
 
 

Pre-Service Music, Ringing of the Bell & Pastor’s Welcome 
 

Prepare for Worship: 
Thank you for joining us in worship today! What’s one blessing you’re hoping to receive from God 
during our time together? Take a moment in quiet prayer and ask Him to meet you right where you 
are right now. Then ask Him to bless you and others around you as we worship in His name! 
 

Opening Prayer: 
All:  O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, this is the day that You have made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it! Thank You for bringing us together in worship today. 
Please bless our time with You and one another, and help us grow in Christian faith, 
community, and mission: All in the name of Jesus! Amen. 
 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle 
P:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
All:  the light no darkness can overcome. 
P:  Lord, let Your light scatter the darkness, 
All:  and shine in our hearts today! 
 

The Advent of Our King                                                                     LSB #331 
 

The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy. 
 

The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be, 
Himself a servant’s form puts on To set His servants free. 
 

All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity. 
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This is the day the Lord  
has made; let us rejoice  

and be glad in it!  
 

(Psalm 118:24) 

TLC Announcements 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  Services are at 8:00 and 10:00am. Please register for worship 

beforehand at:  www.tlcmedford.org or by calling the church office. We ask that out 
of consideration for others in our church and community, please wear a mask and 
practice appropriate social distancing. Thanks for your cooperation! 
 

THANK YOU:    To Dorcas Circle for decorating the church for Advent & Christmas! 
 

EDUCATION HOUR:  Suspended for now. Will resume in January 2021. 

SUNDAY EVENING STUDY:   Suspended for now. Will resume in January 2021. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP:  Watch for e-mails from Josh for more info! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES:  Watch for e-mails from Pastor for more info! 
 

COINS & DOLLARS FOR FOOD:  TLC Service Project during Advent for           

Community Pathways (formerly Steele County Food Shelf) is underway. Please       
pick-up a container in the narthex or entry, place your donation inside and return   
the container to the church office. We will count up the donations and bring it to 
Community Pathways to help those in need in our community! Thank you for sharing! 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:   If you would like to purchase a Christmas Poinsettia 

to beautify the sanctuary for Christmas please complete the inserted form and return 
it with your check or cash for $8.00/plant (Checks made out to CASH WISE). 
 

DRIVE-THRU CHRISTMAS SCAVENGER HUNT:  Saturday, 12/19. Meet       

outside the building (remain in vehicle). Come anytime between 5-7pm. Prizes to win! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP:  12/24 services will be 3:00, 

5:00, & 7:00pm. 12/25 service is 9:00am. Register online at www.tlcmedford.org.  
 

CHOOSE YOUR FAITH-AT-HOME RESOURCES:  Faith-at-Home resources are under 

one link on the church website. New content from comes regularly!   
 

           http://tlcmedford.org/faith-at-home 

Trinity Lutheran Church   PO Box 209;  102 3rd St SW  Medford, MN 55049 

507-451-0447   www.tlcmedford.org   tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com   Facebook 

Pastor Mark Biebighauser 507-676-4275   DCE Intern Josh Corley  770-313-4068 

The first two candles on the  
Advent wreath are given light. 

http://tlcmedford.org/faith-at-home


TLC Leadership 
Church Council:  Chris Ditlevson, Jason Dusek, Dan Hager, Dessa Kucera, AJ Krogh, 
Tammy Lemke, Kevin Lindquist, Mary Jo Schoenfeld 
 

Board of Elders:   Howard Schoenfeld, Troy Borwege, Cooper Hager, Ben Heintz 
 

Prayer List:  Delaney, Eleanor, Alice, Donnavon, Todd, Len, Anne, Helen, Rachel H., 
Kivden, Dick, Tim, Marge C., Karen P., Matt, Darlene F., Don E., Darlene E., Tom, 
Rhiannon, B.R, Barb, Jill, Gracie, Mark D., Michelle, Nick, Sami, Gary, McKenzie,     
Dan R., Don D., Darcy, Rachel D., Kari S., Debi H., Alex, Elsin, CALMS, our church,  
community, nation, and world. 
 

To add to or remove from the prayer list, please contact Sharon in the church office. 
Email: tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com   Phone: 507-541-0447 
 

Birthdays:   Danica Hager – 30th, Landon Hartline – 30th, Pat Grayson – 1st,   

  Jane McDougall – 2nd, Mary Jo Schoenfeld – 2nd, Derek Shaw – 3rd,  
  Aiden Hunt – 5th, Yvonne Pofahl – 5th, Cassie Glende – 6th,   
  Gail Meinke – 6th, Carrie Borwege – 8th, Josh Langerfeld – 10th,   
  Grace Liverseed – 10th, Robin Kraling – 11th   

Anniversaries:   Michelle & Matt Dempsey – 10th  

Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace                                                LSB #937 
 

Lord, bid Your servant go in peace, Your word is now fulfilled. 
These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn, This child so long foretold.    
 

This is the Savior of the world, The Gentiles’ promised light, 
God’s glory dwelling in our midst, The joy of Israel. 
 

With saints of old, with saints to come, To You we lift our voice; 
To Father, Son, and Spirit blest Be honor, love, and praise. 
 

Announcements & Post-Service Music                                                     Unless otherwise stated, all music is reprinted/ 
displayed with permission: CCLI #11211717 

Invocation & Opening Scriptures 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
P:  This is the day the Lord has made; 
All:  let us rejoice and be glad in it!  (Psalm 118) 

P:  From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, 
All:  the name of the Lord is to be praised!  (Psalm 113) 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

Spend time in quiet reflection, acknowledging your need for God’s mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sins to God our Father: 
All:  Almighty God, please have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

Pronouncement of Forgiveness 
P:  I have good news for you! Our Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son Jesus to 
die for you, and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 

P: “Come, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord.  
“Though your sins are like scarlet,  
All:  they shall be as white as snow; 
P:  though they are red as crimson, 
C:  they shall be like wool.”  (Isaiah 1:18) 
 

 

Remembrance of Baptism 
P:  “Little children, come to Me, 
All:  for My kingdom is of these. 
P:  Life and love I have to give, 
All:  mercy for your sin.” 
P:  Father welcomes all His children 
All:  to His family through His Son, 
P:  Father giving His salvation 
All:  life forever has been won!  (Father Welcomes, LSB 605) 

Blessing & Benediction 

P:  Let us bless the Lord! All:  Thanks be to God! 
P:  God is good-  All:  All the time! 
P:  And all the time-  All:  God is good! 
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  (Numbers 6) 

All:  Amen. 
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Prayers 
The “2 Best Prayers We Know” are: “Thank You…” and “Please help…” 
 

Lord’s Prayer     (Matthew 6) 

P: Remember us in Your kingdom,  
Jesus, and teach us to pray: 
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the   
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                           LSB #357 
 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O Come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Blessing on God’s Word 
All:  Lord, thank You for the gift of grace that is Your Word. Help us to listen, learn, 
and grow. Holy Spirit, You are welcome here! Please accomplish Your work in us 
today. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading   (Genesis 1:1-5) 

All:  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the waters. And God said, "Let there be light," and there 
was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there 
was evening, and there was morning--the first day.  
 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture Reading   (Colossians 1:15-20)   
All:  The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in 
him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God 
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross.  
 

R:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  

Offering Prayer 
(words on screen) 
 

Thank you for your generous & ongoing support  
of God’s work in this place. It is deeply appreciated. 

The Lord’s Supper 

“given and shed for you” 

Jesus’ Words for Communion  (Matthew 26) 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat, this is My body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same 
way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 
of it, all of you; this is My blood of the new            
testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in               
remembrance of Me.”   



Gospel Reading   (John 1:1-18) 

R:  In the beginning was the Word,  
All:  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
R:  He was with God in the beginning.  
All:  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made.  
R:  In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  
All:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
R:  There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  
All:  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all 
might believe.  
R:  He himself was not the light;  
All:  he came only as a witness to the light.  
R:  The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  
All:  He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him.  
R:  He came to that which was his own,  
All:  but his own did not receive him.  
R:  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name,  
All:  he gave the right to become children of God--  
R:  children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, 
All:  but born of God.  
R:  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  
All:  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 
the Father, full of grace and truth.  
R:  John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, "This is the one I spoke 
about when I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was     
before me.'"  
All:  Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given.  
R:  For the law was given through Moses;  
All:  grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  
R:  No one has ever seen God,  
All:  but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship 
with the Father, has made him known.  
 

R:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                                   LSB #338 
 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
Message                 In the Beginning…  (Genesis 1:1-2 & John 1:1-18) 
NOTES:                                                                                                     Pastor William Utech 
 

“I believe…” 

Apostles’ Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 


