
This afternoon, Monday, December 14, 2020 at 3pm, Dr. Saqib Shahab, Saskatchewan's Chief 
Medical Health Officer, announced revised public health orders effective this Thursday, Dec. 
17. These remain in effect until Jan. 15 unless amended. The revisions affecting places of worship 
are as follows: 
 

• maximum capacity of 30 persons in usual location only 
• no concurrent services 
• woodwind and brass musicians must maintain 3 metre distance 

The Places of Worship Guidelines are established under the provisions of the Public Health Act of 
Saskatchewan and are legally binding on all residents of Saskatchewan. The government has asked 
the police to step up enforcement and we have seen a number of local health inspectors looking 
closely at places of worship. The faith leaders group has asked all faith communities to protect 
vulnerable people by following these guidelines. 
 
30-person capacity, no concurrent services 
Over the past three weeks there have been discussions regarding the Nov. 27 health order. These 
have led to differing rulings by local health inspectors and considerable confusion for local faith 
communities. The text of the Places of Worship Guidelines has been revised to read: "All places of 
worship must reduce capacity to 30 people, including wedding, funeral, and baptismal services. No 
food or drink may be present or served. Services must be held in their usual location. Concurrent 
services in other rooms within the facility are not permitted." This means that the 30-person capacity 
limit applies to the whole facility, not to individual rooms. 
 
For clarification, the 30-person capacity does not include the minimal number of clergy and other 
leaders required to facilitate the service. However, faith communities are encouraged to keep this 
number at a reasonable level. 
 
Musicians and Singers 
The Guidelines have been revised regarding choirs, soloists, and other musicians. Please consult the 
details in the Places of Worship Guidelines (section 4) and the Performing Arts 
Guidelines. https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-
resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-
coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/guidelines/places-of-worship-guidelines  
 

• All musicians must wear a non-medical mask at all times during the performance, except for 
musicians playing a woodwind, brass or other instrument operated by breath, but only if they 
can maintain a distance of three metres from others while playing. 

• Everyone else in the band/orchestra that is not a woodwind or brass must be two metres apart. 
• People in the band/orchestra must be four metres from the patrons. 
• Slit masks, or masks with holes intended for an instrument mouthpiece are not permitted. 
• Instrument bell covers made of a tightly woven fabric with at least two layers are 

recommended 
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