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Truth and Reconciliation are two words that, for me, sum up one of the 

themes of the year 2021. As we’ve come through the time of looking 

back and looking forward that we normally do along with the changing 

of our calendars, it was clear to me that the tragic discoveries of 

unmarked graves of Indigenous children at former residential schools 

across Canada, the atrocities that these graves brought to fresh 

awareness, and the national conversation that followed, were things 

that we urgently need to continue engaging, thinking about, and talking 

about. In the days that followed those discoveries, our Nazarene District 

leaders issued a statement that said, in part:  

“We call all members of the Canada West community to listen, to learn, 

to lament, and to pray for the restoration and reconciliation that is 

found in Jesus Christ. We yearn for the Kingdom where “justice *will+ roll 

on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream” (Amos 5:24) 

and humbly urge followers of Jesus Christ to work towards reconciliation 

in our nation.   We do not want to let this be a story that we let fade 

from our minds in a matter of days. We need to go beyond symbols to 

action. 

Our National Director for the Church of the Nazarene in Canada, Rev. 

Ian Fitzpatrick, made the following statement in the lead-up to Canada 

Day:  

"As we observe the 154th year as an official country, let us not forget 
that we are in unprecedented times. With the recent discoveries of the 
graves of precious indigenous children (and with the probability of more 
discoveries pending), let us remember that all of us have an obligation 
to think, act and live like Jesus, who created all people in his image. We 
do not observe Canada Day because we are perfect (we are not) but we 
observe Canada Day because we exist. There are qualities that make this 
country great, but there are shameful historical and current practices 



that should drive us to our knees. Let us pray and act to acknowledge 
and correct wrongs, and to make sure we do not repeat the violations 
that produce the dark realities we are currently dealing with." 

The leaders of Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, in the 
preface to their final report in 2016, wrote these words that keep 
ringing in my memory: “Getting to the truth was hard, but getting to 
reconciliation will be harder.” They wrote that in the context of talking 
about the purpose of their work and their report: “Ultimately, the 
Commission’s focus on truth determination was intended to lay the 
foundation for the important question of reconciliation. Now that we 
know about residential schools and their legacy, what do we do about 
it?” (“Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future,” preface). 

Well, one of the things that many organizations have been doing for 
some time, which you may have noticed, is what is called a “land 
acknowledgment.”  You’ve probably heard land acknowledgment 
statements, maybe before a hockey game, or as part of the ceremony 
leading up to a gathering such as a City Council meeting or a 
Remembrance Day Service or a university convocation ceremony, or 
perhaps as part of the daily round in our local schools.  

An example comes from the website of Burman University: “Burman 
University is located within hereditary indigenous land and 
acknowledges that the land on which we gather is Treaty 6 territory, 
established in 1876, the traditional home, and meeting ground for many 
Indigenous peoples, including the Blackfoot, Dene, Cree, and Métis.”  

The University of Alberta website says this: “The University of Alberta 
acknowledges that we are located on Treaty 6 territory, and respects 
the histories, languages, and cultures of First Nations, Métis, Inuit, and 
all First Peoples of Canada, whose presence continues to enrich our 
vibrant community." 

This is one of the things that our churches on Canada West District have 
been encouraged to do as well, as part of our response to the issues 
raised by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. And so as a church 
board we decided some months ago that January would be a good time 
to talk about this and work on developing our own land 
acknowledgment statement. Now, in all honesty, it was one of those 
things that seemed like a good idea at the time . . . and now that the 
time has come to actually do it, well . . . it’s still a good idea, I’m 



convinced of that. But it’s hard. It’s not an easy conversation. Yet it is 
one that I believe we need to have.  

Well, what’s the point of one of these land acknowledgment 
statements? What’s the good of it? Isn’t it just a bit of useless window-
dressing? Maybe you will find yourself resonating with this vignette 
from the TV program entitled “The Baroness Von Sketch Show”:  

https://youtu.be/xlG17C19nYo  

Well, that sketch certainly raises a lot of good questions, doesn’t it? So, 
if we want to talk about “Loving our Indigenous Neighbours” as I’ve 
entitled my sermon today, will a land acknowledgment statement get us 
any closer to that priority? Well, I think it has a lot to do with what it 
says. I think it has a lot to do with the process of how it is developed. I 
think it has a lot to do with whether or not we can commit ourselves to 
thinking, talking and acting in new, different and better ways, and if a 
land acknowledgement statement can help to remind us of those 
things.  

For example, Burman University doesn’t just leave things where they 
start with the bare statement that this land was formerly the homeland 
of various Indigenous nations. They go on:  

“Burman University is committed to doing its part to address the legacy 
of broken promises and rebuild productive, partnership relationships 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples in Central Alberta and 
across Canada.” 

Another bit of wisdom that I encountered as I was researching about 
land acknowledgement statements, was to craft a statement that has 
something to do with the reason for the gathering where it would be 
read. And so I thought, what does our gathering in worship of God have 
to do with all of this? A lot, I must say! 

So to begin, I’d like to take us back to the beginning and read together 
one of our foundational texts of Scripture, the story of creation, as told 
in Genesis 1 & 2; and then the story of the Fall as told in Genesis 3. 
There are a few things that I’d like to point out from these stories for us 
to think about, as we consider what it means for us to love our 
neighbours, and particularly our Indigenous neighbours.  

Thoughts to intersperse throughout the telling of the stories: 

https://youtu.be/xlG17C19nYo


From Nazarene pastor and professor Scott Daniels of Nampa, Idaho: to 
understand Genesis 1 – jot these three Hebrew words in the margin of 
your Bible:  

- Tohu: formless; without structure, without organization, 
without logic. Simply chaos 

- Bohu: void; nothing is there. A vast emptiness, if you were there 
you would be entirely alone. This word is always associated with 
water in the OT. Centre of unmaking. In the time of the flood, 
God responds to human wickedness by permitting these waters 
of chaos, tohu va bohu to reassert themselves. It is in act of 
great judgment, but Noah and his family find favour and are 
spared this terrible unmaking, destruction, death.  

- Ruach – wind of God. Waters vs. God’s Spirit.   

Then, also jot three English words: Separation, filling, blessing.  

There are three separations:  

- Day 1 light from dark,  

- Day 2 waters above from waters below, emptying the space 
between;  

- Day 3 dry land from water.  

God’s Spirit, God’s breath divides chaos up, makes it not chaotic.  

There are three fillings: what God separates out, God fills:  

- day 4 fills separation of Day 1 (light from darkness) with sun, 
moon, stars;  

- day 5 fills separation of day 2 (sky, seas) with birds and fish;  

- day 6 fills separation of day 3 (dry land) with land animals and 
humans.  

And day 6 features a very special creation – v. 26: 

- it is preceded by a conversation within the Godhead, an act of 
planning that God conducts! 

- It is marked by a triple use of very special word “created” – 
rarely used in the OT, not used before even in this chapter, but 
used again and again in speaking of human origins. 



- Humankind is created in God’s image; in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. 

And the third English word: there is blessing: after creating humankind 
in His image, he blesses them and charges them to fill the earth, as he 
has been doing; to have dominion over all the other living creatures; to 
tend and keep the creation (see 2:15). And note carefully: they are not 
given dominion over one another. Wherever we got the idea we could 
do that, it wasn’t from God!  

Then comes the 7th day, on which God rests from the work of his hands, 
a day which God blesses and sanctifies or makes holy (the first thing 
God explicitly sanctifies – this gift of restful time! It is a gift to be 
celebrated and received with great joy!) 

Now, what does it mean for us to be created in God’s image? 

- Clearly, as God says in the very next phrase, it is to be made in 
God’s “likeness,” to be made “like God.” Lots of different 
suggestions have been made about the meaning of “in God’s 
image,” or “in God’s likeness.”  

- One of the best suggestions, I think, is to think about it as being 
in a matrix of relationships. God is a relational Being, as 
indicated even in the language of v. 26. And humans are made 
to reflect, to image forth God’s nature in this world God has 
created, through right relationships: 

o Relationship with God: we worship, serve and obey 

o Relationship with others: we respect, do not seek to 
dominate other image-bearers. We love and serve and 
cooperate with them. 

o Relationship with creation: ch. 1: fill the earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over other creatures. Ch. 2:15 
– tend and keep it.  

o Relationship with ourselves: according to 2:25, naked 
and not ashamed. Not anxious, not self-conscious, not 
self-doubting, not self-dominated. Speaks of an open, 
free and loving relationship with one’s inner self. 

But in chapter 3, when the human couple’s right relationship with God 
is broken, violated through disobedience, all the other relationships are 



thrown into disarray. They hide in shame and fear from God, from each 
other, and from themselves. Their relationship with each other becomes 
adversarial – seen in the way they shift blame onto others, in Adam 
naming Eve as he had previously named the animals, and much more 
tragically, in the next chapter’s story of their first two sons, Cain and 
Abel, and the act of murder that Cain commits against his brother. Their 
relationship with the ground, the created order, is no longer blessed but 
cursed.  

 

It’s a tragic story. But it’s also a story that points to hope, for God does 
not give up on the race of Adam and Eve, despite our rebellion against 
him and despite the way in which we have marred the image of God in 
which we were created. Instead, God seeks, patiently and persistently, 
to bring renewal of that image. That is what is happening in Jesus: this 
one who is the perfect image of God joins himself to the human race in 
order to renew us in God’s image. So despite the great damage that we 
have done to ourselves, to one another and to the world around us – 
including the terrible things that have been done to our Indigenous 
neighbours – God does not give up His good creation to the forces of 
tohu and bohu. God’s ruach, God’s wind, Spirit, breath, keeps blowing, 
keeps creating and renewing. And God calls us, the people He has 
brought to Himself, to keep on being renewed and to work for renewal.  

With that story of our creation still ringing in our ears and hearts, let’s 
hear these words from Ephesians 4 (read 4:22 – 5:2). 

We aren’t going to get to writing or proposing a land acknowledgement 
statement today. But when we do, I want us to do so in the awareness 
that we are image-bearers of the God who created us, and keeps 
renewing us, in His image – the God who refuses to give up His creation 
to the forces of chaos and destruction. . . the God who refuses to let it 
go back to being formless and void and dark, refuses to let death have 
the final say.  

That’s the place we need to start. There’s plenty of darkness and death 
in these stories – but God shows no sign of giving us up to it. That’s not 
God’s way, and it can’t be our way.  

God’s purposes will ultimately prevail. Thanks be to God! Amen. 


