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We are called to be learners.  Elementary school gives us some 
basic tools to begin the learning process.  Then we press on 
and continue to learn.  It is a choice to continue on to middle 
school, high school, college, even the school of life.  The point is 
that there is much for us to learn if we apply ourselves to the 
process. 
 
Learning comes in different forms.  Some people learn by 
experience and others through careful study.  Either way, the 
process that works for you is one that has been tried and has 
produced acceptable results.  This process will continue 
because once we have learned, we can now share what we 
have learned with others. 
 
Living a life of faith is a learning process as well.  Faith is not a 
goal to be reached, not a destination at which we ever arrive, 
but a journey that lasts our whole life.  Sure there are rest stops 
along the way and detours that test our faith at times.  Ultimately 
we are called to continue traveling that path, trusting that Christ 
walks with us along the way.   
 
The ultimate goal of learning is transformation.  As information 

forms us, we are changed from who we were to who God wants 

us to be.  Romans 12:2 - Do not conform to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 

good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 
I am called to be consistently learning in Sermon Preparation.  It 
is a process that is worth perusing on a weekly basis because of 
what God reveals through it. When I read a selected text God 
helps me to see multiple angles for a richer perspective.  Then 
that perspective gets shared on Sunday Morning.  In that I am 
blessed.   
 
Called to be learning in relationship with God is another part of 
the pursuit.  God creatively speaks to us in our alone time with 
Him, behind the wheel and even in the midst of the chaos of life.  
There has been a flood of information to “learn” during the 
Pandemic.   But the key question is: Is it ALL worth it?  The 
presence of God in our daily lives helps us sort out what is 
necessary.  Please continually make time each day to spend 
part of it with God.  He shares with His children exactly what is 
needed for each day.  Trust the teacher and lean into the 
learning.  The rewards are out of this world! 
 
   God Bless, 
    Pastor Derrick 
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PASTOR PURL’S PEN 

Keep trusting God. 
He is always in 

control even when 
your circumstances 

may seem out of 
control.  


