
Highlights 

Baptism 11 am              

Happy FATHER’S DAY       

NO PM service today 

6-17 

New Bride Shower       
Melissa Black          1-3 pm 

6-24 

Jr. Camp week @ Mt. Lou 

San, Harrisburg 

7-2 

Independence Day - 

Office Closed 

7-4 

 

Teen Camp week @ Mt. 

Lou San, Harrisburg 

7-9 

Membership Class 8-11:30 am 7-21 

5th Sunday Fellowship 

Lunch 

7-29 

Church Picnic @            

Camp Timberledge 

8-11 

Child Protection Training      

6pm 

8-19 

AWANA begins 9-5 

Tabernacle Bible Church 

  Branches 

Summer Video Series     
       with David Platt  

Summer Surprise!                                      
 4yrs. thru graduated 6th grade  

...you are the branches.  Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.                                               John 15:5 ESV 

(9:45 a.m. during Sunday School) 

July 1—Aug. 5 

Biblical support and practical action 

steps to help Christians take a                 

courageous and compassionate stand 

on some of the most controversial            

issues of our time. 

If you missed the June 

meeting…  

IMPORTANT  

REMINDER ! 

Annual Child  

Protection Training     

August 19th   @    6 pm 

All volunteers must attend a yearly training.  

All Adults Welcome 

...let’s Dig in Together 

Wednesday Night Options @ TBC   6:30—7:30 
Sr. High Youth Group          

graduated 7th graders thru 12th  

455 Grove St. 

Honesdale, PA 18431 

www.tabernaclebiblechurch.org 

570-253-0720 

Summer 2018 

Inviting All Ladies and Girls! 

NEW BRIDE SHOWER 
 for Melissa Black 

Come celebrate with us…  

Sunday, June 24   

after a.m. service 

1pm—3 pm 
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We are blessed to know a number of 

teens and young adults committing 

their summer to full-time mission 

ministry working with Mt. Lou 

San Bible Camp and through 

CEF.  

Pray that many children will come 

to know JESUS this summer! 

 

Reminder!  
You can get $50 TBC 

scholarship off your 

summer camp fee  

Submit your ‘Hide 

The Word” booklet 

by:  

6-24 Jr campers 

7-1 Teen campers 

SUMMER MISSIONS !  

Church 

Picnic 
August 11 

Mark your calendar for our 

annual Church Picnic              

@ Camp Timberledge. 

So much great outdoor         

fun! Kayaks, swimming,     

volleyball, baseball etc.  

The entire campground is ours 

for the day! 

We will again have our world 

famous chicken BBQ… plan to  

bring a side dish to share.  

Watch for details coming in 

your church bulletin. 

 

 

 

Plan to stay with us July 

29th for Lunch after the 

morning   service.  We are grilling hotdogs and hamburgers.  

Sign up in the front foyer or online for sides and condiments.  

5TH SUNDAY  

LUNCHEON 

 40th  year  

Wed. September 5th   

6:30 to 8:00 pm  

3 yr olds (by August 31st) to 

6th grade.       

 

And…        

...don’t forget JV’s & Sr. High 

for the Teens! 

TBC MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

8 —11:30 am 

Saturday   July 21st 

Enroll at the Welcome Desk  

Or  

Enroll online @ 

tabernaclebiblechurch.org 

 Page 2   Branches 
www.tabernaclebiblechurch.org 



“A life fully yielded” 

Bob Hoffman 

The beauty of God’s love is its relentlessness.  God pursues his children and brings 
them home—just as he did the one sheep who was lost.  He leaves the 99 and 
brings back the lost one on his shoulders rejoicing.  This is how it is with all who 

have come to see Jesus as their personal Savior.  Bob Hoffman is no exception.   

 

Over Bob’s lifetime, he was saved three times–twice physically and the third spiritu-
ally.  Before those stories, let’s get to know him a bit.  Bob was born in 1942 during 
WWII (one year before the founding of the Tabernacle).  Because of the war, he did 
not meet his father until he was about 3 years old.  Three soldiers came into his house and greeted him.  Bob recalls,   
“My Mom, a flaming red head, said that’s your Daddy.’  I said, ‘no that’s not my Daddy’ and I took her by the hand into her 
bedroom to show her my father…pointing to an 8 X 10 black and white picture of my Dad in his uniform from the chest up. 

I said, ‘that’s my Dad, he has no legs!’  That’s how I imagined my Daddy until that day when I met him in person.”   

 

Bob’s father served a total of 20 years in the military  with the Army National Guard and retired as Lt. Col and the         
Battalion Commander of the 50th Armored Division in East Orange, NJ.  As a kid, on administrative nights, Bob got to play 

in all the jeeps, trucks, halftracks, and tanks.   

 

During those earlier years, Bob was mercifully saved by the hand of God.  When Bob was 6 months old in Maplewood, 
NJ., his mother parked his carriage with a brake, but it released, and his carriage rolled down the driveway and out into    
a busy street.   His carriage struck a 1940’s steel-tank-of-a-car head on.   Miraculously he survived this mishap!  But he 

would have to have surgery and live with a misshapen head.  

 

Growing up, Elementary school days were the best and the worst for Bob.  Out of 500 students in his grade, he was 3rd 
from the bottom.  He and His mother worked hard through summer school sessions.  However, on the ball field Bob was 
usually one of the captains or first chosen on a team.  Bob says, “I was the biggest, strongest, and the best in all sports!   

Of course, that’s what all kids that age respect.  All thanks to God!” 

 

Bob had always had an understanding of God’s love from his youth.  He remembers lying on the floor to listen to a    
wooden radio with the glowing tubes that gave off heat and a unique electric sent.  He was a very active kid, but the 
church music captivated his soul.  He attended Sunday School all his life.  In fact, he first met his one day wife in his 3rd 

grade Sunday School–Karen Kelshaw.   She was also the senior high fellowship group president in his senior year. 

 

Bob went to the University of Maryland to study Phys-Ed with the hopes of being a health or P.E. teacher.  It was a lot of 
work, and he loved it—but he was not earning enough money and wanted more from life.  At about the age of 32, he was 

struggling with his faith in God.  He wanted to believe and wanted it all to be true, but he wasn’t sure. 

 

In 1972, Bob and Karen started a part-time woodworking business and went full-time in 1976 selling at craft shows hoping 
to make lots of money.  Through this business venture, they were very successful–employing numerous people.  But with 
changing economies, they were crushed with boom and bust.  Bankruptcy became the only way forward.  Bob reflects on 

continued...  
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why God might have allowed this to happen to them, “Jesus was in all my life, except my business and making money.  I 
wanted to do it myself…didn’t need any of God’s help.  The consequences were that everything in my life was great…

except my finances were a failure…because of my pride and refusal to have God bless my business.”   

 

Bob was being pursued by the Good Shepherd.  One day, in his workshop, a major fire broke out.  He barely made it out 
alive.  To this day, Bob knows it was God’s hand of protection on his life to push him out of the building, and his life would 
be changed forever through this event.  He had 40% burns and a 93% chance of dying.  The burn unit put him in an     
induced coma for 3 weeks to do numerous surgeries.  No doctor or nurse ever gave his wife any hope that he would live. 

Even in the 3rd week, all his organs started to shut down as if he was in his final days.   

 

In the twilight of his coma, in which Bob believes, he had an experience which seemed as though he were transported into 
“the third heaven” like Paul.  During this fire experience, Bob says he saw clearly God’s intervening hand to give him a 
second chance at life, and he no longer had any doubt.  He became completely convinced of the reality of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ who died to save him from sin in order that he would serve Him.  This experience held the second physical 

rescue and the third time God would save him–this time from his sin. 

 

When Bob awoke from the comma, his life was changed permanently.  He no longer doubted God in the least.  He began 
that day and every day making Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior.  Nothing else matters to Bob now—save God’s glory.       

If you have met Bob, you will instantly recognize his joy and contagious love for God.   

 

In the past couple of years, God has given Bob wisdom for his health.  Facing 
a debilitating degree of diabetes, and about to need amputations, Bob       
discovered a better way of eating and taking care of his body that has literally 

set him back on his feet again and able to serve the Lord. 

 

Bob says, “These years have been ‘off-the-charts’ amazingly wonderful, 
meaningful, packed with the joy of the Lord!  Yet, Karen and I have           
experienced all the worst, most dreaded things in these years as well.        

We came to the end of our business…without money, with debts, bankruptcy, illnesses, with the prospect of losing our 
home while Karen was dying of   cancer.  [Karen went to be with Jesus about 2 years ago] Even one day with our Lord 
and Savior completely overrides all the worst things that happen to each of us!  Next to living a completely born-again life 

(as much as we humans are       capable of)  nothing else even matters!”   

 

Written and Submitted by Heide Kwestel and Pastor Banks 
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