
The Word of God: 
An Inductive Bible Study of Hosea 

SESSION 1: INTRODUCTION 

1. Five things we need to know before beginning our study: 

 1.1. This study is _______________, not deductive. 

 1.2. We do not need to be _______________ scholars in order to rightly    
 understand and apply the text. 

 1.3. We do not need to rely on _______________ sources to accurately    
 understand and apply the text; these tools help sharpen our understanding   
 toward the end of the inductive study process. 

 1.4. Hosea can be a difficult book to make sense of, but this is not  a    
 _______________ to right understanding and application. 

 1.5. An inductive study is _______________ work, but worth every ounce of   
 effort. 
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2. A short list of items we need to recall from the hermeneutics series. 

 2.1. “The Word is central to the _______________ ________.”  1

 2.2. “The reader’s role is to use the language of the author recorded in the text   
 to _______________ what the author meant by this language.”  2

 2.3. “God the Son is _______________ to the message of all Scripture.”  3

 2.4. “Literary genre refers to the literary form being used by the author and the   
 _______________ governing that form.”  4

 2.5. “Poetry, proverbs, and prophecy are given to _______________ language.”  5

 2.6. It would be helpful to review sessions on interpreting poetry, figures of   
 speech, law, and prophecy. 

 2.7. “The interpretation of narrative seeks the meaning of the _______________,   
 not the event.”  6

 2.8. “At the most fundamental level, a prophet is someone who is sent by God   
 with a prophecy—that is, a _______________ from him (Jeremiah 1:4–10;    
 Matthew 23:34).”  7

 2.9. “Expect _______________ language. Prophecy is the language of judgment, 
 anguish, longing, and celebration. As an emotive genre, it is filled with poetic   
 pictures and exaggerated expressions.”  8

 2.10. “Distinguish conditional and unconditional prophecy. Prophecies can be   
 given as unalterable _______________ of God (Gen. 12:1–3, Gal. 3:15–18), or   
 they can be given as conditional promises or warnings (Jonah 3:4).”  9

 2.11. Expect New Testament writers to _______________ interpret portions 
 of the  Old Testament (e.g. Matthew 2:13-15 and Hosea 11:1).  
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3. The three basic _______________ of our inductive Bible study: 

 3.1. _______________ 
   
  3.1.1. What does the text convey about the author(s)? 
   
  3.1.2. What does the text communicate about the recipient(s)? 

  3.1.3. Are there other characters in the text? 

  3.1.4. What are the indicatives in the text? 

  3.1.5. What are the imperatives in the text? 

  3.1.6. Throughout the study, jot down questions and potential themes. 

 3.2. _______________ 

  3.2.1. What do the indicatives and imperatives transmit about the    
  occasion and purpose of the text? 

  3.2.2. Divide the text into sections and write a summary statement for   
  each. 

  3.2.3. Explain the text verse by verse, giving thought to various levels of   
  cross-references (concentric circles). 

  3.2.4. Engage any and all unanswered questions. 

 3.3. _______________ 
   
  3.3.1. State appropriate points of application, both private and    
  corporate.  

  3.3.2. How will I bring my study to bear on the lives of other believers   
  and unbelievers? 

  3.3.3. How will I retain the knowledge learned in this study and remain   
  intentional about applying it? 

4. Two keys to an effective inductive Bible study and mastering books of the Bible:  

 4.1. _______________ _______________ of the text 
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 4.2. _______________ Scripture with Scripture 

5. A few closing thoughts: 

 5.1. It is imperative we steer clear of using resources outside of Scripture   
 (commentaries, language tools, etc.) until the appropriate time in this study. 

 5.2. We only have a short amount of time to complete this study, so be diligent   
 throughout the week to complete homework assignments. 

 5.3. Due to our limited time in the book of Hosea, I will frequently give clues or   
 guides to assist in your personal study. 

 5.4. This study is meant to be less lecture-based and more workshop-oriented,   
 so come ready to participate. 

6. Homework 

 6.1. Read the full text of Hosea at least 3 times this week. 

  6.1.1. First pass: record or mark everything the text conveys about the   
  author(s). 

  6.1.2. Second pass: record or mark everything the text communicates   
  about the recipient(s). 

  6.1.3. Third pass: record or mark other characters in the text. 

  6.1.4. List ongoing questions and potential themes. 
   6.1.4.1. e.g. Why is the story of Hosea and Gomer so short-lived? 
   6.1.4.2. e.g. The term “whoredom” is used three times in Hosea   
   1:2. Is this a major theme of the chapter or the book? 

 6.2. During the next session we will note key indicatives (statements of fact) and 
 imperatives (addresses of command), as well as locate the occasion and    
 purpose of the text. 
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