
 

 
 

 

    

    

 

 

 

Canada West District Church of the Nazarene is grateful for the opportunities to learn and grow 

in our understanding of the culture and the history of our neighbours, particularly those who 

have long called this land their home. 

 

For our Indigenous people, treaties were viewed as sacred covenants that established a 

relationship between those for whom Canada is an ancient homeland and those whose family 

roots lie in other countries. Treaties form a constitutional and moral basis of alliance between 

Indigenous peoples and Canada. 

 

The treaty stipulates that neither group will force their laws, traditions, customs, or language on 

each other, but will coexist peacefully as each group follows their own path and shares the 

natural resources and land available.  

 

The ongoing recovery on the grounds of the former residential schools clearly shows that these 

treaty promises were not upheld. There continues to be deep inter-generational wounds and 

mistrust by our Indigenous communities because of the disregard shown for their humanity and 

cultures. We have much work to do as Christ followers to reconcile with our Indigenous 

communities. 

 

Acknowledging territory shows recognition of and respect for Aboriginal Peoples. It is 

recognition of their presence both in the past and the present. Recognition and respect are 

essential elements of establishing healthy, reciprocal relations. These relationships are key to 

reconciliation, not only between Canadians, but especially between us and our Creator. 

 

Our Indigenous communities need to hear us acknowledge that their presence on this land long 

preceded ours. This desire for reconciliation is why we will be hearing such statements in and 

around our communities, and on our district. 

 

 
We would like to acknowledge that the Nazarene churches of the Canada West District are located on 
the traditional territories of many of Canada’s First Peoples and the homeland of the Metis Nation. 
These territories include the land of Treaties 1 and 2 in Manitoba; Treaties 4 and 6 in Saskatchewan; and 
Treaties 6 and 7 in Alberta.  
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to these lands. We are grateful for 
the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in these communities, and we commit ourselves to 
the work of reconciliation with First Nations people. 
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