
Proverbs 1:1-3-- The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:
2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, 3 to receive instruction in wise 
dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity;

Injustice is rooted in “what is in it for me”

Proverbs 17:23-- “The wicked accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the ways of justice.”

Proverbs 28:21-- “To show partiality is not good, but for a piece of bread a man will do wrong.”

Proverbs 29:4-- “By justice a king builds up the land, but he who exacts gifts tears it down.”

Justice   requires us to be   impartial:  

Proverbs 11:1-- “A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is his delight.”

Proverbs 13:5-- “The righteous hates falsehood, but the wicked brings shame and disgrace.
Justice is always about truth, not bending truth to fit past conceptions.

Proverbs 16:11-- “A just balance and scales are the Lord's; all the weights in the bag are his work.”

Proverbs 18:5-- “It is not good to be partial to the wicked or to deprive the righteous of justice.”
 
Proverbs 18:17-- “The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines him.”

Proverbs 20:10-- “Unequal (two kinds of) weights and unequal measures are both alike an abomination to the 
Lord.”

Proverbs 20:23-- “Unequal weights are an abomination to the Lord, and false scales are not good.”

Proverbs 29:4-- “By justice a king builds up the land, but he who exacts gifts tears it down.”

Proverbs 29:14-- “If a king faithfully judges the poor, his throne will be established forever.”

What God wants from us?

Proverbs 21:3-- “To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.”

Proverbs 21:15-- “When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.”
justice should be something those who claim to be righteous love and brings them joy

Proverbs 24:23-25-- “These also are sayings of the wise. Partiality in judging is not good. 24 Whoever says to 
the wicked, “You are in the right,”will be cursed by peoples, abhorred by nations, 25 but those who rebuke the 
wicked will have delight, and a good blessing will come upon them.

Proverbs 28:5-- “Evil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the Lord understand it completely.”

Proverbs 29:7-- “A righteous man knows the rights of the poor; a wicked man does not understand such 
knowledge.”

Proverbs 31:8-9-- “Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. 9 Open your mouth, 
judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.”



The godly seek the justice of the powerless, not the powerful

Proverbs 13:23-- “The fallow ground of the poor would yield much food, but it is swept away through 
injustice.”

Proverbs 14:21-- “Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor.”

Proverbs 14:31-- “Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy 
honors him.”

Proverbs 17:5-- “Whoever mocks the poor insults his Maker; he who is glad at calamity will not go 
unpunished.”

Proverbs 19:17-- “Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.”

Proverbs 21:13-- “Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor will himself call out and not be answered.”

Proverbs 22:9-- “Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.”

Proverbs 22:16-- “Whoever oppresses the poor to increase his own wealth, or gives to the rich, will only come 
to poverty.”

Proverbs 22:22-23-- “Do not rob the poor, because he is poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate, 23 for the Lord 
will plead their cause and rob of life those who rob them.”

Proverbs 28:8-- “Whoever multiplies his wealth by interest and profit gathers it for him who is generous to the 
poor.

Proverbs 28:27-- “Whoever gives to the poor will not want, but he who hides his eyes will get many a curse.”

Proverbs 29:7-- “A righteous man knows the rights of the poor; a wicked man does not understand such 
knowledge.”

Proverbs 31:8-9-- “Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. 9 Open your mouth, 
judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.”

Proverbs 31:20-- “She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy.”

James 5:1-6: Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 2 Your riches 
have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be 
evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the 
wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the
cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in 
self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the 
righteous person. He does not resist you.

Jeremiah 22:1-5: Thus says the Lord: “Go down to the house of the king of Judah and speak there this word, 2 
and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, who sits on the throne of David, you, and your servants, 
and your people who enter these gates. 3 Thus says the Lord: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the
hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the resident alien, the 



fatherless, and the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you will indeed obey this word, then 
there shall enter the gates of this house kings who sit on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, 
they and their servants and their people. 5 But if you will not obey these words, I swear by myself, declares the 
Lord, that this house shall become a desolation.


