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Dear Church Family, 
 
As hard as it is to believe, we are approaching the end of the current 
year and the start of a new year.  I will remember this year as being a 
year with more than its share of ups and downs.  The good news is that 
through it all I have continued to be reminded of God’s endless 
goodness and unfailing faithfulness.  2016 has been a year that has 
taught me an unusually high number of lessons for a twelve month time 
period.  These past 366 days (since it was a leap year) have served to 
remind me yet again that there never really comes a point in one’s life 
where they stop learning.  If we remain open to life’s experiences and 
Holy Spirit’s wisdom and guidance we will all end up being life-long 
learners.  So before we turn the page from this year to the next I’d like 
to be transparent about a few of these lessons I’ve learned during our 
planet’s most recent trip around the sun. 
 
The first lesson I learned this year was that you’re never too old to 
overcome your fears.  Some of you might remember that I began to have 
some serious back trouble during the last part of 2015 and the first part 
of 2016.  When my Grandma passed away in late January this put me 
in a challenging spot.  Her funeral was to be in Pennsylvania and my 
back was simply not in the shape it needed to be to allow me to make 
the drive to be at her funeral.  I was heartbroken at the thought of 
missing her funeral as she and I had been very close over the years.  I 
knew the only chance I had of making the trip was to visit a chiropractor.  
I had always had a significant fear of chiropractors.  Thanks to a lot of 
prayer, the love I had for my Grandma, and the love she had for me, I 
was able to face my fear and visit a chiropractor for the three 
consecutive days leading up to leaving to attend my Grandma’s funeral.  
I thank the Lord for helping me face this fear back in January through 
which I’ve continued to regularly visit my chiropractor throughout the 
course of 2016 getting my back nearly back to 100% health by mid-
summer and keeping it there the remainder of this year.  The words of 

Psalm 56:3 came to life for me in a more real way than ever before 
beginning with January 2016! 
 
The second lesson I learned over the past twelve months was the 
reminder that time waits for no one.  I mean, I’ve always known this to 
be the case, but it seems as though an unusually high number of my 
loved ones and friends were touched by death during these past twelve 
months.  It started with my Grandma’s passing in late January that I’ve 
already mentioned and just seemed to snowball from there.  There just 
seemed to be so much death during these past twelve months – both 
on a personal as well as on a national level.  It seemed as though more 
than in any other year in my recent personal memory I was reminded 
that not only does time wait for no one but I was also reminded that 
death is no respecter of age or person.  Several people I either 
personally knew or knew of died during these past twelve months at a 
point in their lives, what I consider to be far too soon, at way too young 
of an age.  The thoughts and emotions I’ve felt connected to all of this 
has served to vividly remind me of my need to “be ready” for the end of 
life may come when least expected.  This actually echoes a warning that 
Jesus gives to us concerning this which is found in Luke 12:20. 
 
The third lesson I’ve learned over the past 366 days is the assurance 
that you really and truly can always trust God with anything and 
everything.  I was reminded of this in a very real and personal way when 
Lexi faced her scoliosis spinal fusion surgery at Riley Children’s Hospital 
back in July.  There are no words to adequately describe how a parent 
feels when they entrust one of their children over to the care of a 
surgeon – especially for a major, day-long surgery.  But the lesson I 
learned in a brand new way on July 5 that I will never forget is that 
entrusting Lexi’s care to God first made it a little easier to entrust her to 
the care of her fantastic surgeon on that day.  It made it easier to entrust 
her to the care of the nurses and physical therapists in the day following 
her surgery.  It made it a little easier to entrust her to her doctor in the 
months of recovery that followed.  And it’s made it a little easier to be at 
peace as Lexi has gotten back to the normal active life of a 14 year old.  
The words of Proverbs 3:5-6 have never rung more true for me than 
they did on the day leading up to and the weeks following July 5 of this 
year.  Additionally, I have wondered a lot more than normal over the last 
half of this year as to how one navigates through these sorts of 
challenges along life’s journey without Christ in their life.  I for one 
cannot imagine it and just the thought of it makes me all the more 
thankful that He’s on this journey with me. 

http://www.smdcog.org/
mailto:church@smdcog.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=find+us+on+facebook+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=erDvDSQUUrjiEM&tbnid=2Hu76Z34MlvNMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.lakewood-center.org/&ei=S4HAUbPXG4nkygGhzoDoBg&psig=AFQjCNF5i41JFNMzG_MFBkbgBn9tX7jqAw&ust=1371656889049182


The fourth lesson I’ve learned during the course of this past year is that, 
as a parent, I can’t always fix things for my kids, no matter how much I 
would like to.  Had I been able to “fix things for my two daughters over 
the course of this past year Lexi’s back would’ve corrected itself through 
some other means other than major surgery and Hannah’s cheer team 
would’ve advanced to the state finals for the first time since she’s been 
in high school.  As it turned out, neither of these things were meant to 
be.  In both cases it was frustrating to be rendered powerless to make 
things “better” for my daughters.  I love the both of them and would do 
anything for them.  These experiences were a reminder to me of the fact 
that we live in a broken world and therefore life happens.  I was 
reminded that sometimes the sun shines and sometimes the rain pours 
down on all of us along life’s journey.  I was reminded that when 
something doesn’t work out God can be trusted to have something 
better waiting for us further down life’s pathway.  And most importantly 
it was through my disappointment in my inability to be able to “fix” things 
for either of my girls in these specific cases over the past year that I was 
reminded of God’s great love for us, of His desire to “fix” things for us, 
and of His promise to one day make all things new again for us through 
our personal relationship with His Son, Jesus Christ!  I was reminded of 
the “big picture”, eternal promise and assurance we are given by God 
Himself in Revelation 21:3-7. 
 
So here’s to being thankful to God for all of the lessons He’s taught, re-
taught, or more fully taught me during 2016.  And here’s to continuing 
to be open and willing to being taught even more by Him through life’s 
experiences during 2017.  May each of us take the time to thank God 
for being with us through the past year and to pray for Him to continue 
to lead, guide, and direct us in the New year ahead.  May God bless and 
keep each of you and your loved ones during 2017! 
                        
              inHISgrip, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“We don’t need to pretend we’re king, and we 
don’t need to hope in other kings.  Our perfect, 

righteous King Jesus represents us before God, 
proclaiming His love for us and His victory over 

sin and death.” 
 
This came out of my Advent devotion this morning and although it 
may not seem like it is part of the Christmas Story, I believe it is vital 
to it.  We see Israel asking for a King in the Old Testament.  Many 
Kings were great leaders who did a lot of good, but none could be 
the true King.  We have a true King who fights for us, who fights for 
those that no one fights for.  He cares for us and loves us even 
though we are going to fail Him.  This is the King we celebrate during 
Advent.  This is the King we need to remember.  This is the King we 
need to worship and put all our focus on. 
------------------------------------------------ 

December is already halfway over!  This month we had our 

annual Christmas Party and our students seemed to have a 
good time!  We had an ugly Christmas Sweater contest and 

did a white elephant gift exchange.  With December being 
so busy we will not be meeting again until January. 
 

As a youth group we could really use your prayers in various 
ways: 
 

-Finals- Students have finals coming up this week and it is 
a stressful time for them!  Pray that they are given strength 

and wisdom as they finish up the semester. 
 

-Small groups- We are officially starting small groups Nov. 

30th.  The guys will be meeting this day at my house from 
7-8 PM.  We will be going through a curriculum called 

Freeway:  A not so perfect guide to freedom.  We hope 
these groups will help our student’s share what’s going on 

in their lives, and become vulnerable with each other.   
 

-Male Leaders- I am in desperate need of some men to 

help lead in youth.  I am specifically looking for one who 



can lead a small group midweek and one who can just be 

another presence on Sunday nights. 
 

-Christ changes their lives- we as a student ministry 

staff are really trying to connect with specific students so 
we can have a better understanding of where their 

relationship with Christ is.  More importantly we want Jesus 
to grasp these student’s hearts and change them. 
 

-Schools- students in today's world have so many 
pressures, and stresses.  We ask that you pray for them as 

they navigate through their junior high and high schools 
and be the positive influence that their peers need to 

hear.  I am also so keenly aware of the bullying that goes 
on today.  This is much worse than even when I was in 

school.  Pray for our schools. 
 

I am so blessed to be a part of this ministry and thank God 

daily for the students I get to work with.  Please continue 

to pray for myself and our ministry as I continue to discern 
where the Lord wants to take us next.                                                                          

-Pastor Kaz 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Congregational Prayer Concerns 
Sympathies to: 

Paula Howe & family on the death of her brother, Stuart Ditton 
Bobi Ragan & family on the death of her mother, Carol Raines 

 
Church Family 

Bob Raines   Jane Gregory   Sharon Wittbold   Clayton Collins   Virginia Wolf   
Mayme Haynes   Shirley Dobbs   Betty Lewellen    

Extended Family & Friends 
(Long term prayer list located at the Welcome Center) 

Kindergarten student of Anna Grieser              Jim Fischer – uncle of Brett Fischer 
Kelsey Robinson – friend of Greg & Amy Drown 
Rob Schwinn – son of Dewey & Kay Schwinn 
Judy Conley – step-mother of Kathy Criswell 

Patty Thompson – mother of Brenda Neal 
Bill Sexton – nephew of Mildred Hanna 
Ken Withers – friend of Betty Lewellen 
Carol Lewis – friend of Shirley Dobbs 

 
Serving in the Military or World Mission 

Michael, Heather & Maddy Webb – Africa                         Kyle Ham 
Vincent, Sasha & Xavier Bartholomew                           Evan Razor 
James Wesley Raines                                                    Kody Razor 
Cameron Holmes                                                           Marty Harris 
Mary McCullers                                                              Isaac Ferrell 

 
 

Dear Friends,  On behalf of the family, thank you so very much for 
the funeral flowers.  They lifted our spirits!  Mom surely would have 
smiled at seeing them. 
                                  Warmly, Samme, on behalf of Arlo and family 
 
Your generosity is so very much appreciated!  The donation of food 
during the Thanksgiving season was an enormous help!  Thanks 
and God Bless!           Bruce Aaron, Director, Guest House 
 
We are so appreciative of what you have done for Botswana, Africa.  
The needs are many but every gift helps.  We are thankful for the 
families who are preparing to go and live in Botswana.  We are 
thankful for all Curtis and his wife and others are doing.  Keep 
Botswana in your prayers.  May God Bless you!    Jim & Mary Nipp 



Life Groups will meet on Sunday evening, 

January 8 and January 22.  The three groups, 

and an overview of their study, is listed below.  If you are currently 

not a part of a Life Group you are welcome to join any of these three.   

Wanda Byrd’s group will meet in the Sanctuary for a Bible study.  

Everyone is welcome at any time. 

Pastor Chris’ group will be going out to eat and will focus on 

fellowship and prayer.  They will meet at 6:00 PM and you need to 

check with Pastor Chris to see which local restaurant they will be 

meeting at. 

Mike Betten’s group will meet at 6:00 PM in the Prayer Room.  They 

will be covering a video series based on the book “Believe” by Peter 

Heck.  They will watch a short video and followup with discussion. 

 
 

KARING KEENAGERS 
Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 11:00 AM 

If you are 55 or older you are welcome to come 
and join us for a time of singing, prayer, fun, 

food and fellowship.  Lunch will be served at Noon for $3.00 per 
person.  Program begins at 1:00 PM.  If you need transportation to 
the church call Bill Clampitt at 765-529-3013 or 765-524-9462. 

 
 

REMINDER FROM THE TRUSTEES 

CLEAN UP OF THE CHURCH 
WILL BEGIN THE 

FIRST WEEK OF JANUARY! 
 

 
 

CALLING ALL USHERS!!! 
I would like to offer all who have served and 
those who want to serve the chance to do so 
in the coming year of 2017.  If you have any 
questions or concerns you may call me at 765-
541-1088.  Thanks, Daren Marlow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
CLASS BEGINS 

JANUARY 25 at 7:00 PM 
ROOM 207 

Primetime Parables offers practical applications for daily 
living and feature classic short clips with relevant 
scriptures that translate to modern parables on the 
teachings of Jesus. 

This study will feature clips from 5 classic TV shows:  
Mayberry, Beverly Hillbillies, Lucy Show, Dick Van Dyke 
Show and Gilligan’s Island. 

Pastor Chris will facilitate this class that begins on 
Wednesday evening, January 25 at 7:00 PM in Room 207.  
Class size is limited, so please sign up at the table in the 
Community Room.   



CANDLES & CAROLS 
CHRISTMAS MORNING 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 AT 11:00 AM 
This will be a service of prayer, praise and 
singing of carols.  It will also be a time of 
remembrance as we memorialize those in our 
congregation who have gone home to be with 
the Lord this year. 
 

 
 
Due to Christmas falling on Sunday, there will 
be no Sunday School on Christmas Day 
morning.  The Candles & Carols service will take 
the place of our morning worship that day and 
will begin at 11:00 AM. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 AT 10:30 AM 
Join us for our 5th annual “Concert of Prayer” during our 
regular morning worship time.  This will be a time for 
prayer for the new year, special prayer requests will be 
taken, there will be a time for sharing of personal 
testimonies, singing of songs and communion.  Don’t miss 
out on this special start to your 2017. 
 
 

JANUARY 2017 HOLIDAY, SPECIAL & WACKY DAYS 
 
January 1  New Year’s Day 
January 2  Run up the Flagpole & Salute 
January 3  Festival of Sleep Day 
January 4  National Spaghetti Day 
January 5  National Bird Day 
January 6  Bean Day 
January 7  Old Rock Day 
January 8  Bubble Bath Day 
January 9  Peculiar People Day 
January 10  Houseplant Appreciation Day 
January 11  Step in a Puddle & Splash Day 
January 12  National Pharmacist Day 
January 13  International Skeptics Day 
January 14  Dress Up Your Pet Day 
January 15  National Hat Day 
January 16  National Nothing Day 
January 17  Ditch New Years Resolutions Day 
January 18  Winnie the Pooh Day 
January 19  National Popcorn Day 
January 20  National Buttercrunch Day 
January 21  Squirrel Appreciation Day 
January 22  National Blonde Brownie Day 
January 23  National Pie Day 
January 24  Compliment Day 
January 25  Oposite Day 
January 26  Spouse’s Day 
January 27  Chocolate Cake Day 
January 28  Fun at Work Day 
January 29  National Cornchip Day 
January 30  Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day 
January 31  Backward Day 



DECEMBER 2016/ 

JANUARY 2017 
 

DECEMBER 14 THROUGH DECEMBER 17 

Wednesday, December 14 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7:00 PM  

Youth Guys Small Group @ Kaz’s – 7 to 8 

PM 

 

 

Thursday, December 15 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

Life Lessons from Mayberry – 7 

PM 

 

Saturday, December 17 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 
 
 

DECEMBER 18 THROUGH DECEMBER 24 

Sunday, December 18 

CBO OFFERING  

Sunday School  - 9:30 AM 
Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

Caroling & Caring – 6:00 PM 

 

Tuesday, December 20 

Ladies Prayer Meeting -  9:00 AM - 

#2 

 

Wednesday, December 21 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7 PM 

 

Thursday, December 22 

OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

 

Saturday, December 24 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

 
 

DECEMBER 25 THROUGH DECEMBER 31 

Sunday, December 25 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Candles & Carols – 11:00 AM 

No Evening Events at the Church 

Family Together Night 

 

Monday, December 26 

OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

Tuesday, December 27 

Ladies Prayer Meeting -  9:00 AM - #3 

OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS 

Wednesday, December 28 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7 PM 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

Thursday, December 29 

OFFICE CLOSED FOR NEW YEAR’S 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

 

Saturday, December 31 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

 
 

 
 

 

JANUARY 1 THROUGH JANUARY 7 

Sunday, January 1  

Sunday School  - 9:30 AM 
Concert of Prayer – 10:30 AM 

No Evening Events – Family Night 

 

Monday, January 2 

OFFICE CLOSED FOR NEW YEAR’S 

 

Tuesday, January 3 

Ladies Prayer Meeting -  9:00 AM - #1 

CWC Executive Meeting – 6:00 PM 

CWC – 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, January 4 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7:00 

PM  

 

Thursday, January 5 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

 

Saturday, January 7 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

 
JANUARY 8 THROUGH JANUARY 14 

Sunday, January 8 

Sunday School  - 9:30 AM 
Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

Youth – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

Life Groups – 6:00 PM 

 

Tuesday, January 10 

Ladies Prayer Meeting -   

9:00 AM - #2 

 

Wednesday, January 11 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7 PM 

Youth Guys Small Group @ Kaz’s – 7 to 8 

PM 

 

Thursday, January 12 

Karing Keenagers – 11:00 AM 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

 

Saturday, January 14 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

 

JANUARY 15 THROUGH JANUARY 21 

Sunday, January 15 

Sunday School  - 9:30 AM 
Morning Worship – 10:30 AM 

SHARE & Church Council – Noon & 1 PM 

Youth – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

No Other Evening Events – Family Night 

 

Monday, January 16 

Coordinating Council – 6:30 PM 

 

Tuesday, January 17 

Ladies Prayer Meeting -  9:00 AM - #3 

Board of Trustees – 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, January 18 

Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary – 7 

PM 

Youth Guys Small Group @ Kaz’s –  

7 to 8 PM 

 

Thursday, January 19 

Men’s Basketball – 6:30 PM 

 

Saturday, January 21 

Men’s Prayer Meeting – 7:00 AM 

 

 

              


