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This is the third message in a series which has been introducing and 

evaluating the importance of, or necessity of, our developing a land 

acknowledgement statement. Something such as: 

 Based on Burman’s: Woodland Drive Community Church of the 

Nazarene acknowledges that the land on which we meet for 

worship and ministry is hereditary Indigenous land and is Treaty 

6 territory, as established in 1876. It is the traditional home and 

meeting ground for many Indigenous peoples, including the 

Blackfoot, Dene, Cree and Métis nations. We are committed to 

doing our part to address the legacy of broken promises and 

seeking to build productive, partnership relationships between 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples in Central Alberta and 

across Canada. 

 Or (from Pastor Bill Sunberg’s Anti-Racism Workshop last 

summer, which several of us took part in. This one is based on 

his wife’s (Janet Sunberg’s) elementary school class’s 

statement): Today we give respect and gratitude to the first 

inhabitants that lived thousands of years before and pay tribute 

to their legacy. We acknowledge the rich history of the 

traditional territory that this school stands on. We commit to 

protect and care for the land both now and in the future. We 

are thankful to the many generations of Indigenous peoples 

who have cared for and cherished this land with their hearts 

and souls. We promise to listen and act on their behalf and 

actively search for ways to bridge the resource gap between us. 

We vow to not repeat the past and commit to a better future 

for all. 

 Or (based on material from The Road Church in Calgary): We 

acknowledge land so that, where once there was a blindness to 



and the erasure of a people, there is now sight and witness and 

opportunity for a transformed relationship with those who are 

our neighbours. We know that justice can mean different things 

to different people. For us, it means restoring Shalom (peace) or 

the relief from injustice. We talk about what this looks like in 

God's Kingdom, in the Bible, and why we need to engage with 

this issue and all its implications for our real lives in Lacombe 

and area. As we become acquainted with the injustice done to 

our Indigenous neighbours, and as we understand how our 

unjust history affects people's lives today, we ask: "As people 

reconciled to God, how do we reconcile with our neighbour?  

What do we do now?” The longing for restoring Shalom is the 

longing for putting things to rights.  Every human has this 

longing innately working within them – for ourselves and for 

others. What would happen if we continue to follow this 

longing? Where would that road lead us? In His grace and 

peace, and only by the power of that grace and peace, we will 

walk down this road together. 

As I said, we’ve been talking about this for a couple of previous Sundays. 

It is partly in response to influence from our Nazarene District and 

National church leaders. It is partly in response to my conviction, and 

our church board’s conviction, that this is an issue which our church 

really must address in a substantive way. When you read the history, 

when you read, for example, the report of Canada’s Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission, it seems pretty hard to come to any other 

conclusion. 

When we read that report as part of the Anti-Racism workshop last 

summer, our workshop leader, Pastor Bill [Sunberg], asked us to 

respond to one of the sessions by writing out what we felt we would 

want to say to the church. Here is some of what I wrote: 

Dear people of God, 

Here are some lessons I believe we need to draw from the TRC Report: 

1. We have been complicit in hideously racist and evil acts, in the 

history of Canada and in its founding by European nations. 



2. Our Indigenous communities in this country are presently living in 

the midst of the wreckage caused by actions the Church took or 

approved. 

3. We are so easily co-opted by the temptation to do God’s work by 

human means and in reliance upon human power, even violence. 

4. Jesus taught and demonstrated for us a much better way.  

5. What our Indigenous neighbours and our non-Indigenous, non-

Christian neighbours need from us is humility, confession of our 

wrongs and non-judgmental action, working towards human 

flourishing in the community around us. 

Well, what have we learned so far?  

For one thing, we have learned that just having a land 

acknowledgement statement can be nothing but hollow words. A 

couple of weeks ago I showed you this little video sketch that made that 

point very well, and I’d like to show it again: 

https://youtu.be/xlG17C19nYo  

We must recognize that such a statement can really “never be more 

than a move to innocence unless it is combined with concrete actions 

embedded in relationships of solidarity” (Asher, Curnow, and Davis, 

“The limits of settlers’ territorial acknowledgments”). 

So, if we want to talk about “Loving our Indigenous Neighbours” as I 

entitled my sermon a couple weeks ago, will a land acknowledgment 

statement get us any closer to that priority? Well, I think it has a lot to 

do with what it says. I think it has a lot to do with the process of how it 

is developed. I think it has a lot to do with whether or not we can 

commit ourselves to thinking, talking and acting in new, different and 

better ways, and if a land acknowledgement statement can help to 

remind us of those things. 

What else have we learned so far?  

Well, we have gone back and reviewed the stories of creation and the 

fall of humankind, from Genesis 1-3. We saw that humans were created 

in the image or likeness of God, created to be like God and to be signs in 

this world of God’s benevolent and just rule. That meant that we were 

created to be in a web of relationships characterized by holy love: 

https://youtu.be/xlG17C19nYo


relationship with God, with one another, with the creation around us, 

and with ourselves. We saw that in the Fall, in the choice of 

disobedience that Adam and Eve took and which we all have replicated, 

those right relationships were all thrown into disarray and corruption, 

and the history the Bible tells is a history of the terrible results of that 

disobedience, but also of God’s determined, ongoing work to restore us 

in His own image and likeness. So that the life to which we are called as 

those made right with God through the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus, 

is a life that is constantly pressing toward the imitation of God, the 

imitation of Jesus Christ, toward living a life of love, just as He first loved 

us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us.  

And that has powerful implications for us and for our relations with our 

Indigenous neighbours. 

We saw, last week, that, as it is put so well in Psalm 19, we should all 

ask, Who can detect their own errors? Who can know every time 

they’ve been in the wrong? We all err in many ways, and the response 

to that truth is not merely to shrug our shoulders but to pray for 

forgiveness and to pray for rescue from sins of intentionality, sins of 

rebellion. And in the history of the Church’s relationship with 

Indigenous peoples in Canada, there was great wrongdoing on the part 

of the Church. And even though it may not have been recognized as 

wrong so clearly in the times when it happened as we can see now in 

retrospect, there are terrible consequences that must be dealt with. 

There was great wrongdoing by the Church against Indigenous peoples, 

and though it is not the case that we are guilty of those wrongs done by 

our forebears; though we are not guilty of those wrongs, yet clearly, we 

bear a responsibility for helping to repair the damage that was done. 

If you have a hard time swallowing that, then I give you Daniel 9, and 

Daniel’s anguished prayer of confession that he prays there. Now, if you 

know anything about the man Daniel, you know that he’s about as 

upright and upstanding of a fellow as you’d ever want to meet. So 

upstanding, as we recall from the most familiar story in the Bible about 

him, that he refused to give up his well-known practices of daily prayer, 

even when threatened with death by being thrown into a den of lions. 

He was faithful to God in all things, a holy man of God. But listen to him 



praying here in chapter 9 (read vv. 4-19). Notice that Daniel doesn’t 

pray an angry prayer against the foreign nations that had overrun and 

destroyed Jerusalem and taken its people into exile. Notice that he 

doesn’t pray in self-righteous anger against his ancestors whose sin God 

judged by means of this deeply painful exile. No, he prays in humble 

solidarity with his people, the people of Jerusalem and Judah, and all 

Israel. There’s no drawing lines here between the evil ones of the past 

“who got us into this fix” and Daniel’s own generation. Neither is there 

any room here for us to do something like that. We (not they, those bad 

Christians over there or back then; WE) stand in need of God’s mercy 

and help to see things with new eyes and to act justly, love mercy and 

walk humbly with God.  

Well, at long last we come to the story in Luke, where as we talked 

about a little bit last week, Jesus’ sermon suffered from one of the 

rudest interruptions of any that he ever preached! And we don’t have 

time to get into it much today, but you can obviously tell that this is a 

very volatile crowd, moving from “all spoke well of him and were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth” to being filled 

with rage and attempting to murder him, apparently in the space of just 

a few minutes! What happened? 

Well, in a nutshell, it’s that Jesus told them he had been sent and 

anointed by God (in effect, by claiming this Isaiah passage was being 

fulfilled then and there, he was claiming to be Israel’s long-awaited 

Messiah!) And he was sent to do a whole lot of really amazing things: to 

bring good news to the poor. Release to the captives. Recovery of sight 

to the blind. The oppressed going free. Announcing the year of the 

Lord’s favour, the year of Jubilee when all that was wrong would be put 

to rights! 

Gracious words, indeed! And they were eating it up, until . . . well, until 

Jesus messed up this whole pretty picture by telling them that these 

great things weren’t going to be for them [alone]. He has a larger 

mission than them, and in fact, they might well end up feeling quite left 

out! He quotes OT stories about Gentiles being favoured over Jews! 

Zarephath was a town that was notorious for the worship of the false 

Canaanite god Baal, a place from which malignant influences were 



emanating into Israel. God sent Elijah to a widow there, someone 

preparing to die. A profound example of the quotation from Isa. 61. 

Then he jumps right from there to the story about Naaman the Syrian 

being healed of leprosy, even while many Israelite lepers in that ancient 

time surely went unhealed. Both Gentile examples – people who were 

generally hated by his audience. Jesus is poking at the prejudice of his 

audience, for they didn’t want good things to happen to those people! 

So that’s where the title of my sermon today comes from. “Mercy 

Begins with Me!” That’s true not just in terms of its spelling, but in 

terms of the prejudiced attitude of Jesus’ friends and neighbours. If 

there’s mercy and grace to be shown, we want it to be shown first and 

foremost to us! We surely don’t want it to be shown to our enemies! 

We surely don’t think it should be shown to people we regard as 

undeserving, right? 

So as we think about all of that in terms of the question regarding our 

role in the healing of the terrible wounds inflicted upon the Indigenous 

peoples of this land, we are faced with this great challenge (R. Hahn): to 

recognize that God’s care and love extends to people who we might 

well consider “beyond the pale.” People who our culture has trained us 

to disregard: 

- Other religions 

- Other ethnicities 

- Other gender preferences 

- Other political persuasions 

- People who our culture trains us to ignore, shunt aside.  

God cares for them, sent Jesus to minister to them. And now as His 

body, indwelt by the same Spirit that had anointed Him, we need to 

open our hearts wider so we can be the instruments who truly do 

demonstrate that love to them. For we know full well that mercy has 

been shown to us. So where there are others needing mercy, let mercy 

begin with me! 

May God help us. Amen. 


