
Palm Sunday………........March 25 

Regular schedule 

 

Good Friday ………..….. March 30 

Service including Communion  

7:00 p.m. 

 

Resurrection Sunday…….. April 1 

Easter Breakfast                           

9:00 am 

Each family bring a continental 

style breakfast item to share. 

  

Easter Worship Service 

    10:30 a.m. 

No Sunday school  

No PM service 

 

Easter Schedule 

Spring 2018 

 

  

Come out at 9:00 am for an  

Easter Sunday Fellowship Break-

fast.  Bring a favorite breakfast 

item to share.  There will be a 

relaxed time of fellowship prior 

to the beginning our early     

Worship Service at 10:30am  

with the Encounter Revival 

Team providing special music.   

 

There will be no Sunday School 

or Evening Service on Easter.   

...you are the branches.  Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.   
John 15:5 ESV 

                                                           Due to the serious nature of some                                 

                  allergies, we are limiting the       

display of Easter plants to the following non-allergic varieties; 

tulips, azalea, hydrangea, pansies, orchids & carnations.    If you 

wish to place a plant in the church for Good Friday and Easter, 

you must 1) purchase your own plant (variety as allowed 

above) & 2) contact Bonnie at 253-0720 with the  information 

to be printed in the bulletin as your  memorial tribute.  We ask 

that plants arrive at the church either  Wed. night or Thurs.             

between 8:00am  & 4:30 pm.   Please mark your name on your 

plant.  You may take your plant home at the end of the Morning 

Worship Service on Resurrection Sunday.   
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All members of the Tabernacle 

should plan on attending this              

important annual meeting. 

Absentee requests and voting  can 

be done  online or submitted in 

writing to the office.   

Nominations will be posted on 

the front bulletin board after            

        March 25th.   

Annual Business Meeting  

 April 9th at 7:00 p.m. 

Tabernacle Bible Church 

Easter Fellowship Breakfast  

Our Resurrection Sunday service will be a very special as we 

welcome the Encounter Revival Team to the Tabernacle.  

They will share in the Morning Worship Service with several 

inspirational songs.  Our special week continues  as Ardy   

Parlin and the team will be with us every night Monday 

through Friday (April 2-6)  at 7:00 pm.  Each night     

includes music, drama, skits, puppet shows, with break-out 

sessions for both children and teens, and preaching from 

God’s word on victorious Christian living. 4 of our own 

TBC youth are on this year’s team.  It will be an exciting 

week of inspiration and challenge.    Plan to join us.   



Other Dates to Note 

Apr 29 5th Sunday           

Fellowship Lunch 

May 5 Sr. High Formal 

dinner 

June 10 Graduate Recognition 

 

 

Give Blood 

save a life 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

April 3th 12:30-6:30 pm MOUNT LOU SAN BIBLE CAMP NOTES: 

 Early registration discount ends     

April 1st 

 TBC Junior Week  - July 2-7 

 TBC Teen Week July 9-14 

AWANA Club is winding down 

We have had a very difficult year with many      

cancelled clubs due to adverse weather conditions.  

Our kids continue to work hard when they are 

here.  Our closing program will be held on Sunday, 

May 6th at 6:00 pm.  Encourage your children to 

Fast Track their handbook work so they can finish 

their book this year.   

 New Members at TBC 

Steve & Chassidy Lowe John & Betty Lowe 

May 27th will be the celebration  
service for the Tabernacle’s 75th 
year.  The service will begin at 10:30 
am with Dr. Paul Williamson 
(former pastor) as our key speaker.  
The service will be built around: 

Faithfulness 

Foundations 

Family 

Focus 

Future 

There will be a fellowship lunch  
following the morning service.  
There will be no evening service.   

 

Canaan Christian Academy Ensemble 

will present a  special evening of music 

and testimony on April 8th at 6:00 pm 

Instead of our traditional spring banquet, this year our ladies will 

arrive to muffins and fruit with a delightful brunch later in the 

morning.   Reservations will be taken by the envelope system.  This 

year we will have something special for our youngest girls, and 3 

mini sessions for our older girls, teens and adult ladies.  Special 

speakers will engage us in the process of transformation.  

∫ ∫

May 12, 2018 beginning at 9:00 am 

Details of this year’s ticket price and  
early discount period were not available 
at printing time.  Keep watching the 
church foyer for information, reservation 
envelopes and deadlines.   

For all regular attendees of TBC!  It is not too 

late to give your submission for the 2018 

Phone and Address Directory.  Photos are 

still being taken.  We will  be working on   

directories in the next few weeks and will 

have one copy for all our regular families.    



Servants and Friends of God 
Russ and Joanna Gillow 

 

 

 

I’ve had the opportunity and privilege to sit down with Russ and Joanna at their home in 

Prompton to hear their life stories.  After hearing and  contemplating what they told me 

and comparing it to almost 60 years of the evidence of their actions within our church, 

Matthew 22:36-40  lights up and flashes in my mind and heart:  “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 

Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the 

first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets 

hang on these two commandments.”  My dear brothers and sisters, whether you are very young or very senior, or in be-

tween, I invite you to hear the life testimonies of these two very humble but strong servants of the Lord and what they can 

teach us. 

Russ was born in 1932 and Joanna in 1935.  They have been married for 65 years and are aiming for 70 years!  They met 

at  Aldenville school which was next to two churches.  One was a Methodist that Russ went to and one was a Baptist 

church that Joanna went to, largely because she had to, since her father was the Pastor!  Yes, that’s right.  She is a “PK,” 

a preacher’s kid.  Her father was a traveling Evangelist before becoming a Pastor in order to have a more stable life with 

his family.  

   Here is the first lesson for all of us:  being a pastor’s kid can be difficult. People may look at preacher’s kids differently 

from other kids when in actuality they are no different.  Joanna had little interest in church even though she attended three 

services each Sunday and had no interest in learning the Bible.  She said she went up for an altar call as a young child,  

We are excited to share with you a vision for the Tabernacle.   

Below is a sneak peek of a set of core values we desire to infuse into 

the life and ministry of our church family.  In May, Lord-willing, we 

will focus our attention on these leading up to our 75th Anniversary 

service on May 27.  This set of values, were developed by our elders, in 

cooperation with the deacons for the purpose of renewing our focus in 

ministry together as we advance the gospel in Honesdale, Wayne 

county, and the world.   

 We Pray in all things to God (Ephesians 6:18) 

 We Hear God through His Word (Romans 10:17) 

 We Call all people to Christ (Matthew 11:28) 

 We Grow spiritual leaders for the church (2 Peter 3:18) 

 We Love others with Jesus’ grace (John 13:35 

 We Bless each other with God’s gifts (Romans 12:6) 

Testimonies are shared: 

1. To see how God is at work in all our 
lives for good.  

2. To learn from each other’s life sto-
ries. 

3. To grow closer as a church family for 
effectiveness in serving God.  

~from the Elders... 



but was not actually born again. That would come several years later when there was an altar call at Honesdale Gospel     

Tabernacle.  One visiting pastor afterward questioned why, as a P.K., was Joanna just now getting right with the Lord.   

Another good lesson: we are not saved by our parents’ faith.  We are saved individually when the Holy Spirit moves us and 

when we are ready.  So, let’s love and treat our pastor’s children, and wife for that matter, like the individuals they are on 

their own merit and that will honor the Lord as well. 

   Russ double dated and they wound up switching dates.  That was the beginning of Russ and Joanna!  When they were 

first married they were certainly equally yoked: neither of them were saved.  They got along terrifically.  When Joanna was 

saved in 1954, while Russ was serving in the Army as an infantry man during the Korean Conflict, they became unequally 

yoked.      

   With Russ’s return home the tension brought on by the serious differences in the condition of their souls became a real 

problem for them and came close to ending a wonderful marriage.  There they were with their first child, living in a        

converted chicken coop on his parent’s farm.  Joanna conveniently left “tracts” around, hoping that Russ would read them.  

When Joanna took Russ to the Tabernacle for the first time, while getting into the car, Russ said, “Don’t you ever ask me 

to come to this church again!”  One night while he was milking cows, Russ experienced the conviction of the Lord, and he 

has been a changed man ever since.  Once again, they are equally yoked. Sixty-five happy years together testifies to this 

work of God in their marriage.   

   “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what       

fellowship has light with darkness?”  

   Russ’s father farmed and built homes.  Russ learned the building skills growing up working with his dad, and later built 

three homes across from the farm as his family grew.  Those early days were a whole lot more rugged than today.  He 

built everything by hand without power tools!  He literally built their house around them while they were living in it without 

electricity or plumbing. The water they used came from up on top of the mountain. Those were the days in which most 

people had strict morals and a strong work ethic, because if a person did not, he might not “make it.”    

   (Just a side observation about Russ’s expert woodworking abilities.  I have made many pieces of furniture for my home; 

however, they do not compare to Russ’s expert level of fine craftsmanship as I’ve witnessed several wooden airplanes, 

trucks, etc. in his home.  His hands have helped to build our present church building, and he built the welcome desk and 

the book display in the front church lobby.)   

   Joanna attended the Tabernacle before it was officially a church starting in 1954 and is a Charter Member.  All together 

we figure she has been a member about sixty years!  She has served as a Sunday school teacher, a substitute teacher for 

the lady’s class, a Deaconess, a participant in the ladies’ fellowship group, banquets, choir, and even as a substitute     

organist.  Wow!                                                                                                           

   Joanna’s closing thought: Remember whatever your circumstances, God is faithful! “He that has begun a good work in 

you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  Russ’s closing thought: “Stay close to the Lord.  Study and prayer is very 

much needed.  ‘Love the Lord with all your heart and mind.’” 

Young people, if you ever needed Christian role models to look up to, Russ and Joanna Gillow would be one place to start.  

They are Servants and Friends of God!                                                                               ~submitted by Bob Hoffman 
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