
LESSON 1: God is the King who Made the World 
 
 
We are excited about this week!  During our time together, we want to look at a book called 
the Bible.  It’s God’s special book he gave to us to tell us about himself and the world.  We can’t 
read all of it, but we want to read certain parts that tell us what this book is about. It’s about a 
special message called “the gospel.” 
 
The main story is summarized in this question: ‘Who Will Be King?’ And that’s what we want to 
think about this week.  
 
And as we look at the Bible, we see that it starts with God.  At the very beginning of the Bible, 
the book of Genesis, we read: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 
1:1). 
 

[Draw a circle and a basic outline of the continents—TWTL box 1.] 
 
Ask: What kind of things did God make to fill up his world?  What about outside the world? 
 
Think about all the things we see in this world: oceans, mountains, trees, grass, animals, fish, 
birds.  Think about what we see when we look up from the world: stars, planets, and the moon.  
The Bible tells us that God made them all!   
 
And because God made, that means he owns it and is in charge of it.  That means he is king 
over world.   
 
 [Draw a basic crown over the world—TWTL box 1.] 
 
Now, sometimes kings are mean. They do not care about the people the rule over. Those kinds 
of bad people are not good kings.   
 
But that’s not God. God is a great King!  He is wise and powerful and loving.  He cares for the 
world and all of the people he put in it. 
 
We talked about the animals and fish and birds and trees and everything else. But the greatest 
thing God made was people. He made us more special than anything else in the whole world, 
because he made us to know him and to be friends with him.  
 
 [Draw a person over the world— TWTL box 1.] 
 
But he is also our King.  That means that while he made us to be friends with him, we should 
also serve him.  And because he is not just like any old human king, but he is God, it also means 
we should worship him.   
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Ask: Do you know what ‘worship’ means?   
 
That word means showing how valuable something is.  So, for God it means thanking him for 
making us and giving us such a beautiful world.  It means telling him how great of a King he is 
because of his kindness and love towards us.   
 
When we swim at the beach or hikes in the woods, we can worship God by enjoying what he 
made. We can pray and tell God how happy we are with his creation!  When we play with our 
pets or ride our bikes, we can be amazed at how he designed our bodies to work and gave us 
animals to enjoy.  
 
Worship also means honoring him by treating him with respect and obeying him. This is why in 
the very last book of the Bible, we read this: “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were 
created” (Rev 4:11).  
 
Ask: Do you know what worthy means?   
 
It means you deserve something. So, think about a sports team. If the team plays better than 
anyone else, they win the championship. They get a prize and a trophy.  Because they 
performed so well, they are worthy of those things.  
 
And because God is the best and greatest King in the world who made the world, he is worthy 
to be praised by us!  He deserves for us to sing about him, talk about him, to see how great he 
is, and live for him.  
 
Ask: Any questions? 
 
Let’s pray:  
 
Dear God, we are so amazed at how great you are!  You made all of the of the planets and stars. 
You made all of the animals and birds and fish that we see.  You not only made these things, but 
you made us!  You created us to know you and worship you.  Help us to better appreciate you 
and show you are gratitude. Amen.   
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LESSON 2: We Say No to God and Deserve to Be Punished 
 
 
Last night we learned that God made the world and he is King over it, even us.   
 

[Draw the globe with God’s crown over it— TWTL box 1.]  
 
Because he is King, we should do what he says. We are his but he is also a good and loving King. 
He knows what’s best for us.  So, it’s not only right but good that we listen.   
 
But there is a problem. Many times, we don’t want him to be king.  We want to be our own king 
and do what we want.   
 

[Draw a person with a small crown next to the world and cross out God’s crown— TWTL 
box 2.] 

 
Ask: What might happen if a computer programmer tried to be a firefighter?  Or a ten-year old 
tried to play professional football?  Or a farmer tried to be an astronaut?  
 
They would probably not do well!  They do not have the skills or teaching to do those other 
jobs. The same is true for us. We are NOT God!  We do not have the power, wisdom, love, or 
authority to be king in this world.  
  
Even worse: when we disobey him and try to be king, we do bad and selfish things that mess up 
God’s good world.  We aren’t God, so we can never be as good of a King as him.  
 
This is something all of us do. The Bible says, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Rom 3:23).   
 
Ask: What does that word “sin” mean?  This word sin is what the Bible uses to call the wrong 
things we’ve done. And we see it all around us.  
 
If we watch the news, we see people get hurt and do bad things a lot.  This is because they are 
trying to be King. But what happens when you disobey a king?  Do you deserve to be punished? 
 
The Bible tells us that the very first people—Adam and Eve—disobeyed God and were 
punished. Because everyone else comes from them, now we all sin too!  
 
Let me tell you a story about a boy named Johnny.  One day Johnny snuck into his brother’s 
room and took his basketball.  His parents had a rule that the basketball was only used outside. 
But he dribbled the ball on the hardwood floors inside!   
 
He knew his Mom and Dad had said not to play with it inside. He knew his brother wanted him 
to ask before using his stuff. But he took the ball and played inside anyway!  



 4 

And . . . he bounced the ball too high and it busted a big light on the ceiling!    
 
Ask: What will happen when Johnny’s mom or dad see what has happened?  Will they say “It 
doesn’t matter” and give Johnny some ice cream?  Or will they send him to his room, and make 
him pay for the light to be fixed using his allowance?  
 
If they gave him ice cream, that would be like he hadn’t really done anything wrong. But he did 
do something wrong!  He disobeyed his parents and did the wrong thing.  So, giving him ice 
cream wouldn’t be fair or the right thing to do.   
 
He should be punished and make it right by being grounded and giving up his allowance money 
to have the window fixed.   
 
ASK: Have you ever done wrong things? [Ask for examples.] 
 
Yes, we all disobey God, just like Johnny disobeyed his parents. So, we deserve punishment 
from God too. He is the Creator. He owns everything. It wouldn’t be fair if God just said ‘it 
doesn’t matter’ when we do something unkind to someone. Because he is God, he must punish 
sin.  
 
 [Erase the X and redraw the crown. Draw and x over the man—see illustration box 3.] 
 
And it wouldn’t be right if he said ‘it doesn’t matter’ when we treat him as if he isn’t the King. 
He is the King, and it is very wrong of us to pretend that he’s not the king by disobeying him. 
 
One day, God is going to make the world a happy place again. He’s going to make it so that 
there is no one who does bad things.  He’ll make all of the world into a wonderful new 
kingdom.  
 
But before that, God will punish everyone who makes the world an unhappy place. He will 
punish all the people who tell him he’s not the King by disobeying him. He’ll punish them by 
keeping them out of his kingdom. 
 
The trouble is, all of us are people who make the world unhappy sometimes, like when we do 
unkind things or when we don’t do kind things that we should do. And we’re the ones who tell 
God that he’s not the King by disobeying him. So, we are the ones God will punish, and keep out 
of his kingdom. 
 
Just like it makes our parents are right to get angry when we disobey them, it God is right to be 
angry that we don’t obey him as king. It also makes him angry that we are selfish and hurt each 
other, and make a mess of his world.  
 
God won’t let us keep saying ‘No’ to him and pretending to be our own king instead.  
 



 5 

One day, God will show everyone that he is the only true king. He will set up a wonderful 
kingdom that never ends. And on that day, everyone who has been saying ‘No’ to him will be 
shut out of his kingdom forever. We all deserve God’s punishment.  
 
But there’s good news because of a man named Jesus Christ. We will talk about him tomorrow 
night!  
 
Let’s pray:  
 
Dear God, we are sorry for disobeying you. We are foolish to think that we should be our own 
kings. All we do is mess up your very good world. Help us be sorry for our sins and trust you as 
the good King over our lives. Amen. 
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Lesson 3:  Jesus Was Punished for His People  
 
 
The first night we saw that God made the world and he is King. Because he is King, he gets to 
rule over the world.  And he made us too!  That means he is our king.  
 

[Draw TWTL box 1.] 
 
But we also saw that there is a problem, isn’t there?   
 
Ask: What is the problem?  We don’t want him to be king.  We want to be our own king and 
when we do that, we mess up God’s good world.   
 

[Draw TWTL box 2.] 
 
People get hurt and things turn out bad.  When we disobey would parents, we get punished. 
The same is true with God. When we disobey him and do bad things against God as King, he will 
punish us.   
 

[Draw TWTL box 3.] 
 
Remember we said that this was the bad news: all of us have tried to put the crown on our 
heads and all of us will be punished for it by being kept out of God’s kingdom.  
 
But there is good news, too!  God hasn’t just left us to be punished for our sins.  God loves us, 
even when we sin, and he sent Jesus to be One who saves us from the punishment we deserve.   
 
Ask: What makes Jesus so special? 
 
Jesus was special because he never tried to be the king.  He never said ‘No’ to God.  He always 
did what God wanted him to.  Jesus was fully human like us.  But he was also fully God. Jesus is 
God’s own Son who was sent into this world for us.  
 
This is why he always lived with God as his King. He always trusted, obeyed, and loved God has 
his Father.   
 

[Draw TWTL box 4.] 
 
This means that he was different from us.  He never sinned. He never did anything wrong. He 
didn’t deserve to be punished like the rest of us.   
  
Ask:  Remember our story about Johnny from last night?  What happened?   
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He stole and played with a ball inside the house against his parents’ rules. He broke a light. And 
he had to pay for the light to be fixed with his allowance money. 
 
Johnny deserved to be punished.  But Jesus didn’t because he never sinned!  
 
Can you imagine that?  Can you imagine never doing anything wrong? Never disobeying you 
parents? Never being mean to someone (or have someone be mean to you!)?   
 
This is what Jesus was like. From the time he was a small child until he was a grown man, he 
never sinned. He never disobeyed God. He always did what was right. So, there was no need for 
him to be punished for anything.  
 
But he was punished by God when he died on the cross!   
 
He was not punished for anything he did.  Instead, Jesus was punished in our place. He took the 
punishment we deserve.    
 
If we think about the story of Johnny, it would be like someone else paying for the new light, 
instead of Johnny having to pay for it.  
 
Ask: Imagine if Johnny’s brother paid for it! How do you think that would make Johnny feel? 
 
Probably loved and thankful.   
 
Jesus pays the cost of what we have done wrong. He takes the punishment that we should get 
for the wrong things we do and for the way we don’t treat God as King. 
 
The Bible says, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). 
 
Iniquity is a word that means sin or wrong things we’ve done.  All of us have turned away from 
God and disobeyed his ways.  We deserve death for our sins.   
 
But Jesus died in our place and for our sins when he died on the cross.  He did this because God 
sent him to do this for us. Both of them loved us with a great love (Eph 2:4).  
 
 [Consider drawing a cross shape around “Jesus” in illustration-Box 4] 
 
God loved us so much that he punished his own Son Jesus instead of us.  
 
Let’s pray: Dear God, we are so sorry for disobeying you. It is hard for us to imagine how much 
you and Jesus loved us.  We are sad that Jesus had to die for sins.  But we are thankful that you 
loved us so much to send Jesus to be our Savior. Amen.   
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Lesson 4: Jesus Was Raised to Life as King 
 
 
The first night we saw that God made the world and he is King. Because he is King, he gets to 
rule over the world.  And he made us too!  That means he is our king.   
 

[Draw TWTL box 1.]  
 
But we also saw that there is a problem, isn’t there?  We don’t want him to be king.  We try to 
be our own king. But we mess up God’s good world.  People get hurt and things turn out bad.   
 

[Draw TWTL box 2.]  
 
Just like when we disobey our parents, we disobey God. When we rebel and do bad things 
against God as King. This is called sin and God will punish us.   
 

[Draw TWTL box 3.]  
 
Ask: But God hasn’t just left us to be punished for our sins. What did he do for us?  God loves us, 
even when we sin, and he sent his Son, Jesus Christ to be One who saves us from the 
punishment we deserve.   
 
Jesus takes the punishment that we should get for our sin and rejecting God as King.  He did this 
by dying on the cross for our sins.  
 

[Draw TWTL box 4.]  
 
But there is more to the story!  Jesus died on the cross for our sins, but. . .  he didn’t stay dead!  
After three days, Jesus rose from the dead and came out of the tomb.  And he was changed into 
a glorious man who will never die again! 
 
In the Bible, we read that: “Jesus presented himself alive to his friends and disciples after his 
suffering and death on the cross. By many different ways, he proved that he was alive, and 
appeared to them for forty days. During this time he taught them about the kingdom of God” 
(Acts 1:3, paraphrased). 
 
God raised Jesus from the dead because he wanted to show him to be the perfect Savior. He 
showed that he accepted his death as the payment for our sins.  And because he was perfectly 
obedient to his Father—and innocent of any sin—he was raised back to life in glory.  
 
But more than that, God made Jesus King!   
 

[Draw illustration box 5.] 
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Ask: What do you think Jesus is king over?  He is king over EVERYTHING!  Including our lives!  
 
Jesus rules and judges the universe for God, his Father.  Now, as King, Jesus has the authority to 
offer us forgiveness for our sins.  
 
One day, King Jesus will come back. He will judge and punish everyone who is still saying ‘No’ to 
God.  But he will welcome his forgiven friends into his good kingdom forever. 
 
So, how do we become friends with God because of what Jesus did?  The Bible says we simply 
trust him to be our Savior and King.  
 
We don’t need to be good (we can’t). We don’t need to do anything to get God to love us.  
 
The Bible says that: “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoever believes 
in him will not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 
 
God promises to forgive us if we are sorry for ours and trust that Jesus died and rose again as 
King for people to be saved.  This is the message of the Bible called “the gospel.” And it is good 
news!   
 
But not everyone trusts Jesus.  So. all of us need to make a choice.  
 

[Draw illustration box 6.] 
 
There is us trying to be king. Or there is us trusting Jesus to be our King.  
 
One way is that we can say ‘Jesus is my King and he is in charge.’  The other way is that we can 
say ‘No’ to Jesus and say ‘I’m in charge.’ 
 
The Bible says, ‘No one can serve two masters’ (Matt 6:24). We can trust ourselves to be king 
and also trust Jesus to be King.  
 
There are only two ways that we can live.  So, which way will we live?   
 
If we want to be Jesus’ friend and follow him as our King, we should do three things:  
 

1. Say ‘sorry’ to God for not treating him as your king and doing wrong things;   
 

2. Say ‘thank you’ to God for sending Jesus to die so that you could be forgiven;  
 

3. Ask God to forgive you, and help you to live with Jesus as your king.  
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You can trust Jesus to be a great king!  He is like a good shepherd who loves his sheep (John 
10:14; Psalm 23).  
 
Living his way is the best way to live. God tells us how to live through is special book, the Bible. 
And we can ask for help to live for him by talking to him in prayer.  
 
We read and pray and live in faith—that is, trusting him with everything! 
 
Let’s pray: Dear God, we are so thankful for Jesus who died for us and lives forever as King! Help 
us be sorry for our sins. Help us to trust him with our lives.  May we trust and live in ways that 
shows Jesus is King. We pray in his name. Amen. 
 
 
Note:  We are calling for a response in this lesson. However, we are not going to push kids to 
say a prayer with us. If they seem ready to respond, we want to pray with them then. It may 
look something like this:  
 

Heavenly Father, thank you that [child’s name] has seen how good and glorious Jesus is. 
Thank you for helping him see that he is our only Savior; that he is worthy of worship; that 
he is able to be trusted as our King. Help [child] to trust you and love you in the coming 
days. Give him/her good conversations with his parents and as they think and talk about 
Jesus in the coming days. Amen!  

 
But we also want to have a conversation with their parent(s) at the end of the night. They will 
all get a copy of Who Will Be King?  We want encourage the parents to let the child walk 
through that book and explain it to their parents.  
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Who Will Be King? (Two Ways to Live) illustrations simplified for drawing. 
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