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Fall Newsletter Tabernacle Bible Church 

 

On September 13th AWANA Clubs will begin the 

39th year at TBC with some significant changes.   

1.  Club will run from 6:30—8:00 pm—Parent pick up is 

now at 8:00 pm 

2. Mr. Drew Bundy will be our AWANA Commander 

3. Brand new T & T uniform and handbook.  All new and 

returning T & T clubbers will need the new items.   

4. Register online, order supplies or complete permission slip for game 

time.  Follow the link on the homepage at:   

www.tabernaclebiblechurch.org 

AWANA—Changes! Changes! Changes! 

AARON COFFEY EVANGELISTIC TEAM 

We are in for a challenging and enjoyable week with the Coffey Ministry Team.  They will be at the 

Tabernacle October 22-16th.  Aaron and his wife have traveled with both the Steve Pettit  and the 

Will Galkin Evangelistic Teams.  Aaron and Stephanie Coffey now travel with their 4 children and 

a team of talented musicians,  in an itinerant ministry since 2010.   Aside from their musical     

ability, Aaron and Stephanie  are also gifted in teen outreach and children’s ministries. 

Edifying the church through 

the ministry of the Word, 

Equipping believers to do 

the work of the ministry and  

Evangelizing all people for 

his glory.   

Appearing Sunday during regular scheduled services & Mon.—Thurs. at 7:00 pm 

TBC MEMBERSHIP CLASS  

 SATURDAY,  

SEPTEMBER 23rd 

 8:00 -11:30 AM 

Contact Pastor Banks 
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New Sunday Evening Series—by Drew Bundy  
“Ministering Through Music: A guide to build & sustain             
a gospel rich repertoire” (12 week study)  Begins Sept. 3  
A study in the philosophy of music and how it is used to enhance our worship of God .   
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SIX AT SIX BEGINS IN OCTOBER. 

There is still time to sign-up and     

participate in Six at Six dinner           

fellowships.  Sept. 24th is the deadline 

for this time.  Get all details at the    

Welcome Desk.   

Six at Six is a way for those who  attend 

TBC to get better acquainted with one 

another and be able to  encourage and 

edify one another.   

Don’t Miss Out! 

Homebuilders 

A fellowship of  
married couples 
who are still in 
“building your 

home” phase of life 
when there are no 
children or school 

age children at 
home.  The group 

meets mainly on the 
4th Monday of each 
month with some 
variable dates to 

better fit schedules.   

Begins 9-25 at 6:30 
pm 27 Old State Rd. 

Honesdale, PA  

MOMtoMOM 

Fellowship of moms 

of school age chil-

dren who meet on 

the second Monday 

morning of every 

month, September 

through May.  

Beginning new  fall 

session on Sept. 11th                 

9:00—11:30 am 

Free child care is 

provided for      

children age 5 and 

under.   

Friends Over 

50 

Fellowship group of 

the over 50 crowd, 

that meets quarter-

ly for the purpose of 

Christian fellowship 

over a shared meal 

together.  There is 

no set schedule.  

Events and locations  

are planned and 

announced in     

advance.   

First Place 4 

Health  

Christ-centered 
priorities:          

Bible study, prayer 
and Scripture 

memory 
Choices for health: 

Addressing the 
whole person—
emotions, mind, 
body and spirit 
Community:      

Support & account-
ability through small 

groups.   

Our group meets 
weekly on Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 pm 

No child care. 

Widows               

Fellowship 

Great time of fellow-

ship for those who 

have lost their 

spouse.  The ladies 

meet monthly for a 

pot-luck luncheon 

and a time of devo-

tional challenge.  

Second Thursday of 

each month at 11;00 

am till 2:30—3 pm. 

Sept. 14th  

Sept.—June. 

Choir is back in session         
beginning September 10th.   

Practices at 5:00 pm on               
Sunday evening.   

TBC Choir is for those who:    
display and profess a personal 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
are an adult member of TBC 

who is  faithful in their church      
attendance,  has  musical     
ability and is willing to be  

faithful to the choir ministry.  
Youth in 9th grade and older 

are also welcome.  

Choir Notes 
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TESTIMONIES ARE SHARED 

1. To see how God is at work in all our lives for 

good. 

2. To learn from each other’s life stories. 

3. To grow closer as a church family for effective-

ness in serving God.  

 

Bruce was born on July 4, 1927, son of bar owners 

and drinkers and grew up in Nutley, N.J.  In High 

School Bruce started what would become his life-

long career in the printing industry.  He became the 

top printing student and the teacher would put him 

in charge of the class when the teacher needed to 

attend to other things.  He had a natural talent for 

all aspects of printing. His first job in Newark, N.J. 

was for a pressman, but he advanced very quickly 

and was doing the job of journeyman printers the 

same as men 50 years old.  On Bruce’s 21st birthday, 

making great money, he purchased a brand new 

Harley-Davidson motorcycle. He lived largely with-

out belief in God, therefore religion found no place 

in his fast-living early life. 

Doris was born in Honesdale September 23, 1932.  

Her family moved to Harrison, N.J. and later to 

Lyndhurst, N.J.  One day in June 1949 Bruce met 

Doris, 16, the niece of Buck Case, a motorcycle    

buddy. Doris was raised a proper Presbyterian girl 

with Sunday School medals and all.  One short ride 

on Bruce’s new Harley, and he couldn’t get her off 

his mind.  A second motorcycle date was all it took!  

They later eloped to Elkton, Maryland to get mar-

ried.  One week after being married, a car ran a stop 

sign and severally injured Doris.  Bruce prayed to 

God to save his wife of one week, promising God he 

would clean up his life.  Bruce didn’t change all at 

once.  But, today we know the rest of the story! A 

totally changed man of faith.  

They visited the Honesdale area often and later 

moved to Honesdale and got a printing job.  The 

Burke’s children, Wayne and Gann, actually helped 

their parents come to the Tabernacle Bible Church 

and ultimately to be saved.  (Young children- do you 

hear this? See how Jesus can use you in mighty ways?)   

Bruce and Doris were hard workers and built their 

own house over the years with their own hands.  

They started their own printing business from 

scratch and made it into a growing success.  Then 

 

The Abundant Life of            

Bruce and Doris Burke 

This couple’s story is one of “two different back-

grounds of character and culture who discover to-

gether the secret of God’s Infinite Love, Salvation, 

Care, and Direction.”  (This is a quote from their 

amazing book that they have written and printed 

themselves and is available to you at no cost at the 

Welcome Center.  On a personal note, there is noth-

ing I could write that reading their book wouldn’t do 

1000% better.  I literally cried my way through their 

book, astonished at what total selflessness actually 

looks like.  It is evident that the Burkes have found 

that only God matters, in the experiences of their 

past and in their lives today!) 

At the last “Over 50’s Dinner,” I had the 

“experience” of sitting next to Doris Burke, who I 

really didn’t know except to greet with a hello on a 

Sunday morning.  She was a cut-up blast of person-

ality and then some!  I instantly loved her and  

wanted to know her and her husband better.  So, I 

found out plenty.  

They have been married for 68 years and have an 

obvious and genuine love for each other.  Their love 

is no secret; attendees at TBC can catch them hold-

ing hands during worship. On July 4th Wayne, their 

son, and Sue Burke invited me to their home for a 

family celebration and Bruce’s 90th birthday.  My 

brothers and sisters in Christ, Bruce and Doris are 

totally “mission tested” in their humility and in   

service for Christ. So, I will say it for them, we have 

GIANTS IN THE FAITH sitting with us in our pews!  

Hopefully, after reading this, and especially after 

reading their book Stepping Stones to the Abundant 

Life, you will show your deepest love to them and 

thank God for their 38 years of missionary service to 

the South African people!  
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they were called to become missionaries to South 

Africa after building a solid private life, home and 

successful business and their youngest was just fin-

ishing her junior year of High School.  Neither 

Bruce nor Doris had been to Bible College or semi-

nary.  Their family and friends couldn’t understand 

why they would do this in the prime of their lives.  

Giving up everything and selling everything made 

no sense. 

When they arrived to start their South African 

printing ministry, they found things being done in 

ways that did not line up with God’s word. The 

Burkes could not and would not violate the Bible.  

After printing all day, they started a Sunday School 

with up to 150 eager children, a Saturday Women’s 

Cooking/Bible class and more.   

Because of the Burke’s problems with the way the 

Lord’s mission was being run, they were “pushed 

out,” but decided to stay and operate as independ-

ent missionaries.  Hundreds of setbacks and       

difficulties didn’t slow them down.  “It wasn’t about 

them; it was all about complete willingness to serve 

and doing the Lord’s work always!”   

After three years of operating their independent 

print shop, and ministering to their African family, 

the Burkes were forced to leave as the government 

refused to renew the temporary residence permit.  

They had 30 days to leave and again had to sell  

everything!  As they were leaving the Johannesburg 

Airport, a few busloads of friends came to say good 

bye.  They sang hymns and tears flowed as the 

flight was announced. A God-sized send off and 

“thank you” to the Burkes was observed by all the 

people at the airport and on their flight.  But would 

this be the end of their ministry that had been so 

productive and embraced? 

The Burkes re-visited all the churches who had 

been supporting their ministry and found that the 

churches backed them financially to return to 

South Africa to complete God’s call on the Burke’s 

lives in ministry! Return they did…for a total of 38  

loving years of full-time ministry to the African 

people and dedicated service for Jesus Christ!   

One side story:  The Burkes had one special boy 

who became their “Spiritual adopted son” who ac-

cepted Jesus at age ten.  Today, this boy is in his 

late 50’s and he started two churches and is a medi-

cal doctor and the CEO of Johannesburg’s largest 

hospital.  His name is Raymond Billa and he remains 

in close contact, wishing Bruce a Happy 90th Birthday 

on July 4th!  

 Bruce and Doris’ “life verse” is Galatians 2:20.              

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 

but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in 

the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 

me, and gave himself for me.”   

Having read their book and knowing their actions and 

deeds in ministry, they’ve fully demonstrated to me 

what a fully emptied person looks and acts like…and 

one who is fully filled with Jesus!  

Bruce and Doris Burke, your Rewards Await You…as 

they do for each of us!  Thank you for being our living 

examples in the pews of Tabernacle Bible Church!  

Amen! 

(Reminder: Pick-up their free compelling book at the 

Welcome Center to be fully blessed.) 

~Submitted by Bob Hoffman 

 

 

 

  

The Gospel of 

JOHN 

Wednesday night fall schedule                                
begins on Sept. 13 with Prayer Meeting, Teen 

Ministries and AWANA all 6:30 to 8:00 pm 

4 

Men!  Keep November 10-& 11th open for a Men’s retreat     

at Camp Calvary.  Details are posted at the bulletin board.  

Flyers with registration information also available.   

New adult Bible class curriculum for Sunday mornings 

at 9:45 am.  Begins on Sept. 3rd with Pastor Banks 

teaching.  


