
I am writing to you with news I received today regarding SK Houses of Worship: 

• Re-opening Places of Worship - Non-worship activities 

• COVID Alert app 

Re-opening Places of Worship: 

A meeting was held yesterday with some inter-faith leaders and the SK government 

representatives. 
 
Here is some info that may further guide you as local ministries: 

 

During the election period, many government decisions are delayed. We have been 

assured that the public health authorities have the statutory authority to act as needed 

during the next weeks. We are not expecting substantive changes to the guidelines, 

but if the Covid case count increases Dr. Shahab and the Saskatchewan Health 

Authority will be able to respond. 

 

Non-worship activities: 

I have received a number of enquiries over the past weeks about meetings, education 

programs, and youth group activities. We have been informed that SK Public Health 

does not intend to issue specific guidelines for these activities, but encourages faith 

communities to use the guidelines already issued for similar activities. For example, 

youth groups should use the "Child and Youth Day Camp Guidelines". Adapt these as 

needed. 

 

What this means is that faith communities may have in-person meetings, education 

programs, etc... Use personal distancing, wear masks, and hand sanitize frequently. 

Do not share any food or drink. The public health orders further specify: 
"Large public and private gatherings – indoors and outdoors – are prohibited. 

Effective June 22, 2020, indoor gatherings of up to 30 are permitted where space 

allows for two metres of physical distancing between participants. Outdoor gatherings 

of up to 30 people are still permitted with appropriate physical distancing." 

The Guidelines for Places of Worship provide for an expanded number, up to 30% of 

the capacity of the space and a maximum of 150 people. In response to a specific 

request from one faith community, it has been clarified that this guideline applies to 

other activities in the worship space when participants are not physically active or 

moving around and will remain seated for most of the event. The public guidelines do 

not distinguish between worship and non-worship activities. 

 



COVID Alert app: 

The federal COVID Alert app is now active in Saskatchewan. This 

free app for iOS and Android phones is used to assist with contact 

tracing. It does not use any user-identifiable data, location data, or 

contact info. It simply records the Bluetooth signature of other 

phones in its proximity. If any user reports that they have a positive 

Covid test, the app sends a signal to the users that have been in contact with the 

infected user to alert them to a possible infection. 

See: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-

covid-19/covid-alert.html 

 

SK Public Health has asked for the assistance of the faith communities to encourage 

every Saskatchewan resident to download the app. A graphics and an information 

package will be sent out in the next few days, should you wish to share this with your 

people. 
 
Thanks, 
RBY 
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/covid-alert.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/covid-alert.html

