
SOME IDEAS FOR NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION 2022 (AKA 
ORANGE SHIRT DAY)  

Fulfillment of Canada’s Call to Action #80: “to establish, as a statutory holiday, a National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation to honour Survivors [of Residential Schools], their 

families, and communities, and ensure that public commemoration of the history and 
legacy of residential schools remains a vital component of the reconciliation process.” 

 
1. Wear orange at your September 25th  worship service & encourage your 

congregation to also do so. 
 

2. Read a children’s story to your children (& thus the congregation)   NOTE: Both 
of these books arrived in Olds overnight from Amazon & generally available in 
Alberta libraries. 

 

  The Orange Shirt Story: The True Story of Orange Shirt Day by Phyllis 
Webstad.  
  Illustrated by Brock Nicol. Edited by Emma Bullen 
  5 out of 5 stars.  $19.99                                                           

 
 

               When We Were Alone by David Robertson, illustrated by Julie Flett. Published 
December 1, 2016 by HighWater Press. 



 
A young girl notices things about her grandmother that make her curious. 
Why does her grandmother have long, braided hair and beautifully coloured 
clothing? Why does she speak Cree and spend so much time with her family? 
As she asks questions, her grandmother shares her experiences in a 
residential school, when all of these things were taken away. 

 
Also available in a bilingual Swampy Cree/English edition. 

                             
Video reading of this book: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbCY9bky63k 
 

3. Say a prayer for National Day for Truth and Reconciliation/Orange Shirt Day  
(September 30, 2022, a Federal statutory holiday in response to ). 
Here is one adapted from Kairos Canada: 

 

  Vibrant God: Your creation explodes with the colours of the rainbow and 
Your peoples reveal the beauty of diversity. 
  We remember today when the joy and dignity of a precious child was 
destroyed. We lament today for the childhoods  
  lost through the residential school system. We mourn for the spirits crushed 
and the futures compromised. 
  Help us to celebrate the hope and joy of every child. 
  Help us to tell the stories of resistance that make us stronger. 
  Build the bonds of solidarity and connection to ensure “never again” is 
realized. 
  In the name of the One who walked as a child among us. Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbCY9bky63k


4. Join in this Litany for the Healing and Restoration of the Church, adapted from 
the Anglican Diocese of Rupert’s Land, 2017.  

 

  Holy Creator, in whom all things in heaven and earth have their being,  
  Have mercy on us.  
  Risen Christ, through whom the whole creation is reconciled to God,  
  Have mercy on us.  
  Life-giving Spirit, whose love and truth fills the world and searches the 
depths of our lives,  
  Have mercy on us.  
  From our failure to recognize and respect the revelation of Your truth and 
love in the First Peoples of this land,  
  Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
  From our participation in, and the legacy of, the systematic oppression of 
Indigenous sovereignty, language and culture,   
  Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
  From the Indian Residential School movement which was designed to 
eliminate the unique societies, wisdom and beauty of the Indigenous peoples of this land,  
  Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
  From our complicit tolerance of the decimation of Indigenous family 
structures leaving children vulnerable to abuses of every kind,  
  Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
  From our continued acceptance of unjust legal, educational, health and social 
structures that continue to oppress and destroy the lives of many Indigenous people,  
  Saviour, forgive and heal us.  
  O God, we pray for the gifts of Your grace and Your love which never gives up 
on us and is forever faithful. Inspire our minds with a vision of the reconciliation of Your 
kingdom in this time and place.  
  Hear us, O Christ.  
  Touch our eyes, that we may see the sacredness in all of Your creation. Touch 
our hearts, that we may discern Your mission to which You call us, particularly in 
partnership with the First Peoples of    this land.  
  Hear us, O Christ.  
  Touch our minds that we may witness to your Good News in our 
neighbourhoods, communities and all parts of the world.  
  Hear us, O Christ.  
  Draw Your Church together, O Lord, into one great company of disciples, 
together following our Lord Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving You in 
Your mission in the world, and together   witnessing to Your love on every 
continent and island of Your creation. We ask this in the name of the Risen Christ in whom 
we are one. 
  Amen. 
 

5. A Prayer (Source: various, adapted by Dr. Terry Fach) 
                          (May be prayed by the leader only, or also as a bidding prayer as follows: 
Leader: “Your kingdom come” People: “your will be done”.) 



 
   O God our Creator, 
  because Jesus has taught us to trust you in all things, 

we hold to his Word this morning, 
  and as we remember the children of the residential schools today 
  we pray these words Jesus taught us to pray: 
  Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
 
   We confess and lament our complicity in these schools, 
  and the taking of the children from their families. 
  We repent for the pain and ongoing harm we have caused. 

We’ve asked for forgiveness and have committed to the work of     
reconciliation but we recognize that for many that change came too late. 

  Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
 
   We commit ourselves to speak the Truth, 
  to act upon the Truth we have heard 
  of the injustices lived, 
  of the sufferings inflicted, 
  of the tears cried, 
  of the misguided intentions imposed, 
  and of the power of prejudice and racism 
  which were allowed to smother the sounds and laughter of 
  the forgotten children. 
  Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
 
   O God, we dare to dream of a Path of Reconciliation 
  where apology from the heart leads to healing of the heart. 
  Please help us to restore the circle, 
  where justice walks with all, 
  where respect leads to true partnership, 
  where the power to change comes from each heart. 
  Hear our prayer of hope, 
  and guide this country of Canada 
  on a new and different path. 
  Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
 
   God, 
  you have declared that your kingdom is among us. 
  Open our ears to hear it, 
  our hands to serve it, 
  our hearts to hold it. 
  And this we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

6. Videos 



 
The first is excellent for grades 3 and up because Phyllis Webstad, the owner of the 
original orange shirt, 
shares her story in a child-friendly, easy to follow way. The background behind 
Phyllis changes continuously 
to show images of Phyllis’ traditional way of life vs. residential school. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3vUqr01kAkt    (1:55 minutes) 
 
The second video is suitable for grade 6+:  
youtube.com/watch?v=ll1pUrK29MM&feature=youtu.be 
 (3:02 minutes, St. Joseph’s Residential School) 
 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3vUqr01kAkt

