Silent Night, Holy Night
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Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it!
(Psalm 118:24)

Pre-Service Music, Ringing of the Bell & Pastor’s Welcome

O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come, ye O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him Born the king of angels: (Refrain)
Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! (Refrain)
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God In the highest: (Refrain)
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(The Advent candles
and Christ candle
are given light.)

(Pastor will give light to the ushers, who will then give light to
the worshipper nearest the aisle, who will then pass it along
the pew. Please hold the lighted candles upright and dip your
candle into the flame.)

Refrain:

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Invocation & Opening Scriptures
P: In the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
P: This is the day the Lord has made;
All: let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118)
P: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,
All: the name of the Lord is to be praised! (Psalm 113)
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
All: the light no darkness can overcome. (John 1)
P: Lord, let Your light scatter the darkness
All: and shine in our hearts today! (2 Corinthians 4)

Scripture Reading

Lighting of the Candles

Concluding Scriptures

(John 1, Isaiah 9, 1 Peter 2, Isaiah 60, Matthew 5)

L: “Behold, the Lamb of God,
All : who takes away the sin of the world!”
L: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
All: the light no darkness can overcome.
L: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
All: a light has dawned on those living in the land of the shadow of death.
L: Now you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God,
All: that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness and
into His marvelous light.
L: Arise, shine, for your light has come,
All: and the glory of the Lord rises upon you!
L: “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house.”
All: “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and praise our Father in heaven.”

(Revelation 5:11-13)

R: Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and
the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they were saying:
All: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!"
R: Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on
the sea, and all that is in them, saying:
All: "To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and
glory and power, forever and ever! Amen!”

Blessing & Benediction

(Numbers 6)

P: God is good!
All: All the time!
P: And all the timeAll: God is good!
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
All: Amen.

Angels from the Realms of Glory

Prayers
P: Rejoicing in the wonder of this night, let us pray for the Christian Church
throughout the world, that it may proclaim the good news that the Father has sent
His Son to be the Savior:
All: Please hear us, Lord.
P: We pray for the people of faith, that abiding in the love the Father has poured out
in Jesus, we may offer ourselves in loving service to our neighbors:
All: Please hear us, Lord.
P: We pray for the leaders of nations, that their governing would reflect the peace,
justice, and righteousness of the Child born the Mighty Counselor:
All: Please hear us, Lord.
P: We pray for all who serve in our armed forces and are far from home during this
festive season, especially… We pray for our enemies, and for all victims of violence
and war, that their lives would be transformed by the Prince of Peace:
All: Please hear us, Lord.
P: We pray for emergency room doctors and nurses, police and firefighters, and all
who work to provide for our safety and protection even on this night:
All: Please hear us, Lord.
P: We pray for those who are sick, hospitalized, and suffering in any way,
especially… We ask that the abiding care of Jesus may be their comfort and strength:
All: Please hear us, Lord.
P: In remembrance of those who have lived and died in the love of Christ, especially…
We ask that we too would rejoice with them for all eternity in the glories of heaven:
All: Please hear us, Lord.
P: Rejoicing in the birth of our Savior, abiding in His love, and longing for His return,
we entrust all for whom we pray to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(Matthew 6)

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.
Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ, the newborn King.
Shepherds in the field abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the Infant Light.
Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ, the newborn King.
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One.
Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Blessing on God’s Word
All: Lord, thank You for the gift of grace that is Your Word. Help us to listen, learn
and grow. Holy Spirit, You are welcome here! Please accomplish Your work in us
today. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Scripture Reading

(1 John 4:7-16)

R: Dear friends, let us love one another,
All: for love comes from God.
R: Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not
love does not know God,
All: because God is love.
R: This is how God showed His love among us:
All: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him.
R: This is love: not that we loved God,
All: but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
R: Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one
has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made
complete in us.
All: This is how we know that we live in Him and He in us: He has given us of His
Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the
Savior of the world.
R: If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they
in God.
All: And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever
lives in love lives in God, and God in them.

Message
Gospel Reading

Notes:

(Luke 2:1-20)

(TLC Sunday School)

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Apostles’ Creed
All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And Heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love.
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