
January 2019 Newsletter - Highlighting Southeast Asia
These quarterly newsletters are created to keep the fellowship connected and up to date on all God is doing around 
the world. If you would like to share news in this publication, email us at news@efiglobal.org. Your communication 
with us means a lot. We want to hear about the victories and the struggles. We care about you. Let us hear from you.

EFI Ministry in 
the Philippines
In the latter part of 2018, Larry 
Cockerham spent three weeks 
traveling and ministering in Nepal 
and the Philippines. In Nepal, 
Larry supported the opening of 
the new ISOM Bible college. From 
his time in the Philippines, Larry 
shared this report:

“By the help of God, along 
with your giving and prayers, 
great things are happening in 
Western Samar, Philippines. By 
God’s grace, our work here has 
an apostolic overseer, a strong 
mother church, a Bible college for 
training ministers, and nutritional 
programs for over 1,200 children. 
Now we are in the process of 
planting seven new churches in 
villages where they previously had 
no opportunity to hear the word 
of God. Praise be to God.”

A Message from EFI Chairman Phillip Miles:
Happy New Year EFI Family! I trust your Holiday Season was blessed by the 
Lord and you made wonderful memories with your families. I am excited about 
this next year for our EFI family, as well. We have exciting things to share!

First of all, I have to say again, it was not easy to cancel the annual EFI confer-
ence last year, but I plan to make it up to you this year. We are putting together 
what I’m calling, Super Regionals. The idea is to get our pastors and spouses 
and their paid pastoral ministry staff together for a meal, some fellowship, 
encouragement, vision casting and solidifying our relationships. 

If you have a far distance to drive to attend the Super Regional nearest you, EFI 
is so committed to this event, we will pay for your motel expense, so you can 
hang out all you want in our evening time. I will be bringing a team with me for 
each regional, so you get a holistic picture of what we are doing and how you 
can be engaged as you wish. Relationships are easy to talk about but can be dif-
ficult to achieve, since it requires our most valuable asset: TIME. All of us desire 
more meaningful relationships but are we willing to invest the TIME? I hope so. 

I am asking you to give me some of your TIME, so we can work together for 
things much bigger than our own small world of ministry.  There is a big world 
out there that is calling us. But just as importantly, there are pastors who are 
barely holding on, hoping someone will notice and take time for them. You 
could be the answer to some pastor’s desperate prayer. 

If you attend our Super Regional, I will do my very best to serve you and mo-
tivate you towards the things you are called to do. Debbie will be sending out 
dates and locations and I ask that you immediately put them down on your 
calendar. This is not a substitute for our annual conference but just a foretaste 
of what is to come! Our future is great! 

Consider this thought; I don’t think any of us actually “chose” EFI on our own. 
I believe we were placed here by the Lord, Himself. So that indicates a specific 
purpose for our being together as a family. I love you and I feel that you love 
me as well. So, let’s get to know one another better and let’s join forces to do 
great things for God! 2019 is going to be greater than any of us could possibly 
ask or imagine, as we walk together as family!

In Him, - Phillip Miles



Prayer Corner
We started this new section
in our newsletters, because we
want to hear from you about your
personal prayer needs. Have you
and your church been celebrating
something you’ve been believing
God for, and it came to pass? We
want to pray for you, and we want
to celebrate your victories. If you
would like prayer from the rest
of the EFI family, please share via
email to admin@efiglobal.org

Prayer Requests: 

-Harry Miller, pastor of Living Wa-
ters Christian Fellowship, is having 
some major health issues.

-Pastor John McCauley, pastor 
of New Life Christian Fellow-
ship, Seneca SC, passed away on 
December 5, 2018.  Please pray 
for his wife, Ova, and family, along 
with his congregation and friends.
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2019 Super Regionals
EFI will be hosting Super Regionals starting in March.  Phillip will be 
attending, along with Larry Cockerham.  The meetings will consist of a meal, 
a presentation by Phillip and Larry regarding the global activities of EFI, and 
plenty of time to fellowship. The confirmed Super Regionals are:

March 1st - Eastern NC for a dinner
March 9th - Florida - Congreso EFI - New Port Richie for lunch
March 21st - Ohio/Midwest for dinner in Cincinnati
March 25th - Western/Central NC for dinner in Charlotte
March 26th - Upstate SC for dinner in Spartanburg
April 16th - Central/Coastal SC for dinner in Florence
May 17/18th - Florida for dinner in Orlando  
Alabama/Georgia - yet to be confirmed

More details will be forthcoming as we near each event.

2019 Annual Conferences
The dates for next year’s conferences have been set, as well as the venue. 
Both conferences will be held at the Landmark Resort on the beach in Myrtle 
Beach.  More details will be shared as plans are finalized.

Our Congreso EFI (formerly known as the Hispanic Conference) will begin 
Saturday evening, October 26th and end Monday, October 28 at noon.

The Leverage Conference will begin Monday evening, October 28th and end 
Wednesday, October 30 at noon.

Highlighting
Work in SE Asia 
Southeast Asia is our highlighted 
area of the world for this January 
2019 Newsletter. For this purpose, 
Rod Reid has shared the following 
update on work in area:  

Friends of EFI, I would like to present 
to you an opportunity in SE Asia. Mi-
chael & Naomi Phillips are long term 
missionaries in Northern Thailand 
that have been faithful to give their 
hearts to the spread of the gospel in 
that Buddhist country. Phillip and I 
have made numerous trips over there 
the last few years and would love for 
more of you to experience the bless-
ing of what God is doing through the 
ministry of Advocates Reach.

Their ministry is multi-faceted. They 
have a Bible training center for 
northern Thai pastors as well as to 
“L” pastors. They have a boys home, 
a new outreach with a church on the 
“L” border, a yearly couples’ confer-
ence for pastors and their wives, 

and a request for ministry to “C” and 
possibly Vietnam. I personally have wit-
nessed the fruitfulness of this ministry 
and support them from our church’s 
mission budget, and I request that you 
prayerfully consider this blossoming 
ministry in SE Asia. 

The following is a recent statement 
from Michael and Naomi:

We have much to be thankful for as we 
bring this year to a close:

-The boys home was blessed by a much 
needed water-tower, ensuring water 
throughout the year and an official 
driveway was just put in.

-The main training center has a new 
kitchen! Anyone who has visited the 
center will appreciate this addition as 
the old one was challenging at best.
Funding for the Lao centers was provid-
ed as needed.

-Finances to renovate an old ware-
house as a multi-purpose church/
training center in Ban Ta  have come in. 
Renovation is underway and the Ban Ta 
Fellowship Church has moved in.

We are so thankful for each of you 
who has contributed to these needs 
both in finances and in prayer. 

Many have asked for an updated list 
of needs. It seems that there is never 
a lack but God is always faithful. 
Please pray and consider support in 
these areas:

-Our overall general fund is dwin-
dling. This money supports all aspects 
of the ministry.

-The center is in need of bathrooms. 

-Our home is in need of major main-
tenance, the cost of which would be 
better put into building a new smaller 
home, partially dismantling the pres-
ent home.

-Our truck needs to be updated.

-Our 25 year old rusty stove needs to 
be replaced as the top is now begin-
ning to fall apart. 

If you are interested in more infor-
mation or helping in any of these 
projects please email us at:
salt4asia@gmail.com


