

countless others from across North American to help support the 

coordination and administration of missions both within North America as 

well as across the globe.  These funds will also be used to train future 

spiritual leaders within our Church of God colleges, to aid the continued 

work of church agencies such as Servant Solutions and Leadership Focus, 

to provide funds for disaster relief and CARE initiatives, and to create 

curriculum and programming that will disciple and equip followers of 

Christ at the local congregational level.  In other words, the financial gifts 

we collect through the 2020 Christ Birthday Observance will be used to 

build up and further the work of the Church!  It will be used to equip the 

Body of Christ to serve as His Salt and Light; His change-agents to help 

broaden the message and effect of the tested, tried and true transformational 

“good news” of the Christ of Christmas to all people – helping to 

communicate this life changing news across our entire globe! 

 

This year’s Christ’s Birthday Offering will be collected on Sunday 

morning, December 20, during our annual Candles and Carols Christmas 

service.  Due to the ongoing issues with the Coronavirus pandemic, this 

offering will be collected in a slightly different way than normal for those 

who attend worship gathering that morning.  For those who feel 

uncomfortable with attending the Candles and Carols Christmas service in 

person, we would encourage you to give toward this year’s Christ’s 

Birthday Observance Offering by either mailing your gift to the church, 

dropping your gift by the church during office hours or by giving online.  

If writing a check, please make the check out to South Memorial and 

simply write “Christ’s Birthday Observance” in the memo line.  Please join 

me over these coming weeks between now and then in praying for and 

seeking out the Lord’s guidance as to what He would have each of us to 

give toward this annual offering in the life of our local church and in the 

life of the Church of God in North America.  The Holy Spirit can use this 

unique annual opportunity as one of the many ways by which we can do 

our part in being change-agents of the Christ of Christmas – advancing the 

message and mission of the “good news” in our society, our culture and 

our world! 

 

As I close, allow me to thank each of you as our church family for all of 

your love and encouragement that you have showered upon my family and 

me over these past thirteen plus years. I continue to count the opportunity 

I’ve been given to partner with each of you in life and in the fulfillment of 

the mission and purpose of Jesus Christ here at South Memorial Church of 

God as one of my life’s greatest blessings! May each of us seek to be better 

change-agents of the “good news” of the Christ of Christmas throughout 

the upcoming Advent season as well as in the New Year ahead!  I look 

forward to the joy and excitement of celebrating the Advent of our Savior 

and the love, joy, peace and hope of His coming with our South Memorial 

Church family for another Christmas season.  From my family to yours, 

may God bless and keep each and every one of you, know that we love and 

appreciate each one of your so very much, and we wish each of you the 

merriest of Christmases and a very happy, and hopefully much better, New 

Year ahead! 

inHISgrip, 

 

 

 

        Pastor Chris 

 
 

Check your church mailbox beginning Sunday, 
November 22 and pick up your Christ’s 
Birthday Offering letter, brochure, meditation 
journal and your CBO giving envelope.  Our 
offering will be taken on Sunday, December 22. 



Congregational Prayer Concerns 
 

Church Family 
William Grieser   Isabelle Cumins   Phyllis Denney   Sue Davis     

Dave McPhee   Ernie Hanna   Dewey Schwinn   Rocky Alspaugh 
Bethany Danner   Darlene Byers 

 

Please remember to keep in your prayers 
those of our congregation that are positive for Covid19. 

 

Extended Family & Friends 
John Pierce – friend of Bruce Howe 
Bill Bowman – father of Honey Hunt 

Tina Powers – niece of Carolene Smith  
Susan Upchurch – sister of Rob Upchurch 

Sonna Berghaier – sister of Sherri Chamberlain 
Kathy Miller & Marsha Joiner – friends of Karen Boram  

Maylah Cox – 1 year old friend of Buddy & Diana Reeves 
Valerie Schwinn – daughter-in-law of Dewey & Kay Schwinn 

 
 
We are now offering online giving through our 
website www.smdcog.org.  There is a tutorial 
on our Facebook page showing you how to 
use our online giving option.  There is also a 
link to our website on our Facebook page. 

 
 
IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR FOOD PANTRY WELL 
STOCKED WE WILL BE ASKING FOR SPECIFIC 
ITEMS EACH MONTH.  December is cans of corn, 
green beans, peas, carrots, mixed vegetables, 

potatoes, diced tomatoes or yams. 

 
 
Sermon notes are available on the Friday prior to 
each service to view through the Bible App on your 
phone or tablet.  The notes will not be available if 
there is a guest speaker or Pastor  

Chris is doing a characterization.  Sermon notes will again be 
included in the bulletin when we return to our regular printed format.   

 

Every Sunday in November – Youth Meeting at Church – 5 to 8 PM 
 
December 6 – Youth Meeting at Church – 5 to 8 PM 
December 13 – Christmas Party at Church – 5 to 8 PM 
December 20 – Youth Meeting at Church – 5 to 8 PM 
December 27 – Youth Meeting at Church – 5 to 8 PM 

 
 

FAITH PROMISE 2021 PLEDGES 
UNDERWAY 

 
“These offerings are in addition to those for the 
LORD’S Sabbaths and in addition to your gifts 

and whatever you have vowed and all the freewill offerings you 
give to the Lord.” 
(Leviticus 23:38) 

The funds collected through Faith Promise are a great blessing to 
those ministries that are supported through our Faith Promise 
commitments; some actually depend on these gifts to meet 
operational expenses throughout the year.  Faith Promise funds 
should be funds over and above your regular tithe amount.  The 
“promise” of this giving comes from the “faith” that God will provide 
unexpected funds to you that can be passed along to Faith Promise 
to help spread the Word of God throughout local, state, national and 
worldwide missions. 
 
IF YOU HAVEN’T CHECKED YOUR CHURCH MAILBOX IN THE 

LAST COUPLE WEEKS TO PICKUP YOUR FAITH PROMISE 
PLEDGE CARD, YOU CAN PICK ONE UP AT THE OFFICE. 

ALSO A PLEDGE CARD WAS EMAILED WITH THE BULLETIN 
TWO WEEKS AGO AND YOU CAN PRINT IT OFF AND BRING 

TO THE CHURCH.   
 

http://www.smdcog.org/


SUNDAY SCHOOL  
RESTART DELAYED AGAIN 

Pastor Chris and the Elder Board have 
made the decision to delay Sunday 
School, Boat Builders and Nursery until at 
least January 10 of 2021. They would also 
like to strongly suggest that all adult 
ministries and small groups consider 
postponing meeting again until at least that 

same date of January 10.  Please keep in mind that this is a fluid 
situation and is subject to change as circumstances merit. 

 
Pastor Chris will be taking vacation 
days on November 25 & 30.  Jan will 
take a vacation day on November 24. 
The office is closed for Thanksgiving 
Wednesday, November 25 through 
Monday, November 30. Office will 

reopen on Tuesday, December 1 at 9:00 AM. 

 
 

CANDLES & CAROLS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 

10:30 AM 
This will be an evening of prayer, 
praise and singing of carols.  It will 
also be a time of remembrance as 
we memorialize those of our 
congregation who have gone home 
to be with the Lord this year.   

 
 

We have several in our congregation who are 
homebound due to Covid19 quarantines and at the 
recommendation of their doctor.  As you can imagine, 
this can be a lonely time with a great feeling of 
isolation.  Please take some time and send a card, 
email or make a quick call to remind them they are 
loved and are being kept in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG 
The Henry County Pregnancy Care Center’s annual 
fundraiser has started, so stop by display in the Community 
Room and pick up a baby bottle.  Take this bottle home and 
fill it with change or “paper” change and return it to the 
church by.  Your contributions truly do make a difference in 
the lives of those whom the Center serves, so show your 
support for protecting the sacred gift of life. 

BUT, 

YOU CAN STILL PURCHASE 
HOMEMADE PIES 
AND NOODLES! 

 
STOP BY THE J.O.Y. ROOM THIS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

BETWEEN 9:00 AM AND NOON TO MAKE YOUR PURCHASE.  
YOU CAN ALSO PLACE AN ORDER BY CALLING PAULA 

HOWE AT 765-520-0049, KATHIE KINSEY AT 765-524-4528, 
LERUE TRAMEL AT 765-524-0933 OR THE CHURCH OFFICE 

AT 765-529-5250. 
 

10 inch pies will sell for $10.00 each and peach, 
apple, rhubarb, strawberry-rhubarb, pecan and 
sugar cream are available. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                       ½ pound bag for $2 
 
 
 



 
From Pastor Chris & the Elder Board 

 
During his weekly news conference on Wednesday, November 11, 
Governor Holcomb rolled out his new Pandemic Response Plan for 
our state.  This plan will go into effect for at least 30 days beginning 
Sunday, November 15.  The statewide mask mandate will continue 
to be in effect during this time. 
 
This new plan is a color-coded plan with blue being best, followed 
by yellow, orange and then red being the worst.  With our continued 
high positivity rate, Henry County currently finds itself in the orange 
category under this new color-coded plan.  While at color level 
orange all social gatherings of any kind, inside or outside are 
supposed to be limited to fifty people. Any event involving more than 
fifty people will require the approval from our local county health 
department. 
 
We are willing to continue offering in-person Worship Gathering on 
Sunday mornings for the time being, as long as Henry County 
remains at no worse than level orange.  Should the county go to 
level red, which brings with it many more restrictions, we would be 
forced to suspend in-person Sunday morning Worship Gathering. 
 
We are asking and Pastor Chris is pleading with each and every one 
of you who call South Memorial home to please join us in doing our 
part to help limit the spread of this virus and to help keep our county 
from reaching level red so that we are able to continue to offer in-
person Sunday Morning Worship Gathering uninterrupted through 
the quickly approaching Advent Season. 
 

We need EVERY ONE to practice social distancing, keep our hands 
sanitized and wear a facemask whenever we are in the church 
facility—the entire time we are in the church facility. This includes 
while we are sitting in the pews in the sanctuary during Worship 
Gathering.  The only exemptions to our facemask policy will be for 
those who are on the sanctuary platform speaking, praying, reading 
or singing and for children five years old and under. 
 
If you are unable or unwilling to wear a facemask the entire time that 
you are in the church facility, then we would lovingly and humbly ask 
you to please stay home and enjoy the livestream of our worship 
gathering on the South Memorial Facebook page until we are able 
to eventually lift this requirement. 
 
We fully acknowledge that this is a trying and challenging situation 
that we find ourselves in and that wearing a facemask can be 
restrictive and uncomfortable, but we as the leadership of the 
church, want to do our very best to keep everyone safe – especially 
our most vulnerable who choose to come and worship in person. 
 
We also want to put our congregation in the best position to keep 
weekly in-person worship uninterrupted as much as is within our 
power to do so until we can get to the end of this pandemic tunnel 
that we have been in throughout the course of this year and we feel 
as though this plan gives us the best chance to accomplish this.  As 
always, we thank you for your patience and understanding and 
please remember that this continues to be a very fluid situation and 
that things can change with very little notice.  We love each of you 
so very much and what we are asking all of us to do for at least these 
next 30 days beginning with this Sunday is out of love that we have 
for you and that we know we have for each other!  Pastor Chris 
challenges you to keep the words of Paul found in Philippians 2:4 & 
5 very close to your minds and hearts over these next several weeks 
– “Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in 
others, too.  You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.”  
May living by these words be our focus and our goal through the 
power and strength of the Holy Spirit as we all seek to persevere 
through this difficult season. 

 
 

 



HOW THIS AFFECTS SOUTH MEMORIAL 
 

Social distancing and good hygiene measures will remain in place, 
such as every other pew in the Sanctuary will remain closed and 

hand sanitizer and face mask stations will remain in place 
throughout the building and drinking fountains will remain closed. 

 
Weekly bulletins and monthly newsletters  

will remain electronic for now. 
 

We will continue to collect tithes & offerings via the Honduras 
Chest, or can be dropped by the office, mailed or given online. 

 
When communion resumes, we will be using the individual pre-

packaged fellowship cups.  
 

We have resumed some of our ministries at South Memorial while 
practicing social distancing, practicing hygiene measures and 

wearing masks. 
 

*Please keep in mind the following start-up dates are tentative and 
subject to change as this remains a fluid situation due to the 

Covid19 pandemic. 
 

Sunday School, Boat Builders & Nursery will resume on  
Sunday, January 10, 2021 

 
Wednesday Prayer Gathering will resume on 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021 
 

Karing Keenagers will resume on  
Thursday, January 14, 2021 

 
Pastor Chris’ mid-week Spiritual Development Class 

Will resume in January 2021 
 

Sunday Donuts & Coffee  
Will resume at a later date after we have determined how to 

proceed safely in this area. 
 


