
The Word of God: 
An Inductive Bible Study of Hosea 

SESSION 4: 
SUMMARY STATEMENTS 

1. Session Three Review 

 1.1. Sectioning a text can be referred to as “the observation of ______________   
 __________ in written discourse” or “_______________ _______________.”  14

 1.2. Two Goals of Structural Analysis: 

  1.2.1. _______________ literary units. 

  1.2.2. Grasp the _______________ being communicated. 

 1.3. Three Devices for Defining Units 

  1.3.1. _______________ Markers 

  1.3.2. _______________ Markers 

  1.3.3. _______________ 

 1.4. ________________ words are often useful in determining literary units. 

2. Session Three Homework Review 

 2.1. From the homework, were any key observations obtained? 

 2.2. What was most difficult about sectioning chapters 1-7? 
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3. Summary Statements  

 3.1. Summary statements are accurate, succinct, and memorable recollections 
 of literary units. Each unit should be accompanied by no more than one    
 summary sentence. At times, one word expressions or short phrases will suffice   
 for recalling the main thrust of a unit. The goal of formulating summary    
 statements is not necessarily to craft eloquent statements of truth, but rather to   
 internalize the content being studied for quick reference. 

 3.2. Example: Hosea 11 

When Israel was a child, I loved him,

    and out of Egypt I called my son.

The more they were called,

    the more they went away;

they kept sacrificing to the Baals

    and burning offerings to idols.

Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk;

    I took them up by their arms,

    but they did not know that I healed them.

I led them with cords of kindness,

    with the bands of love,

and I became to them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws,

    and I bent down to them and fed them.


They shall not return to the land of Egypt,

    but Assyria shall be their king,

    because they have refused to return to me.

The sword shall rage against their cities,

    consume the bars of their gates,

    and devour them because of their own counsels.

My people are bent on turning away from me,

    and though they call out to the Most High,

    he shall not raise them up at all.


How can I give you up, O Ephraim?

    How can I hand you over, O Israel?

How can I make you like Admah?

    How can I treat you like Zeboiim?

My heart recoils within me;

    my compassion grows warm and tender.

I will not execute my burning anger;

    I will not again destroy Ephraim;

for I am God and not a man,

    the Holy One in your midst,

    and I will not come in wrath.


They shall go after the LORD;

    he will roar like a lion;

when he roars,

    his children shall come trembling from the west;

they shall come trembling like birds from Egypt,

    and like doves from the land of Assyria,

    and I will return them to their homes, declares the LORD.

Ephraim has surrounded me with lies,

    and the house of Israel with deceit,

but Judah still walks with God

    and is faithful to the Holy One.
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4. Sectioning Group Activity 

5. Homework 

 5.1. Read Hosea in a different translation. 

 5.2. Formulate summary statements for all literary units.
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