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How Important is Camp Ministry to the 
Local Church?

A significant report came out in 2011, 
Hemorrhaging Faith, which did a study on 
faith “specifically as it relates to young 
adults who are transitioning from high 
school to postsecondary [education].”

 The Hemorrhaging Faith study told us 
that transitions are often exit points for 
young adults. I won’t go into the dire 
statistics reported. However, the study did 
lead Anton Kim from Power to Change to 
ask the question: How can we help young 
adults who are transitioning from high 
school to the next phase in life, wherever 

they are headed, stay connected to church and faith? You can read more 
about the response report, Renegotiating Faith, here 
https://p2c.com/renegotiating-faith/.

Based on statistics from the Renegotiating Faith study, there are several 
reasons why camps play a vital role in passing down faith from generation to 
generation.

1. Young people who go to camps are more likely to keep their faith.

Once a person has been to camp, there is a greater likelihood of them 
participating in other spiritually formative activities like youth group, Scripture 
reading, prayer.

2. A young adult who went to camp is twice as likely to get involved with 
another church after moving out of their parents’ home.

In general, only 23.5% of young adults get plugged into a church after moving 
out; however, 55% of young adults who had attended camp will continue to be 
involved with the Church. 

3. If someone attended camp as a teen, they are almost twice as likely to do a 
Christian gap year program or pursue Christian higher education.
Less than 30% of kids who grew up in the church attend a Bible college or 
training program. However, this statistic becomes nearly 50% for kids who also 
went to camps. 
In every area of the Renegotiating Faith data, camps proved to be effective in 
the spiritual development of adolescents. If kids who attend camps are more 
likely to pursue Christianity seriously in their adult lives, encouraging this step 
is vitally important.

If we want children to follow Jesus Christ, camp ministry is an absolute must in 
passing down the faith to the next generation. (William Dmytrow)

Church, summer camp ministry is not simply a fun getaway for our children. It 
is a vital step in their ongoing spiritual formation which is to last a lifetime. Our 
camps need your support! So do our children and youth. Please be in prayer 
for these significant ministries, coming up Summer 2023.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4SEJp1k8Qghttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4SEJp1k8Qg
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Many who read this have a great love for the 
concept of the ‘Camp Meeting’, it may be a 
tradition that was started recently in your 
family or perhaps one that has gone on 
generations. The tradition of the summer 
‘Camp Meeting’ is a very old one indeed and 
goes back long before the Nazarenes settled 
beside the Little Red Deer River. 

So where did it all begin? 
The camp meeting is a phenomenon of Ameri-
can frontier Christianity, as well as British 
Christianity, but with strong roots in traditional 
practices of the Presbyterian Church in Scot-
land and the United States. The Church of the 
Nazarene in North America owes its annual 
summer tradition to the Methodist Church, 
who were one of the first to start the tradition 
of the ‘camp meeting’. According to Kenneth 
O. Brown, Methodist participation in camp 
meetings began as early as 1786 at Cattle 
Creek in Branchville, South Carolina, and in 
Green County, Georgia. 

Originally camp meetings were held in frontier 
areas where people without regular preachers 
would travel on occasion from a large region 
to a particular site to camp, pray, sing hymns, 
and listen to itinerant preachers at the taber-
nacle. Camp meetings offered community, 
often singing and other music, sometimes 
dancing, and diversion from work. The practice 
was a major component of the Second Great 
Awakening, an evangelical movement 

promoted by Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian 
and other preachers in the early 19th century. 
Lee Sandlin gave an overview of the typical 
camp meeting in frontier America: 
A typical meeting began in a low-key, almost 
solemn way. A preacher gave a sermon of 
welcome and led a prayer for peace and com-
munity. This was followed by the singing of 
several hymns. Then there would be more 
sermons. . . .The next day, and the day follow-
ing, the sermons grew increasingly sensational 
and impassioned, and the excited response of 
the crowd grew more prolonged. By the second 
or third day, people were crying out during the 
sermons, and shouting prayers, and bursting 
into loud lamentations; they began grabbing at 
their neighbors and desperately pleading with 
them to repent; they sobbed uncontrollably and 
ran in terror through the crowd, shoving aside 
everybody in their path. As the preachers ranted 
without letup, the crowd was driven into a kind 
of collective ecstasy. In the night, as the torches 
and bonfires flared around the meeting ground 
and the darkness of the trackless forests closed 
in, people behaved as if possessed by some-
thing new and unfathomable. As Finley wrote: 
"A strange supernatural power seemed to 
pervade the entire mass of mind there 
collected." ... 

In 1867, The National Holiness Association, 
which would later become the Christian Holi-
ness Partnership, drew around 10,000 worshi-
pers to its camp meeting in Vineland, New 
Jersey and then more than 20,000 to its meeting 
the following year in Manheim, Pennsylvania. 
The Church of the Nazarene was a product of 
the National Holiness Association, whose 
original name was the National Camp Meeting 
Association for the Promotion of Holiness. Long 
after the name had been shortened, the promo-
tion of camp meetings and holiness conventions 
remained the primary goal of the NHA. The 
Church of the Nazarene emerged as a concrete 
expression of the hopes of the NHA leaders and 
the camp meeting continued as part of that 
expression.
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Many of you reading this have always lived in a 
world where our district camp has existed. The 
origins of our camp ministry is well over 100 
years in the making and its arrival in Western 
Canada is also linked to the arrival of The 
Church of the Nazarene as well.
 
Our camp story begins in 1911. Back then the 
’camp meeting’ concept was well established 
and during that time a group of holiness 
people began to hold meetings in the Calgary 
area.. After several months, they invited L. 
Milton Williams, who was a Nazarene evange-
list, to hold a tent meeting. It was after that 
meeting that the first Nazarene church in 
western Canada was formed. A year later, what 
is now known as the Canada West District, was 
formed.
 
In 1918, the District Assembly recommended 
the purchase of a permanent camp meeting 
site. It was the hope of that assembly that the 
site would provide a place for not just a meet-
ing place to use during the summer for camp, 
but also a campus for a Nazarene Bible 
College (which would go on to become 
Ambrose University). In 1923 land was 
purchased in Red Deer and by 1925 a rustic 
peaked roof tabernacle was constructed. The 
building could hold 800 people and was built 
all on volunteer labour. 

The camp remained in the Red Deer area until 
1954 when the growth of the city of Red Deer 
started to expand to the property of the camp. 
With pressure from the city, the camp was 
eventually sold and Camp Meeting was held 
on the campus of Canadian Nazarene College. 
In 1955 a piece of land west of Olds was 
donated to the Canada West District. Many of 
the old cabins from Red Deer camp were 
reassembled and placed in their new home 
and work went into the rest of the camp.

August 1955 marked the first camp to be held 
on the new property. Camp Harmattan was 
born. Although the camp did provide a place 
for the children and youth, camp meetings 
were still held on the CNC campus until 1960. 

In 1961, Canadian Nazarene College moved to 
Winnipeg and discussions began on establish-
ing another camp. With the long trek from 
Manitoba to Alberta taken into consideration 
as well as the assumption that many Nazarenes 
would increase with the establishment of the 
college in Winnipeg, work began on finding 
property in Manitoba. Such a place was found, 
240 acres at St. Malo Lake, 35 miles southeast 
of Winnipeg. In 1959, Mel Tucker found the 
property now known as Lakeshore Bible Camp. 
At that time, the property was owned by Mel’s 
family physician, Dr. Singer. 

In 1962, more land was purchased to add to 
the Harmattan camp. Work began to develop 
the land into the ‘Family side’. The first family 
camp was held at Harmattan in the summer of 
1962 on the youth side. The Thomson Taber-
nacle (also known as ‘The Beehive’) was com-
pleted in 1965 and Family Camp began its 
wonderful journey at Camp Harmattan. 

In 1969 Lakeshore Bible Camp continued to 
move ahead. At that time the only buildings 
there were two outhouses. Kids Camp and 
Teen Camp used tents for sleeping, cooking, 
eating, chapels and activities. For the next 
decade campers and staff were taken by 
school bus to St. Malo Provincial Park for 
swimming and showers. With no running water 
on-site, potable water was brought in from St. 
Malo. The Bell Cabin was ready to use as 
kitchen, dining room and chapel. Charlie 
Harper’s boss gave the camp a house that was 
transported to the property. The girls had one 
side and the boys had the other side for their 
cabins.
 3

By 1970 Family Camp was added to Lakeshore 
Camp on a Sunday afternoon as a ‘bring your 
own supper’ event. The reservoir was perfect 
for the Sunday afternoon baptisms. As the 
camp grew so did the Family Camp. The 
addition of Friday evening through Sunday 
services saw many arriving with trailers and 
tents to enjoy the entire weekend. Finally in 
1980 the construction was complete on cabins, 
chapel, dining hall with kitchen and a well was 
dug to bring running water to the washrooms 
and showers. The next year two Atco trailers 
were added and reconfigured for camper 
cabins and staff housing. With the baptisms 
and swimming becoming a important part of 
the summer ministry, the camp started improv-
ing and using the lakefront beach.
 

The summer of 1986 was the last time ‘the 
Beehive’ was used at Camp Harmattan for 
Family Camp. The multi-plex was finished and 
became the host of camp meeting the follow-
ing summer and beyond. The following years 
saw more additions to the camp grounds, 
including additional trailer sites and renova-
tions to buildings on both youth and the family 
side and even a new ball diamond. In 1996, the 
youth side added a zip-line and rope course. 
Both became very popular and the age range 
of participants was a young as 3 and as old as 
76. 

In the years following at Lakeshore Camp, the 
camp was blessed by Work and Witness teams 
that were willing came to help put a cement 
floor in the chapel, electrical hook-ups for 
trailers and painting buildings. Mel and Connie 
Olson brought their trailer out to spend sum-
mers as on site managers. They made many 
wonderful connections in the community. They 
decided to put a cross overlooking the lake 

with solar lights for nighttime. In 2019, Lake-
shore Bible Camp began to rent the camp-
grounds to Anchor Point Church for the month 
of July. They managed 5 camps during the 
month for a variety of ages and the annual 
Family Camp was moved to August.
 
Saturday June, 18th, 2005 is a day most friends 
of Camp Harmattan will not soon forget. A 
mere two weeks away from the first camp of 
the season, heavy rain during the night formed 
into a devastating flood that tore into Camp 
Harmattan. Despite the set back, camp was 
able to happen all summer. The challenges 
were great, but our God is greater! The old 
cabins were replaced with the Longhouse, 
which was ready for 2006 and continues to 
host overnight camping to this day.
 
The Multi-plex roof collapse in 2014 presented 
another challenge, but God continued to 
provide. Although early on it looked like 
Family Camp may not happen, James River 
Bible Camp served as temporary host for 
Family Camp that summer as the Multi-plex 
was going through repairs. Family Camp spent 
its 60th year under a tent, much like they did in 
the early years. By 2016, the newly built Multi-
plex was ready for Family Camp and has 
continued to be the host of camp meeting 
every summer since. 

The blessings that both Camp Harmattan and 
Lakeshore have provided are endless. We are 
thankful to have such sacred ground where we 
can see the work of God in the lives of so 
many. Please continue to pray for our district 
camps as well as the staff and participants as 
they prepare for another summer of ministry.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4SEJp1k8Qghttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4SEJp1k8Qg

https://youtu.be/fmIgtaIoLPQ

LAKESHORE
BIBLE CAMP

Lakeshore Bible camp is nestled in on the 
shores of the St. Malo reservoir and boast 
fabulous sunsets. The lake is a haven to 
many species of fish, birds and turtles. 
Because of the humid climate in Manitoba 
many of the turtles in the waters surround-
ing the camp can range from the size of an 
Oreo cookie all the way up to 70 lbs. The 
camp has a legendary snapping turtle 
named Mongo that many have seen. 
Mongo would be in the 70 lb range and 
over 50 years old.

CHECK THE LAKESHORE PROMO VIDEO HERE

This year Lakeshore is operating 4 weeks of youth camps operated by the Church of the 
Nazarene as well as a partner group. Each year we have a Manitoba Nazarene Family 
Camp on a weekend and some of the Nazarene ministries have their own weekend or one 
day camp at a separate time. The camp is also rented out to other ministries for week long 
retreats and weekends. Our camp facilities are 95% booked for the summer with just a 
couple weekends available in June and September. In the past 10 years the camp has seen 
many updates and continues to be a place where people can meet Jesus and experience 
God’s amazing creation. We are thankful for all the volunteers, donations and prayers. 
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CAMP HARMATTAN
Camp Harmattan has been around for a long time as part of the Canada West District Church 
of the Nazarene. As we look back at the history of Camp Harmattan, we can see God’s handi-
work and providence throughout the history. We can also see a strong mosaic of people who 
have contributed to what Camp Harmattan is. Thank you for your prayerful and practical 
support for what we do at Camp Harmattan.
 
Camp Harmattan is a diverse community committed to creating holistic, and missional environ-
ments for Christian formation.

Here is what we value at Camp Harmattan: 
- Community – we value being a part of a larger group of people. 
- Creativity – we want to do everything in an innovative way. 
- Holistic – we cannot separate our spiritual, physical, social and mental aspect to our lives. 
- Missional – we want to cooperate with what God is already up to in this world.
- Environments – we want to create nurturing environments to encounter God in a              
transformative way. 
- Christian Formation – we believe that discipleship and evangelism go hand in hand. 
- Stewardship – we want to do more with less while being trustworthy with what we have. 

At Camp Harmattan, we have come through floods, hail, a multiplex collapse, and a variety of 
other catastrophes over our history. In 2020, we experienced a pandemic that made facilitating 
camps in a normal way incredibly hard. And yet, in 2020, Camp Harmattan still was able to 
innovate a program that was able to serve a role in the middle of a pandemic. At the end of 
that year, we were able to finish off in an incredibly strong financial place that was only possible 
because of the support of people just like you who believe in something bigger than yourself.
We’re looking forward to all the events planned for 2023.  
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For further information, please visit:
www.campharmattan.com

Apply on the link below for volunteer, crew, and summer staff opportunities:
https://www.campharmattan.com/staff-volunteers/

Register now for upcoming camps on the link below:
https://harmattan.campbrainregistration.com/
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https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1466616436543/1534874922512

https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1466616436543/1534874922512

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/5c/5cda97d9-ee18-4f6b-adca-7087eeba2f06/documents/Reconciliation_Bingo.pdf

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/5c/5cda97d9-ee18-4f6b-adca-7087eeba2f06/documents/Reconciliation_Bingo.pdf

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/5c/5cda97d9-ee18-4f6b-adca-7087eeba2f06/documents/Reconciliation_Bingo.pdf

www.simpletix.com/e/family-camp-extended-august-long-weekend-t-tickets-123172

www.simpletix.com/e/family-camp-extended-august-long-weekend-t-tickets-123172

www.simpletix.com/e/family-camp-extended-august-long-weekend-t-tickets-123172

Hello Campers,

We are underway and making plans for all 
of you!  Some have registered already, and 
we look forward to receiving many more 
registrations.  Here are a few things for you 
to consider. 

If you have families sharing a site and are 
bringing more than one unit...please note 
each family needs to register and pay.  Our 
registration fees are based per unit, not 
per site.  (This does not apply to tents 
brought for extra family members) 

If you are a long-term site holder who is 
NOT able to attend this year, please let 
Rose Graham know at nazarene@telus.net. 

If you registered but have not paid, we 
prefer e-transfer to nazarene@telus.net or 
you can pay by credit card here:  
www.surveymonkey.com/r/NazareneFundingPortal

All family camp programs are run by volun-
teers.  We need more volunteers in all 
areas.  Please let us know if you are willing 
to help!

FAMILY CAMP
Harmattan

Register for Family Camp here:  
www.surveymonkey.com/r/FamCamp2023

If you wish to extend your stay for over-
night August 6, 7 or 8, 2023 please register 
here:
www.simpletix.com/e/family-camp-
extended-august-long-weekend--
t-tickets-123172

Our Keynote speaker will be Rev. Mark 
Bane. Stay tuned on social media, for 
more information about the morning 
seminars and other programming details.

We look forward to seeing you at camp!
 

REGISTRATION FOR FAMILY CAMP 
July 28 - August 6, 2023 is open.  
The registration fee is $40.00 per 
night or $45.00 per night after 
June 30th, 2023 so please register 
early to get that early bird rate.  
Please note the long weekend falls 
on the last weekend of Family 
Camp this year.

This year’s Camp theme is

HIGH CALLING
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https://vimeo.com/321909285/90e9389332

https://www.anglican.ca/primate/tfc/drj/doctrineofdiscovery/studyguide/

https://native-land.ca/resources/territory-acknowledgement/

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Litany-for-Healing-and-Restoration.pdf

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Litany-for-Healing-and-Restoration.pdf

https://www.cmacan.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/trc-prayer-guide-part-1.pdf

https://www.cmacan.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/trc-prayer-guide-part-1.pdf

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-liturgy.pdf

https://easternsynod.org/wp-content/uploads/National-Indigenous-Peoples-Day-2021-1.pdf

https://easternsynod.org/wp-content/uploads/National-Indigenous-Peoples-Day-2021-1.pdf

https://www.crcna.org/indigenous/resources/indigenous-ministry-sunday

https://www.crcna.org/indigenous/resources/indigenous-ministry-sunday

https://network.crcna.org/biblical-justice/indigenous-justice-sunday-school-lessons

https://network.crcna.org/biblical-justice/indigenous-justice-sunday-school-lessons

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/celebrate-canada/indigenous-peoples-day.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/celebrate-canada/indigenous-peoples-day.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/celebrate-canada/indigenous-peoples-day.html

https://www.kairoscanada.org/product/strength-for-climbing-pdf
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IN MEMORY: 

It is with great sadness that we share with you the passing of Karen 
Coulter, wife of Dr. Riley Coulter on February 27, 2023. Please be in 
prayer for Dr. Riley Coulter and the family.

The memorial service will be held on Monday, March 13 at 2:00 pm 
at Skyview Community Church. The service will be live streamed for 
those not able to attend in person. 

Skyview Community Church
9685 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.W.
Calgary, AB T3K 2M3

If you wish to send a card to Dr. Riley Coulter, please send it to:

182 Kincora Hts. N.W.
Calgary, AB T3R 1N9 

Karen Coulter
AUG 31 1949- FEB 27 2023


