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We will all agree that the 
quiet humble and holy scene 
at that first Christmas is 
indeed a time for rejoicing, 
for God came as a baby to 
dwell with us and ultimately 
become the Savior of the 
entire world.  How could we 
let this amazing work of God 
get so clouded and crowded 
by all the commercialism of 
a current day Christmas 
celebration?  We all admit 
that we should make Christ 
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  o u r 
“CHRIST”mas, but have we 
really put that commitment 
into our Christmas plan? 

Start NOW! 

Our church has scheduled 
several special events that 
will focus your thoughts and 
hearts on the real reason 
Christ came; so we could 
have a restored   relationship 

with God through a personal 
faith in Christ.  Mark your 
calendar so you can give 
Christ the   “center” 
of your Christmas this year.   

December 10 at 6:00 p.m. 

Children’s Ministries Christ-
mas Program The program 
w i l l  b e  e n t i t l e d                  
The Conspiracy of Love, 
written and directed by   
Rebecca Rowe for our Sun-
day School and AWANA 
children.  After the program, 

Christmas Christmas Christmas ---      Celebration of Christ’s BirthCelebration of Christ’s BirthCelebration of Christ’s Birth   

...you are the branches.  Whoever abides in Me and I 

in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 

Me you can do nothing.  John 15:5 ESV 

we will reveal the winners of 
the AWANA coin challenge 
and see if we were able to lift 
Mr. Drew on a balance scale. 

The winning team will enjoy 
a special treat.  Refreshments 
will be served.      

 

December 17 at 6:00 pm. 

Our choir’s cantata will be 
held during the evening   

service at 6:00 pm. Night 

of the Father’s Love 
will be directed by Sheryl 
Beals.   

 

December 24 at 7:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Carols Service 

will include singing of tradi-
tional Christmas carols,   
special music and devotional.  
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December 31st will be our 

next 5th Sunday Fellowship 

Lunch.  Families are to bring 

appetizers for finger foods for 

an informal lunch.    What a 

great time to spend with 

friends as we close out the 

past year.  There will be no 

evening service but we en-

courage you to get together 
with loved ones to celebrate 

the beginning of a new year. 

Eve of 2018Eve of 2018Eve of 2018   

The Board of Directors has set 
Monday, December 4th for our 
annual Budget Business Meet-
ing to approve the 2018 budget 
plan.  Other business will be 
addressed as outlined in the 
letter sent to members.       
Absentee ballots can be      
requested at our website or in 
writing.  

Annual Business Annual Business Annual Business 
MeetingMeetingMeeting   

Count your Blessings Thanksgiving Service 

6:00 pm , Sun.  Nov. 19th 

Dessert fellowship to follow.  Bring something to share. 

 
Dessert  

Fellowship  

A postcard size advertisement 
has been included in this mail-
ing.  Use it to invite a friend.  
Please be sure to note that the 
Cantata will be on the evening of 
Dec. 17th at 6:00 pm so no one 
has to miss their own church 
services. 
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TESTIMONIES ARE SHARED 

1. To see how God is at work in all our lives for 

good. 

2. To learn from each other’s life stories. 

3. To grow closer as a church family for effective-

ness in serving God.  

Audrey Ingram  

Several weeks back at a Sunday morning  service, 
Audrey Ingram bravely and tearfully shared her 
powerful testimony with us.  For those who 
missed that service, or for a review for those 
there that day, here is how God and a godly 
grandmother brought Audrey and her daughter, 
Sarah, to our church family and to full-time min-
istry with the Wayne-Pike Child Evangelism    
Fellowship of Eastern Pa.  Here is a condensed 
version of Audrey’s live testimony. 

“Due to circumstances of seeking a better life, my 
mother and father migrated from Jamaica to England.   
I was then raised by my grandmother in Jamaica.”  
This grandmother, who had 14 children of her own, 
would rise every morning at 5 am to teach Audrey 
God’s Word!  Audrey rebelled against God even in her 
younger years and at 17 was pregnant and dropped 
out of High School.  The father was three times her 
age, and she experienced abuse from him.  “I was beat-
en so badly once that I was unconscious for three days 
and was not taken to a hospital, but God would not 
allow me to die.”  She escaped that situation, and 
after that, Audrey gave her life to Jesus and got 
baptized, but was still making bad personal choic-
es.  The Bible says: “The way of the Transgressor 
is hard” Prov. 13:15. This was certainly true in 
Audrey’s long and hard road!  

“One day I met a man who invited me to come to the 
US with him.  I left my two daughters with my Aunt 
in Jamaica.  Two years later I had two more children. 

 

 

 

 Then a gunman broke into our house in Brooklyn, NY 
and he said he was going to kill all of us.  I cried out to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the gunman ran out.”  
Audrey sought refuge in a church.  Years later she 
got married to a man from the church and had 
three children with him.  Her 7th child was born 
very premature, and the doctor did not expect 
her to live, but God performed a miracle!  That 
baby was, and is, Sarah, who we worship with on 
Sundays and who recently became an official 
member of the Tabernacle Bible Church!  Today 
we know Sarah as a very bright, joyful young lady 
who loves the Lord and is beloved by the chil-
dren she teaches with her mother throughout the 
area through the CEF ministry.  

The following information came from my ques-
tions with Audrey. 
Bob:  How did you and Sarah find your way to Honesdale 

and the Tabernacle?   
Audrey:  "We visited our friend, Brenda Jones, a 
member here, for a short visit and fell in love with 
the area and this church family.”  It was NOT 
Audrey’s intent to stay, but Sarah was the one 
who was drawn to live here.  Sarah loved nature’s 
beauty, the people were so friendly, and she felt 
at peace here as well.  Audrey’s whole life was in 
Brooklyn and “certainly Honesdale didn’t have 
public transportation!” God moved in Audrey’s 
heart to come to Honesdale to be in ministry…
and she obeyed.  She gave up everything she 
knew and had in life.   

God’s Grace & a Godly Grandmother 
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They arrived with no place to live, no furniture, 
no money, and no job…only God’s call on them 
to minister. However, God provided all they 
needed through people's generous gifts, to even 
anonymous gifts of rent paid.   David Misiura  
referred them to Bob Longenecker and the pro-
cess of becoming missionaries was started.  
Audrey and Sarah then volunteered for one year 
with CEF very successfully, and then went for  
intensive training to become the full-time CEF 
missionaries they are today. 
Bob:  What is the main message of your testimony?   

Audrey: “Don’t give up on people and don’t give up 
on yourself!   God’s grace is always greater than our 
sins.” 

Bob:  What brought you to Jesus?  

 Audrey:  “At an open-air evangelistic service in   
Jamaica, one of the ladies came to me and said, 
“The Lord has a hold on you and is not going to let 
go of you.” 
Bob:  Was it difficult to obey God’s call to become mission-

aries? 

Audrey: “It was not easy in the beginning.”  “We 
had to give up everything we knew, my business, our 
apartment, and then had to live in one room tempo-
rarily and didn’t know what our ministry would be 
or even where at the time”.  
Bob:  How does it feel to live a fully redeemed life and in 

full-time ministry today?   

Audrey: “Wonderful. Amazing, bewildering, but 
thankful that I obeyed my Master’s call.”   
Audrey and Sarah, you not only have blessed 
God’s church family at the Tabernacle, you have 
changed the eternal lives of hundreds of children; 
all thanks to God’s grace as well as the special 
blessings of a Godly grandmother!  God’s full  
rewards await you both! 

Costa Rican Mission Fund 
Three of our members , Jason Lewis, Rodney Branning 

and Tom Winnberg, will again return to join Ryan 

Rought for a large evangelistic and tactical training event 

in Costa Rica.  A fund has been established  by our 

Board of Directors to aid the men in the expenses of 

the trip.  Please mark an offering envelope if you wish to 

designate a gift toward this trip.    

Coming in early 2018 

 Jan. 7—Our missionaries the Souza’s from Brazil, will 
be with us for the Sunday School hour.    They only 
will be in the states for 30 days.  Don’t miss their  

update.   
 

 Feb. 9-18—Costa Rican Mission Trip.   
 

 Feb. 11—Church & Community Event as we host the  
Drama Team from Bob Jones University during our 

Evening service at 6:00 pm 
 

 Feb. 16-18—Sr. High Snow Camp at Word of Life. 
 

 Feb. 23—Parenting Seminar—Foundations will part-
ner with TBC to host a Parenting conference that will 
begin with a lovely dinner, prepared by Rodney Bran-

ning.   
 

 Mar. 10—AWANA Grand Prix Car Race / snow date of 
March 18th.  Cars are all due by March 7th.   

 

 Apr. 1—6—Church & Community Event— Encounter 

Revival Team returns to TBC for a week of ministry.   
 

 May 29—SAVE THE DATE—TBC will have a special 

anniversary service to celebrate our 75th year.   

Williamson Ministry Vehicle 
A fund has also been established by our Board to assist 

our missionaries, Paul and Helen Williamson with an 

outstanding balance on their ministry vehicle.  The fund 

remains open until Dec. 31st.  Please mark your offering 

envelope with the appropriate designation.   
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Page 4 Winter 2017 

Reminders:  

 THE ANNUAL BUSINESS 

MEETING for adoption of the 

2018 Budget will be held on 

December 4th at 7:00 p.m.  

ALL members are encour-

aged to be in attendance.  

Absentee ballots can be 

requested. 

 

 THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON 

THE FOLLOWING DATES: 

 November 23 & 24 

 December 25-Jan 2 

 

 THERE WILL BE NO AWANA, 

PRAYER MEETING , SR. HIGH 

YOUTH GROUP ON WEDNESDAY,   

DEC  27TH. All regular activi-

ties will resume on January 

3rd.   

 

 AWANA GRAND PRIX RACES 

March 10th with a snow date 

of March 18th.  Cars are due 

on March 7th.   

 

 The fund remains open to  

the end of the year to assist 

the Williamsons with their 

ministry vehicle fund.   

 

  MOMtoMOM—meets on the 

second Tuesday of each 

month.  A great connection 

for moms.  Child care provid-

ed by volunteers.  

 

  Homebuilders Fellowship— 

a Bible Study and fellowship 

for married couples with 

school age children at home.  

Meets monthly usually the 

4th Monday of the month. 

 

 First Place 4 Health—meets 

weekly on Tuesday evening 

with a Bible study and inten-

tional plan for healthy living.  

Contact Jim or Rebecca 

Rowe if you are interested.   

What are you thankful for?  And, to 
whom, do you express your gratitude?  
As Abby and I sit here, thinking, we are deeply thankful 
for all of God’s providences in our lives, but perhaps we 
do not verbalize them as often as we should.  We are 
thankful for God’s directive hand in several ways:  

   

 That began with God’s good intention to allow us to grow up with an exposure to the truths 
of the gospel in a loving home.   

 We’re thankful for allowing us to live in a country with promised opportunity for the gospel 
to be freely practiced and preached.   

 We’re thankful for the grace of God which opened our eyes to understand and know Him 
through Jesus Christ His Son with the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 

 We’re thankful for the goodness of God which providentially put us into relationship with 
each other, the five children he has given us, and the church family he has sovereignly 
placed us in.   

 

But have we thanked God for the difficulties, and his goodness that have come to us through 
trials?  Psalm 84:11 says, “For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and 
honor.  No good thing will he withhold from those who walk uprightly.”  Do we count the less 
pleasant things as God’s favor and honor?  John Newton once wrote,  

“Thru many dangers, toils and snares,  

I have already come;  

‘tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  

and grace will lead me home.” 

 

God’s grace has brought us safe thus far, and there is every reason to give thanks in 
advance for the grace that will lead us home.  Perhaps this is the year of Christ’s return?  Let’s 
prepare our heart with grateful anticipation as we approach the Christmas season.  What are 
you thankful for?  Are you consciously expressing your gratitude, daily, for His favor and hon-
or—no matter how that good may come?    

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas 
                                           Pastor and Abby Banks 

New Members at the TabernacleNew Members at the TabernacleNew Members at the Tabernacle   

Sarah Halloway Sam Clark John & Robine DeLeon 


