
Sunday Worship      
December 18, 2022  9:00am 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!    
Psalm 118:24 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pre-Service Music  
Ringing of the Bell 
Pastor Hal Longshore’s Welcome 
 

Opening Prayer 
All:  O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thank You for 
bringing us together in worship today. Please bless our 
time with You and one another, and help us grow in 
Christian faith, community, and mission:  All in the 
name of Jesus!  Amen 
 

The Lighting of the Advent Candles 
P:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
All:  the light no darkness can overcome. 
P:  Jesus, let Your light scatter the darkness, 
All:  and shine in our hearts today! 

TLC ANNOUNCMENTS: 
 

TODAY’S SERVICE:  Thank you Pastor Hal Longshore for leading us in worship      

today! Koinonia Coffee Hour following the service at 10:15 am. 
 

CONFIRMATION:  Meeting this Wednesday, Dec. 21st - gathering time  6:00 pm, 

class at 6:30pm, wrap up by 7:30 pm.  
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP:  Meeting this Wednesday, Dec. 21st at 7:30 pm. 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES:  Christmas Eve Candlelight with Communion on Saturday, 

Dec. 24th at 6:00 pm. Christmas Day on Sunday, Dec. 25th at 9:00 am. 
 

ON-LINE GIVING UPDATE:   Go to http://tlcmedford.org/donations to see the 

newly updated giving site. Here you may setup your online giving account that       
may also be used on the mobile app on your phone or tablet. Or scan this QR code to 
set-up the app on your phone or tablet. (Look for Trinity Medford)   

  
 

CHRISTMAS BAKED GOODS & CRAFTS SALE:  Thank you to all who have sup-

ported their fundraiser for this summer’s mission trip to Duluth. A total of $1,810 was 
raised! THANK YOU! 
 

PRAYER CHAIN:   The Dorcas Circle does the Prayer Chain for TLC. If you find   

yourself or someone you know in need of prayers please contact Connie Abbe       
(507-451-2946) or Linda Schull (507-213-7742) with your request and they will relay it 
to the members of Dorcas Circle for prayers.  

 

Unless otherwise stated, all music is reprinted/displayed with permission:  CCLI #11211717                        

PO Box 209;  102 3rd St SW   
Medford, MN 55049 

507-451-0447    
tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com    

www.tlcmedford.org    

Pastor:  Hal Longshore 

Elder:  Steve Drewitz 

Music:  Karen Owens 

Reader:  Tammy Lemke 
Four candles on the Advent  

Wreath are given light. 

http://tlcmedford.org/donations


Hark the Glad Sound           LSB #349 
 

Invocation & Opening Scriptures   
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

P:  This is the day the Lord has made; 
All:  let us rejoice and be glad in it!  (Psalm 118) 
P: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, 
All:  the name of the Lord is to be praised.  (Psalm 103)  
P:  Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, 
All:  and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah.  (Matthew 1) 
 

Confession of Sins  (John 20 & Isaiah 1) 

P: Let us confess our sins to God our Father: 
All: Almighty God, please have mercy upon us,  
forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

      (moment of silence for personal confession) 
 

P: I have good news for all of you! Our Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son 
to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and   of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 

P: “Come, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord.  
“Though your sins are like scarlet,  
All:  they shall be as white as snow; 
P:  though they are red as crimson, 
C:  they shall be like wool.”  (Isaiah 1:18) 

 

Once He Came in Blessing       LSB #333 

 

TLC LEADERSHIP 
Church Council:  Mary Jo Schoenfeld, Tammy Lemke, Randy Lemke, Tim Schiltz, Chris 
Ditlevson, Diane Peterson 
 

Board of Elders:   Cooper Hager, Vern Owens, Steve Drewitz, Alex Schwartz 
 

Keep Them In Your Prayers:   Laura, 

George Pofahl, Rhiannon Vraspir, Dorothy  
Fretham, Verlyn Cornelius, Conrad, Jon, Gene, 
our church, community, nation, and world. 
 

SHUT-INS:  Don Dierking, Helen Schoenfeld, 

Blanche Witzke, Herbert Schlobohm 
 

To add to or remove from the prayer list, please contact Sharon in the church office. 
Email: tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com   Phone: 507-541-0447 
 

Birthdays:  Howard Schoenfeld – 20th,    

   Constantine Chavie – 21st,    
   Christy Dore – 21st,  
   Beth Bartosch – 24th   
 

   Anniversaries:    
  

Annual budget amount needed per week : $3,916 
Year to Date (week 50) Amount needed to meet 

budget: $195,800 
     Year to Date (week 50):  Amount given: $144,398 

      Amount over/(under) budget as of 12/12/22, 
Week:  ($51,402) 

TLC ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS:   
Sunday Worship   E-Giving/Offerings   Attendance 
       11/20&23  $3,456     84/54 
       11/27&30  $2086     62/40 
       12/4&7  $3040    110/44 
       12/11&14  $1368*    122/30 
 (* partial week thru 12/12) 

mailto:tlcmedfordoffice@gmail.com


Blessing & Benediction  (Numbers 6) 

P:  God is good! 
All:  All the time! 
P:  And all the time- 
All:  God is good! 
P:  May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and give you peace.    
All:  Amen. 
 

Great  Is Thy Faithfulness                                              LSB #809 

Old Testament Reading   (Isaiah 7:10-17) 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the 
deepest depths or in the highest heights." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put 
the LORD to the test." Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not 
enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel. He will be eating curds and honey when he 
knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, for before the boy knows 
enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread 
will be laid waste. The LORD will bring on you and on your people and on the house 
of your father a time unlike any since Ephraim broke away from Judah--he will bring 
the king of Assyria."  
 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

New Testament Reading   (Romans 16:25-27) 

Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message   
I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden  
for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings 
by the command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the     
obedience that comes from faith -- to the only wise God be glory forever through   
Jesus Christ! Amen.  
  

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading  (Luke 1:26-38) 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth,  
a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a         
descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 
"Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." Mary was greatly  
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the    
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over Jacob's descendants forever; his kingdom will 

COMING UP: 
 

     Dec. 20th – Council Small Group Meetings – 6:30 pm 
  Full Council Meeting – 7:00 pm 
     Dec. 21st –  Confirmation Ministry – 6:00 gather time, 6:30 lesson, 7:30 finish time 
  High School Youth Group – 7:30 pm 
     Dec. 24th – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion – 6:00 pm 
     Dec. 25th – Christmas Day Service – 9:00 am 
     Dec. 28th – No Confirmation Class or High School Youth Group 
     Jan. 1st – Sunday Worship – 9:00 am 
     Jan. 4th - Confirmation Ministry – 6:00 gather time, 6:30 lesson, 7:30 finish time 
  High School Youth Group - TBD 
     Jan. 5th – Ladies Aid Meeting – 1:30 pm 
     Jan. 8th – Sunday Worship & Sunday School – 9:00 am 
     Jan. 11th - Confirmation Ministry – 6:00 gather time, 6:30 lesson, 7:30 finish time 
  High School Youth Group - TBD 



(Children exit for Sunday School) 
 

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending          LSB #336 
 

Sermon                                                        “Faith in our Crises” 

                                                                                                                                                    Luke 1:26-38 
                Pastor Hal Longshore 

Offering Prayer 
All: Lord, we give You today what is already Yours, because You have truly 
given Your all  for us. Help us to give our lives in return – our time, our     
talents, and our treasures – out of love for You and for the sake of Your 
work in the world. Help us be cheerful givers today. In Jesus’ name.   Amen. 
     

Plates: Regular contributions  Baskets: “Coins for Christ” seminary support 

Prayers  
When Pastor prays, “Lord, in Your mercy,”    respond by praying, “Hear our prayer.” 
 

Lord’s Prayer  (Matthew 6) 
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth  as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.     
 

 (Children return from Sunday School) 
 

Jesus’ Words for His Table  (Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22) 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;     
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same 
way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it       
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

The Lord’s Supper   Please form a line around the base of the first step to receive the body 

and blood of Jesus Christ in the bread and wine. On your way back, place your cup in the basket 
by the front pew.  

never end." "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel 
answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even      
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to 
be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail."        
"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May your word to me be fulfilled."      
Then the angel left her.  
 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
All:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;     
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the  
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and         
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, and I look  
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

Children’s Message  
 

“Let the children come to Me,  

and do not hinder them,  

for the kingdom of heaven  


