
Hosea: Occasion and Purpose (non-exhaustive) 

Occasion 
(What prompted the author to write the text?) 

1:2b - for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the Lord. 

2:5 - For their mother has played the whore; 
    she who conceived them has acted shamefully. 
For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, 
    who give me my bread and my water, 
    my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.’ 

4:1-2 - Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, 
    for the LORD has a controversy with the inhabitants of the land. 
There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, 
    and no knowledge of God in the land; 
there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; 
    they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 

4:7a - The more they increased, 
    the more they sinned against me; 

4:12 - My people inquire of a piece of wood, 
    and their walking staff gives them oracles. 
For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray, 
    and they have left their God to play the whore. 

6:7 - But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; 
    there they dealt faithlessly with me. 

7:10 - The pride of Israel testifies to his face; 
    yet they do not return to the Lord their God, 
    nor seek him, for all this. 

8:14 - For Israel has forgotten his Maker 
    and built palaces, 
and Judah has multiplied fortified cities; 

9:1 - Rejoice not, O Israel! 
    Exult not like the peoples; 
for you have played the whore, forsaking your God. 
    You have loved a prostitute's wages 
    on all threshing floors. 

10:1-2 - Israel is a luxuriant vine 
    that yields its fruit. 



The more his fruit increased, 
    the more altars he built; 
as his country improved, 
    he improved his pillars. 
Their heart is false; 
    now they must bear their guilt. 
The Lord will break down their altars 
    and destroy their pillars. 

12:2 - The LORD has an indictment against Judah 
    and will punish Jacob according to his ways; 
    he will repay him according to his deeds. 

13:2a - And now they sin more and more, 
    and make for themselves metal images, 
idols skillfully made of their silver, 
    all of them the work of craftsmen. 

Purpose 
(What does the author hope to accomplish with the text?) 

3:5 - Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD their God, and David their king, and they 
shall come in fear to the LORD and to his goodness in the latter days. 

5:15 - I will return again to my place, 
    until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, 
    and in their distress earnestly seek me. 

6:1-3 - “Come, let us return to the LORD; 
    for he has torn us, that he may heal us; 
    he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 
After two days he will revive us; 
    on the third day he will raise us up, 
    that we may live before him. 
Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; 
    his going out is sure as the dawn; 
he will come to us as the showers, 
    as the spring rains that water the earth.” 

9:7 - The days of punishment have come; 
    the days of recompense have come; 
    Israel shall know it. 

10:12 - Sow for yourselves righteousness; 
    reap steadfast love; 



    break up your fallow ground, 
for it is the time to seek the Lord, 
    that he may come and rain righteousness upon you. 

11:8-9 - How can I give you up, O Ephraim? 
    How can I hand you over, O Israel? 
How can I make you like Admah? 
    How can I treat you like Zeboiim? 
My heart recoils within me; 
    my compassion grows warm and tender. 
I will not execute my burning anger; 
    I will not again destroy Ephraim; 
for I am God and not a man, 
    the Holy One in your midst, 
    and I will not come in wrath. 

13:14a - I shall ransom them from the power of Sheol; 
    I shall redeem them from Death. 

14:1 - Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, 
    for you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 

14:4 - I will heal their apostasy; 
    I will love them freely, 
    for my anger has turned from them. 

14:9 - Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; 
    whoever is discerning, let him know them; 
for the ways of the LORD are right, 
    and the upright walk in them, 
    but transgressors stumble in them.


