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Greetings in the Name of our Risen Lord:  

The very first Scripture verse I ever memorized as a brand 
new believer was First Corinthians Chapter 15 verse 58. 
I add to every letter I send out, I refer to it as much as 
possible, but I must confess, I really didn’t understand or 
even look at the context. So here we are just weeks out 
from the great Easter event and it seems to me that this 
might be a good time to not only celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus, but now, because of that, to 
anticipate our own resurrection. Let’s take a look at the 
context of this great Corinthian letter from the Apostle 
Paul and particularly Chapter 15.                                 
Verse 50: This verse is the “run up” to the conclusion of 
Paul’s teaching on the resurrection, in that we humans, we who believe in Jesus 
unto salvation go through a transformation. This transformation is absolutely 
necessary because flesh and blood and the perishable cannot possibly enter the 
Kingdom of God. 
Verse 51: Reminds us that we are part of a mystery that Paul wants to show us. 
When the trumpet sounds and the Lord returns for those who belong to Him we 
will be transformed from the earthly to the eternal and Paul uses the metaphor of 
“clothing” to make his point. We take off the perishable and put on the 
imperishable. We take off the mortal and we put on the immortal and when that 
happens death is done forever. It is therefore necessary that in order for the new 
clothes of the resurrection to be put on, the old ones have to be taken off and left 
behind. It is interesting that Jesus Himself left the old clothes in the tomb. They 
are gone, they are of no more use to us, just as they were of no more use to Him. 
Death is no longer victorious and death cannot sting again...why ?...because it has 
nothing to sting! We are transformed.  
Yes in our present existence, we do feel that death has had the last word, we do 
feel the pain and heartache and sting of death, but in the transformation from who 
we are to what we will be death no longer has a role to play…Hallelujah!
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So now, in light of this great truth where resurrection reality no longer just 
belongs to Jesus , but to all of us  we can fully engage and enter into I Corinthians 
15 v 58… “Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.” 

Hymn writer James Black in 1892 wrote these words… 

“When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time shall be no more,  
and the morning breaks eternal bright and fair, 

When the saved of earth shall gather on the other shore  
and the roll is called up yonder I’ll be there. 

On that bright and cloudless morning when the dead in Christ shall rise, 
And the glory of His resurrection share, 

When His chosen ones shall gather to their home beyond the skies, 
And the roll is called up yonder I’ll be there. 

Let us labour for the Master from the dawn till setting sun, 
Let us talk of all His wondrous love and care, 

Then when all of life is over and our work on earth is done, 
And the roll is called up yonder I’ll be there. 

Blessings upon you and thanks to God for you. 
Reverend Ian Fitzpatrick

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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National Ministerial Assessment Centre 2021

In March 2020, we met in Calgary for the first 
"National" Assessment Centre and we had 7 
candidates in attendance. I want to make it 
clear that the idea of Ministerial Assessment 
did not begin with this National Director, but 
has been the passion of former National 
Directors, Dr. William Stewart and Dr. Clair 
MacMillan. I have read their work and built 
on it. Their foundational work has provided a

way for us to assist Boards of Ministry in each district. It is required that before a 
Board of Ministry interview for a District License each candidate will have attended 
the Ministerial Assessment Centre. In March 2021 we had our second "National" 
weekend experience using Zoom and we had 12 candidates in attendance.    
- Dr. Ian Fitzpatrick

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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National Board Meetings 2021

On April 7, 2021, our National Board, which is comprised of our District 
Superintendents and lay leaders from across the country, as well as, our presiding 
General Superintendent, Dr. David Graves and the General Secretary, Dr. Gary Hartke 
met to hear many reports for the 2020 fiscal year. They heard from our National 
Director, our NMI, NYI and SDMI Canadian Auxiliary representatives, Stewardship 
Services, Nazarene Compassionate Ministries Canada, and the President of Ambrose 
University. We were also able to have our USA/Canada Regional Director, Dr. Stan 
Reeder join us to celebrate what God is doing in Canada.

National Pastors Gathering via Zoom

Dr. Stan Reeder joined the April gathering with about 65 Pastors from across Canada. 
A great time of sharing and prayers.

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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Appointment of Vice President Academic and Dean, Tyndale Seminary 

In March 2020, the Tyndale Board of Governors confirmed Dr. Arnold Neufeldt-Fast in 
his appointment as Vice President (VP) Academic and Dean of Tyndale Seminary, a 
position that also carries Cabinet responsibilities. 

Dr. Neufeldt-Fast is a tenured member of their faculty and an accomplished scholar 
who specializes in contemporary Protestant theology and ethics, continental philosophy 
and Anabaptist Studies. Dr. Neufeldt-Fast is internationally known for his work 
translating Karl Barth’s theological cannon from German into English, which brings 
lesser known works to an English speaking audience. 

Dr. Neufeldt-Fast has been responsible for building and administering Tyndale 
Seminary’s successful Spring/Summer school program which achieved its highest ever 
enrolment this past summer. He has also worked closely with the Office of Distributed 
Learning to create and expand Tyndale Seminary’s fully online web asynchronous 
programs.  

We congratulate Dr. Neufeldt-Fast and pray for him as he continues to lead Tyndale 
Seminary and contributes to the Cabinet leadership team.

COVID-19 Information 
Due to the current COVID-19 stipulations, only students, staff, and faculty are 
permitted at gatherings at Ambrose University. Please join us at online events, which 
you are free to enjoy from the comfort of your own home.  

Click HERE to see their events calendar 

Click HERE for their ongoing Summer Camps

Tyndale University

Ambrose University Events

https://ambrose.edu/events
https://ambrose.edu/events
https://ambrose.edu/summer-camp
https://ambrose.edu/summer-camp
mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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From the beginning, the Church of the Nazarene has been committed to making 
Christlike disciples in the nations. Our commitment to embrace discipleship as a 
lifestyle is essential in the church today.  

The journey of discipleship is one we do not walk alone. The grace of God through 
Jesus Christ draws us into an ever increasing relationship with the Father, and the 
fellowship of believers remains a constant encouragement along the way.  

NAZARENE DISCIPLESHIP IS A JOURNEY  
FROM GRACE TO GRACE TO GRACE.  

CLICK HERE to listen to a message from Dr. Scott 
Rainey, Global Director of Sunday School and 
Discipleship Ministries (SDMI). 

CLICK HERE for more information A Journey of 
Grace Resources.

Nazarene Discipleship: A Journey of Grace

www.nazarene.ca

CLICK HERE TO WATCH

http://www.nazarene.ca
mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
https://youtu.be/GjmuMmZ7FFg
https://nazarene.org/journey
https://www.nazarene.ca/copy-of-tides
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COVID-19 continues to influence our lives, and reminds us that life is fragile and 
can change for any of us in a moment. 

We are all actively thinking about our current and future health and wellness 
during these unusual times. We are doing our best to keep ourselves and our 
families healthy and safe.  We all want to be prepared spiritually and fiscally for 
what the future holds.  Given the circumstances, it is possible we have time and 
opportunity to have conversations about our estate – what God has given us as 
stewards in His kingdom. 

Are you ready?  Have you adequately prepared for the future?  Do you have 
everything in order to look after your children and grandchildren?  And does your 
plan allow you and your loved ones to celebrate your life of faith and your love for 
the Body of Christ and His Kingdom? 

Nearly 60% of Canadians do not have a current Will in place. The last thing your 
family needs is to deal with frozen bank accounts, bills and debts that keep 
accruing interest charges and the unexpected estate taxes that could have been 
avoided with a little planning.  The greatest gift you can give your family is to have 
a Will and review it every few years to revise and update its provisions. 

Stay well and be blessed as you continue to bring light and God’s loving embrace 
to your family and your neighbours. And if you haven’t prepared for the future, 
now may be the time! Call or write anytime to discuss your will or estate planning. 

R Riley Coulter  

Director of Stewardship Services - Church of the Nazarene Canada  

richardrileycoulter@gmail.com 

403.829.6949 [c] 

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
mailto:richardrileycoulter@gmail.com
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5 Step Will Planning Guide 

Step One:  Have a Plan. 
You need a plan that will ensure all your loved 
ones are looked after as well as help you avoid/
eliminate estate taxes through giving to 
Registered Canadian Charites.  As you think 
about your plan, list all of the people you want 
to care for through your estate.  You can only 
give to three places in your estate:  relatives, the 
government (in estate taxes) or registered 
Charities.  Be generous – as giving to charity is 
what can reduce and even eliminate estate taxes while still looking after your loved 
ones.   Remember your church is needed now more than ever.  And the ministry of 
your church will continue after you are gone – and will need support.  As you 
imagine what joy and blessing your estate gift will bring to your church as they 
serve and build The Kingdom, know that it also becomes a delightful fragrance to 
God’s heart (Phil. 4:8). 

Step Two: Create a Will.  
Once you have your estate plan completed, you 
need to add/incorporate this into your Will. You 
can make reference in your Will to follow the 
Estate Plan you created in Step One. We 
recommend using the services of a lawyer but 
there are other low cost options available:  

•Hand-written (Holographic) Will - Use a 
blank piece of paper, label this your “last will and testament” and hand-write 
your wishes, date and sign (no witnesses required). Must be able to prove this is 
in your own handwriting to be valid.  NOTE: Holographic Wills are not legal in 
British Columbia. 

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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•Download a Do-it-Yourself Will Kit – These are good for simple estates but 
usually fail to cover ‘what if’ scenarios.   

•Online interactive Will service – These services will guide you through the 
process and are specific to your Province or Territory and will even check for 
errors.  There is normally a small fee for the use of this service. After answering 
all the questions, the service compiles a document that can be downloaded and 
printed.   

•Use the services of a lawyer (or Notary in BC or Quebec) – This is 
recommended as the traditional approach for making a will.  If you do not have 
a lawyer, ask your pastor to recommend one to you.  And, sometimes the best 
way to find a lawyer is to ask your friends and family.   Your Estate Plan will 
help guide/instruct your lawyer in writing the Will as well as reduce the amount 
of time spent/costs discussing this with your lawyer. 

Other than the hand-written Will, all final Wills should be signed in the presence of 
two adult witnesses that are not beneficiaries (and in some jurisdictions, they 
cannot be the spouse of a beneficiary) to turn it into a legal Last Will and 
Testament.  

Step Three: Get Your Documents Together.  
Once your Will is in place, there are other 
documents you should make sure are compiled: 

•Your Complete Estate Plan. 

•A document outlining your funeral wishes and/
or funeral arrangements that have already been 
made including contact information. 

•Inventory of Assets (including life insurance policies, investments, properties, 
savings accounts, etc.) and the passwords, codes and/or contacts to access them. 

•Financial Power of Attorney to give someone authority to access to your 
finances and Living Will (Healthcare Power of Attorney / Advance Directives) 
to give someone authority to make decisions about your health care.

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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Step Four:  Keep All Documents Safe and Accessible. 
All these documents should be kept in a 
secure place.   

They also need to be accessible in case 
something happens.  

Your named executor should know where 
to quickly find a copy and where the 
originals are stored. 

Step Five:  Keep your will Updated. 
The general rule of thumb is that your Will 
should be reviewed and, if needed, updated every 
4-5 years or after any major life/asset change. 

You can also review and update your estate plan 
as well. 

It is never too early – nor too late! - to create a Will. 

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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REPORT 
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries 

Canada continues to be actively 
engaged in ministry around the globe. 

Read our annual report for 2020 - a 
special edition of  
Nazarene News 

 CLICK HERE

Get Involved in Growing Hope

Again this year in spite of the pandemic, you have 
opportunity to sponsor an acre in the Grow Hope 
Markdale or Seeds of Life Growing project.  The cost to 
sponsor an acre in both projects this year is $400.  Your 
sponsorship pays for crop inputs - the farmers cost to plant, 
care for, and harvest.  Expected return per acre when the 
crop is harvested and sold is over $500 (depending on the 
weather, growing conditions and yield).  All proceeds are 
sent to Canadian Foodgrains Bank where they are matched 

up to a 4:1 match to feed hungry people in our world.  Therefore your $400 becomes as 
much as $2500. 

Sponsor an acre today or part acre:  
See www.ncmcanada.ca (under donate)
Call 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220

Send a cheque to our national office
3657 Ponytrail Drive

Mississauga, ON  L4X 1W5
Be sure to designate

Grow Hope Markdale"  or  "Seeds of Life” 
Your giving brings hope to many!

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
http://www.ncmcanada.ca
https://www.nazarene.ca/single-post/special-edition-nazarene-compassionate-ministries-canada-annual-report-2020-2021


CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE CANADA MAY 2021

To Subscribe or Unsubscribe contact: ycristales@nazarene.ca 12

NCM Canada announces Summer Hires

Nicole Solis -  is joining the NCM Canada team  to assist Yara Cristales with NCM 
Communications. She will be translating existing communications into Spanish and 
also designing content for new communications pieces including content for social 
media. 

Nicole was a participant in the Send Me tour that Alan and Yara led to Malawi early 
last year and since then has promoted our work in Malawi. She also represented NCM 
Canada at two Canadian Foodgrains Bank advocacy events. 
Nicole graduated 

• Seneca College May 2013 - Social Services - Immigration and Refugee Sector. 
• Algoma University May 2015with a degree in Community Economic and Social 

Development 
• Global TESOL College - teaching English as a Foreign Language 
• will graduate 2021 George Brown College - Health Services / Office 

Administration 

Nicole has worked for and volunteered for Manantial Neighbourhood Services for 
several years (a compassionate outreach ministry in Toronto) coordinating the 
development of several proposals, facilitating online workshops, and assisting the 
program coordinator. Nicky has a volunteer online ministry for young girls. She is very 
conversant with social media content and design and has created content for different 
social media platforms. Nicky attends and is a member of the Emmanuel Spanish 
Church of the Nazarene. 

Keasha Green - Keasha has a passion for research.  She will be on contract with 
NCM Canada to research the Biblical / theological understanding of care for creation 
- answering the questions "Why should Nazarenes care for creation?"  and "What 
specific aspects of creation care resonate with Canadian Nazarenes, particularly youth 
and young adults. Then she will design a communications platform and associated 
content for communicating care for creation throughout our network.  Keasha has a 
BA in Archeology, a Master of Theology degree from Tyndale University, and 
certificate in Strategic Public Relations and in Public Administration and Leadership. 
She has worked as a Communications Assistant in the Department of History at the 
University of Toronto and managed the Hudson's Bay Company Heritage programs 
including the website and social media.

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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She has worked for the Royal Ontario Museum for a number of years and most 
recently has worked as an education interpreter at Black Creek Pioneer Village. She 
comes from a Pentecostal / Anglican background and is passionate about care for 
creation and wondering why the church is not more engaged in creation care. She has 
written a number of research papers and articles.

St. Vincent Island Volcano Response

The La Soufrière volcano on the island of St. Vincent in the 
Caribbean erupted, blanketing the island in a layer of white-
coloured dust and ash. Some 16,000 to 20,000 people have been 
forced to evacuate their homes in the northern part of the island 
where the volcano is erupting.  Since then further eruptions have 
led emergency officials to describe the landscape as a 'battle 
zone'.

Falling ash and pyroclastic flows have destroyed crops and 
contaminated water reservoirs. There is an acute shortage of clean drinking water as 
people crowd into shelters.

Scientists warn that eruptions could continue for days or even weeks.
There are several churches of the Nazarene on the island and they are responding with 
food and non-food items supporting the shelters that have been set up for those who 
have evacuated. Nazarene Compassionate Ministries is assisting with funds.

You can donate to "St. Vincent Volcano Relief" by credit card by

• using the "Donate Now" button on our website www.ncmcanada.ca
• by phoning 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220 Ext.2 (Yara)
• by mailing a cheque to Church of the Nazarene Canada, 3657 Ponytrail Drive, 

Mississauga, Ontario, L4X 1W5. Be sure to designate "St. Vincent Volcano 
Relief ACM 1198"

• by e-transfer to churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com (no password 
required).

Be sure to indicate "NCM Canada - St. Vincent Volcano Relief #ACM1198” in the 
comments box along with your mailing address if you wish a charitable receipt.

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
http://www.ncmcanada.ca
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COVID -19 RESPONSE - INDIA

India is currently facing an overwhelming second wave of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, with the numbers of both cases and deaths 
increasing steeply and we believe the numbers to be much higher 
than reported. Numbers of infections are setting global records.
Our churches of the Nazarene in India continue to support those 
impacted by Covid-19.  Nazarene Compassionate Ministries is 
providing additional assistance during this time of suffering and 
dire need.

You can donate to "India COVID Response" by credit card by

• using the "Donate Now" button on our website www.ncmcanada.ca
• by phoning 1-888-808-7490 or 905-602-8220 Ext.2 (Yara)
• by mailing a cheque to Church of the Nazarene Canada, 3657 Ponytrail Drive, 

Mississauga, Ontario, L4X 1W5.
• by e-transfer to churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com (no password required).

Be sure to indicate "COVID-19 Response - India #ACM1330” in the comments box 
along with your mailing address if you wish a charitable receipt.

Nazarene churches in India serve in pandemic surge
The number of COVID-19 cases and deaths in India are breaking world records, with 
the total reported number of deaths exceeding 215,000 and rising. Deaths have nearly 
tripled in the last three weeks and reached more than 3,600 in the last 24 hours. The true 
death toll is believed to be much higher.  

The dramatic surge in cases has overrun the health care infrastructure; both hospitals 
and crematoriums have run out of space, and there is a critical shortage of oxygen. The 
surge in cases and deaths has also slowed the country’s vaccination rollout. 
Nazarene churches in India have been actively involved in distributing aid since the 
beginning of the pandemic a year ago, ensuring that hundreds of families have food and 
supplies. Most recently, the project began distributions for 500 families. This has 
become particularly important during the surge. While it is vital that people maintain 
proper safety measures, it also means a significant loss of income. Those who are living 
in poverty have even fewer resources than usual.  

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
mailto:churchofthenazarenecanada@gmail.com
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-56961940
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https://apnews.com/article/india-coronavirus-business-health-a8f84ca9d9a4d9be322a4d9e9f614f6f
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-56961940
https://apnews.com/article/canada-business-pandemics-science-health-9a5edad508f63b05e4465fdffa61bcb8
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-56913047
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-56940595
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The Reynolds Memorial Hospital, a Nazarene entity started in 1938, is providing 
frontline care to patients with COVID-19. The Church of the Nazarene is mobilizing 
support for the hospital by providing oxygen and other urgent items. The surge in 
cases has impacted this hospital, too, and staff members are working extremely hard 
to treat those in their care. About 16 of the staff have also been infected and are being 
treated at the hospital themselves.  

A district superintendent in India, is recovering from COVID-19 along with four 
members of his family. The support from the Nazarene church helped them with steep 
medical bills, and he said that he would like to continue the work by showing love to 
others in need. “Please continue to pray for me and the church in India and all of our 
leaders,” he said. “Especially pray for my country to get the safety under God’s 
protection and to get a healing touch.” 

Large portions of the population have lost their income during the pandemic, making 
it nearly impossible to count on essentials like groceries and housing. Support 
provided by churches alleviates some stress as communities strive to make it through 
the loss of income caused by the pandemic. This includes supporting pastors, who 
aren’t receiving their normal pay while churches are closed.  

A Pastor who tested positive for COVID-19 in April, along with his parents, said that 
the support from the church was a great help. “I seek your prayers for our country,” 
he said. “I seek your prayers for our pastors and the families who have lost their dear 
ones. Please pray for the whole country.”

mailto:ycristales@nazarene.ca
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