
 1 

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT 

 Churches, like individual Christian disciples, would 

be wise to regularly ask; “How are we living into the Good 

News of Christ?  How well are we doing at being vessels 

of God’s grace and joy?  Is this place/ this people known 

for lifting the glory and name of God?” 

 Just prior to the 2020 pandemic we had a church 

wide leadership retreat. In 2019 we had a year long 

visioning and values process comprised of small groups 

and ranging from elementary age children all the way to 

our most senior and seasoned members.  We were all 

ready to take on the world!  
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED                   

  And then came Covid.  A lot has changed from then to now.  We’ve purchased 

1101 Curtiss.  We’ve jockeyed between in person and online only worship.  Our 

online participation has grown four fold to nearly 400 a week, and over a hundred 

people per week viewing our online Bible Study Church Without Borders.  As we 

regroup for the fall, it would be wise again to ask the questions: “Where is God’s 

spirit leading us today?  In what ways can we continue to reach those who’ve not 

heard of us or a church like us before?” 

 We have been working with Convergence, a Progressive Christian consulting 

firm that works with churches to live into their full potential before God. Church 

leadership has been working with Convergence to first gather information about who 

we are and the community we serve.   

 To that end, we’ve jointly put together a survey. One for ONLINE church 

participants (former members who’ve moved out of state, people who have tuned in 

during the pandemic, those who are not able bodied enough to come to worship here 

but listen online, and local folks also who have discovered us online but may not 

have been here in person)  and one for LOCAL church folks like you and I who 

come to First Congregational and call it our church home.   

           We will be asking each person who is able (age appropriate) to fill out the 

survey.  So yes, you and your spouse /partner both should do one independently.  

Convergence will simultaneously be doing a back study on the wider Downers Grove 

community to see how our church aligns with our community and places of need and 

commonality.  

 Why are we taking this survey?  1. To see what our top values and priorities 

are among our membership. 2. To see how those values align or what we might be 

missing in those new people we are reaching.  3. To see where it may be possible to 

deepen our connection to our online community and involve them more in our 

church.  4. To better understand where we are today. This survey will also be a good 

platform for looking more critically at future ministry efforts and endeavors such as, 

the future usage of the new 1101 property long term. 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED                    

            We will run the survey until we hit the mark of 70% participation.  We will 

provide opportunities both in worship  and with great frequency to get them filled 

out. However, we do ask that any one person only fill out one.  I know this is 

Chicago, but please one per person :)  

In Other News: THIS SEPTEMBER!!!  

• RALLY DAY— Come join us for an outdoor service and dedication of the front 

steps on Sunday, September 12 at 9:30 a.m. Worship will be in Fishel Park and we 

invite you to bring your own picnic. In case of heavy rain, we’ll move it all inside 

and we can bring our food into Fellowship Hall.  We hope you can join us for the 

kicking off a new church year! We also would like to have an all-church photo 

and ribbon cutting on the front steps! We hope that the steps themselves will be 

done, and most of the retaining wall and landscaping, because we’d like to 

celebrate all the support, efforts and generosity that have made this stair 

replacement possible and the welcome it will add to our church front entry! 

• Wednesday, September 1 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. will be the parent and student 

orientation for the 7th and 8th grade 2021 –2022 confirmation groups. 

• Confirmation begins Saturday, September 11 with a 7th and 8th grade 

confirmation day from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. , with lunch provided.  This is an 

opportunity for confirmands to get to know one another and also get to know 

their leaders. 

• Confirmation classes begin Wednesday, September 22 from 7 to 8:15 p.m.   

• Hand Bells, Jr. Choir, and Chancel Choir begin. (See Music Ministry page) 

 A Farewell:  In Ecclesiastes 3, a text borrowed lyrically by the Byrds in their 

famous song “Turn, Turn, Turn,” there is a season for all things.  In the life of the 

church we’ve seen seasons of growth and seasons of decline, a time to embrace and a 

time to refrain from embracing, a time to scatter and a time to gather things together.  

In short, life sometimes hits us with things that are unexpected.  We don’t control the 

seasons, do we?  And while this past year, despite the pandemic and uncertainty 

we’ve had, there are many things to celebrate. But, we’ve also had some moments of 

sadness and grief along the way.   

  



 4 

F
ro

m
 P

a
st

o
r 

S
co

tt
 

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED                    

       One of those places of grief and hurt was the sudden dismissal of eighteen year 

custodian Carl Lorek. Carl had gotten himself into some trouble that was directly 

connected to some misconduct concerning the court ordered community service 

program run by the church. While the news had a ripple of shock and a wide range of 

emotional responses, we never had an opportunity to say goodbye. In fact, as this 

happened while we were just getting hit by the pandemic, many church members 

were only much later realizing that he was no longer with us.   

     To that end, we’d like to have an opportunity for goodbyes and closure with Carl, 

both for he and his wife and for the church.  We hope it will be an opportunity of 

healing and grace.  For those who would like to have a chance to see Carl and Sue 

and to thank him for his near two decades of service to First Congregational UCC we 

will be having an open house on Saturday, September 18 from 1 - 3 p.m. at 1505 

Gilbert Street, the home of John and Jan Hibbeln.   

 September 18 is also a day we celebrate the Montrew Dunham award shared 

by the Downers Grove Historical Society as Dave Humphreys is recognized as their 

2021 Award winner.  The award recognizes those whose significant service and 

contributions to the Village of Downers Grove have earned them a place in its 

history.  The event begins at 10 a.m. and will be held at the Downers Grove Museum, 

831 Maple Ave.   

 In this season of change, endings and new beginnings, your personnel team 

and I will be looking to bring in three new staff positions this fall; Church 

Administrative Secretary, when Rachel leaves us later this fall, Church Custodian, 

and Sunday School Coordinator to replace James Hapke.     

 On the Docket: Some of you have mentioned that you have enjoyed getting 

deeper into the life of King David, and perhaps some Old Testament text you were 

not familiar with before. As your pastors, we’ve enjoyed it too!   

 We wanted to give everyone a heads up in that September we will be having a 

mini series on the book of James, followed in October and early November by the 

Hebrew Bible books of Job and Ruth.  We are excited about these weeks of worship, 

and hope you’ll consider reading these texts alongside us as we journey together in 

worship and faith. 
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 If you would like to read about Dave’s accomplishments, what lead 

him to receive this award, and more specifics about the award go here.  

https://www.downersgrovehistory.org/2021%20Montrew%20Dunham%20Award%20Announced.html
https://www.downersgrovehistory.org/
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 GET TO KNOW YOUR STAFF— KIM RUTTER 

 Hello!  Let me introduce myself.  My name is Kimberly Rutter and I am the 

church’s Bookkeeper.  I came to First Congregational back in October 2016 after 

Laurie Olsen mentioned an opening for which I might be interested in applying.  (You 

can thank her or…maybe not.) After a couple of interviews, I was hired as your part 

time Bookkeeper.  Once hired, I was trained by Matt Newton, Adrienne Colvert, Pam 

Swick and had been under Larry Bryant’s tutelage for a few years.   Eric Nelson now 

gets the honor of being the person who tells me yes or no to this or that. (Hey, he 

volunteered for it!) 

 You can find me in my office Monday through Thursday from 8 AM to 2 PM.  

My duties include but not limited to all the steps for processing your pledges, 

donations, fundraisers, check requests and invoices.  Other duties include reconciling 

accounts and various financial reporting. I could go on, but some of you may have 

already fallen asleep.  In addition to working with our Treasurer, Eric Nelson, I work 

with many other members with their volunteer work by providing reports of their 

fundraising and expenses upon request. You only need to ask if you need my help. 

 OK, now the personal stuff.  My hope is that 

you are still reading this or that you were able to at 

least get a good nap.  Warning: I tend to go on and 

on when it comes to my family.  I’ll try to be brief.  

So, here’s the personal details: I currently live in 

Downers Grove with my husband, two sons, our 

Golden Retriever and our rotating foster dogs.   

 I’d tell you how long my husband and I have 

been together but, that would give away how old I 

am.  It’s hard enough some days to admit that both 

of my boys are college age.  Our oldest, Michael, attends Embry-Riddle in Daytona 

Beach, FL and is in the final stretch for receiving his Aerospace Engineering degree.  

He is also a single & multi-engine commercial rated pilot and currently working on 

his Certified Flight Instructor license.  Our youngest, Tommy, attends LSU (Louisiana 

State University) and will be a Junior in the fall pursuing a Mechanical Engineering 

degree.  At LSU, he is a member of Formula SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers). 

They design, build and race their cars on a collegiate level.  He is just beginning his 

road to becoming a private pilot.    
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 GET TO KNOW YOUR STAFF— KIM RUTTER 

 All my boys (hubby included) enjoy 

everything to do with planes, cars and 

motorcycles including wrenching on and racing 

cars and motorcycles (THANKFULLY, they 

have given me a break on this one but, the 

threat remains).  Basically, if it is about to give 

me a heart attack – they are all in!  My husband 

is a single & multi-engine commercial rated 

pilot and a Certified Flight Instructor. I must mention his multi-engine sea plane 

rating because he is really 

excited about being able to fly 

his 1946 Widgeon that he, our 

boys and a mechanic 

reconstructed.  If you are into 

that sort of thing, they have a 

Facebook page: Widgeoneering.   

 

 As for me, my career has always been around accounting.  I have worked for a 

couple of CPA firms, a real estate firm, a start-up firm of which my brother is a 

founding member that developed an AI support treatment for use in radiology 

oncology. But I spent most of my career at a remote television production company 

specializing in sports and entertainment.  At the TV production company, I managed a 

small accounting staff and (for about 10 years) hired the crews that covered the events 

we had at local and national MLB, NHL, NBA and IHSA events.  In 2012, the 

company sold out to another production company out of state.  While they offered a 

job in California, I decided it was time to slow down and enjoy some time being with 

my family.  Not to mention the drive on the Eisenhower every morning was 

something I could do without.  Are you still awake?  OK, the last bit I promise.  For 

fun I like: photography, puzzles, watching scary movies, reading and fostering dogs 

(mostly after I get them housebroken).  Told you I could go on and on about my 

family. 

 I hope reading about me wasn’t too much like listening to the teacher in the 

Charlie Brown cartoons (Wa Wa Wa Wa…) and that we get to turn the tables and 

learn about each of you.  Every person has their own unique and interesting story to 

tell. 
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AUGUST COUNCIL MEETING NOTES—MONDAY, AUGUST 23  

June meeting minutes were approved. 

 

Pastor Scott’s Update 

• There have been 34 applicants for the custodian position and there have been a few 

applicants for the Sunday school coordinator. 

• There will be an open house on Saturday, Sept. 18 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Hibbelin’s 

house for those who would like the opportunity to bid farewell to Carl Loren. Email Jan at 

janhibbeln@sbcglobal.net for the address. 

• The decision about whether or not our church will receive the Lily grant should be 

made by the end of the month. This grant would provide $50,000 to help fund a minister 

to cover part of the time that Pastor Scott will be gone for his sabbatical in 2022. 

• Plans are underway to launch several programs in the fall: the high school youth 

group, confirmation group, and Grounds of Hope.  

• There’s a new program in the discussion phase - a weekly streaming program that 

would be topical with a Christian perspective - asking “where do you see God in those 

situations?”  It may be streamed via social media and is still in the process of being 

developed. 

• There have been several visitors regularly attending services, so there may be a new 

member event soon.  

 

Pastor Michelle’s Update 

• There is a need for confirmation mentors. 

• Results of the parent events are being tallied. 

 

Worship and Arts Update 

There was a discussion about music at our services, taking into account the evolution we’ve 

seen during the pandemic. We’ve been utilizing more recorded tracks that Justin has been 

preparing while using fewer live musicians. The discussion centered on whether that trend 

will continue and how it affects both the sound of the music and the budget. Worship and 

Arts,  Personnel, and Finance and Budget will continue the discussion with recommendations 

coming back to the council. 

 

Annual Ministry Fair 

The Ministry Fair is scheduled for Sunday, November 14, and is to be held in Fellowship 

Hall. On the Sundays previous to that, each Ministry will make a short presentation before 

Sunday Service about the ministry and future needs for volunteers. That will begin on 

September 12. 
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STEWARDSHIP/GIVING MINISTRY UPDATE:  

We have been actively involved in numerous areas working in conjunction with  

Financials  

 We have been holding our own into the summer with revenue being pretty 

much on target to budget and expenses being lower due to the open custodian position 

and reduced operating expenses.  This will be changing as we enter the fall, and a 

custodian is hired and our expenses get closer to normal as we continue to expand 

operations and the gap between expected and needed revenue narrows or goes 

negative creating a deficit.  This can be partially overcome if those that had pledged 

last year. but haven’t pledged or given this year can assist.  A letter will be sent to the 

Congregation in mid-September from Eric Nelson – Church Treasurer and Dave 

Williams – Stewardship Co-Chair, explaining the situation in more detail, projected 

deficits, and solutions.  We are encouraged in how we are transitioning out of the on-

going pandemic and know that the congregation will respond and put us in great 

shape for 2022. 

 

First Congregational UCC -DG/Convergence Congregation Survey 

 Our Futures Working Group (Cyndy Davenport, Harriet Plump, Phil Sumida, 

Pastor Michelle, Greg Skiba and Dave Williams assisted by Pastor Scott), have been 

working over the past several months with Convergence, the Atlanta Progressive Faith 

based consultant in the development of a customized assessment to be part of a larger 

study, that will;  1) see what our top values and priorities are among our membership 

and 2) determine how those values align or what we might be missing in those new 

people we are reaching; 3) See where it may be possible to deepen our connection to 

our online community and involve them more in our church; 4) finally, to better 

understand where we are today as a result of the pandemic while providing an 

excellent platform to look more critically at future ministry efforts and endeavors.  

This would include the future usage of the new 1101 property long term, which we 

will address through focus and small groups after the consultant report is completed 

and presented to the Council and Congregation.  Stay tuned for more information and 

the release of the survey in early September. 
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STEWARDSHIP/GIVING MINISTRY UPDATE:  

First Congregational UCC -DG joins natural gas cooperative  

 After several months of attending webinars and analyzing our extended (6 

years) Nicor gas usage, rates and therm costs (thanks Tom Williams for the data), 

Council approved upon the recommendation of Stewardship to join the newly formed 

natural gas cooperative through the non-profit Community Purchasing Alliance along 

with 18 other non-profit/religious orientated entities representing 81 accounts with 

over 900,000 therms annually of gas consumption of which FCUCC-DG annual 

therm consumption is estimated at 23,630 (2.6% of total).  The cooperative will begin 

its three-year contract with supplier ENGIE beginning in September, with anticipated 

savings up to 20% over the term.  Current gas rates have soared to $.52 per therm 

from $.35 earlier in the year and are expected to stay at or increase above those levels 

due to the demand for natural gas as the cleaner fossil fuel.  Our guaranteed rate for 

the term is $.35!  Any questions regarding this new partnership can be directed to Eric 

Nelson or Dave Williams. 

Buildings and Grounds and Stewardship: Front Step Project  

– Wow, what a difference 

 We are very close to finishing the project (95%), with only the installation of 

the stainless-steel railings remaining and completing any punch list items.  The railing 

was slated to be done the week of August 23.  The total project cost ended up at 

$127,240 not including landscaping and lighting.  We were extremely fortunate to 

have Concrete Management & President Ted Dooley as our contractor and partner in 

the project.  They did a fantastic job! 

 Buildings & Grounds in conjunction with the Landscape Committee are 

working on the area adjacent to the steps including the building of a decorative 

retaining wall, slated for completion by Jose Landscaping by September 1, along with 

restoration of the landscape.  Details regarding the step lighting are being finalized 

with completion anticipated by October1.  Thanks to B&G project manager Lance 

Beigh for a fabulous job, B&G special team members, Phil Toleikis, Len Clark, Bob 

Osula, Dave Humphreys, Mike Coletto, Eric Nelson & Dave Williams, and 

Landscaping Committee members, Judi Davenport and Laurel Carlson.  We have had 

so many positive comments on the new steps, and we look forward to its dedication 

soon.  A communication will be forthcoming regarding final fundraising of the 

remaining $25,000 to fully fund the $135,000 project without having to use any 

reserves.  
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many opportunities within our Church to be a blessing!    

 

 COMMUNITY KITCHEN—”A Hug From Home” 

 From December 2020 to August 23, 2021, Community Kitchen has served over 

4,823 meals to the homeless and food insecure in Downers Grove.  It’s heartbreaking 

to face the reality that there are so many people in Downers Grove that need such a 

basic necessity, food.  But we’re also grateful and humbled for the opportunity to serve 

our neighbors.  One guest said that our meals are like a “hug from home.”  He said that 

all of our guests are so thankful for our generosity, the food, the courtesy, the respect, 

and the neighborly conversation.    

 Our church serves dinner every Monday night and the 2nd and 4th Fridays of 

each month at 5:30 p.m. This takes place in the Community Kitchen, the former 

reading room of our new property next door at 1101 Curtiss Street.  If you can help 

some night or want more details, please follow this link to the SignUp Genius. 

 If you feel led to serve in any of these ways, please contact Mary Dove at 

marykdove@gmail.com or 630-935-6166.  Thank you!!!  

   

PADS ANNOUNCEMENT: 

 DuPagePads has made a huge announcement. They are going to purchase the 

Red Roof Inn that they have been using for the pandemic hoteling program, through 

which they provided shelter for over 400 people during the pandemic (including 130 

children). They will use the building as the "Interim Housing Center." Priority will be 

given to families with children, individuals with mobility issues and those fleeing from 

domestic violence. With all of this information, PADS has also shared they will not be 

opening church congregate sites until April 2022. Further information on congregate 

sites will be updated soon. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084eabad2aa5f85-community9
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

   

The following is a report from PADS: 
 
 (Wheaton, Ill.) August 17, 2021 – DuPagePads proposes to purchase a hotel 

property at 1113 Butterfield Road and repurpose it into an Interim Housing Center to 

meet the agency’s mission to end homelessness in DuPage County. DuPagePads will 

submit an application to DuPage County to leverage one-time federal funds and other 

grants to assist with the agency’s property purchase.   

 

 “Our operations over the past 18 months prove this model of interim 

accommodation is an efficient and effective way to break the cycle of homelessness at 

its onset,” said April Redzic, president and CEO of DuPagePads. “Making this service 

offering permanent will allow us to continue in our goal that no child will have to live 

out of a car with their family in DuPage County.”   

 Covid-19 forced DuPagePads to meet its mission differently; the organization 

has provided a hotel model of interim housing to provide a secure room at several area 

hotels, including two in Downers Grove. Since March 2020, more than 430 

individuals, including 130 children, were provided temporary housing through this 

program. Purchasing and repurposing the facility will ensure that the region’s social 

safety net will remain resilient throughout the duration of the pandemic and future 

public health challenges.   

 

 Compared to baseline operations, providing clients with a private and secure 

space to temporarily house themselves and their family members has produced 

tremendous results. DuPagePads has observed the following changes:  

• An 80% reduction in mental health incidents and requests for assistance; 

• A 75% reduction in the spread of health conditions such as flu, respiratory illness, 

or other physical health issues; and 

•  A 500% increase in the utilization of case support services by clients. 

 

 DuPagePads will prioritize rooms at the Interim Housing Center for families 

with children, individuals with mobility issues, and those fleeing domestic violence. 

Historically, parents who are experiencing homelessness can be reluctant to utilize 

congregant shelter because they lack privacy, stability, and space for families to call 

their own. The facility will fill the gap and provide individuals and children with 

dignity, security, privacy, and on-site supportive services to help them on their journey 

to a permanent home of their own.  
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

   

 “While we are excited about this transformational opportunity for our agency, 

we are most grateful for what this Interim Housing Center will mean for the clients and 

families we serve,” said Redzic. “This past fall, we began watching mothers with 

infants come to our doors with nowhere to go, needing a safe place during the most 

difficult moment in their lives. This model of interim housing not only facilitates better 

outcomes for clients at lower overall social and economic costs but will truly improve 

the quality of life for families in our care.”  

  

 DuPagePads has cultivated a deep connection within the community over its 

nearly 40-year history. Today, the organization has relationships with more than 160 

congregations and partnerships with over 50 health, legal and social service agencies. 

More than 4,000 individuals volunteer with the organization annually.   
 

 “We are in a position to take advantage of this opportunity because of the 

tremendous partners and supporters who have been such a part of our work for so 

long—both in DuPage County and in Downers Grove. We are so thankful for our 

partners, volunteers, and donors,” said Redzic.  

  

 Under the hotel model of interim sheltering, clients and their families may stay 

at the property for as little as 24 hours, but in other cases, a client may be housed for 

several weeks at the center until an appropriate and stable permanent housing option is 

secured. During their stay at the Interim Housing Center, clients will be in regular 

contact with DuPagePads staff and utilize a suite of services and casework available to 

them. Clients must be pre-qualified at another facility before checking into the center.   

  

 DuPagePads has provided clients with accommodation at the hotel facility on 

Butterfield Road since the onset of COVID-19 and the property owners have reached a 

purchase agreement, contingent on approvals and funding being received. The 

organization hopes to raise an additional $1.5 million to facilitate the complete 

purchase, transformation, and startup costs.  
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

 

YOUTH OUTLOOK DROP-IN CENTER: 

 In existence since 1998, Youth Outlook https://youth-outlook.org is the first 

social service agency in Illinois solely dedicated to providing a safe, supportive, and 

respectful environment for adolescents, whether they identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 

transgender, or questions (LGBTQ+). They work in six counties in the suburbs and 

offer drop-in youth centers, parent support, and community education. The nearest 

drop-in center is in Naperville, and a center recently opened in Elmhurst. Other center 

locations include: Palatine, Elgin, Ottawa, Geneva, Sterling, DeKalb. All drop-in 

center locations are hosted in churches.  

 Drop-in centers meet weekly and provide a social setting for youth to meet other 

LGBTQ young people ages 12-20. A safe and comforting space is created to discuss a 

variety of topics. Dedicated programming relating to healthy relationships, safer sex, 

and HIV/AIDS prevention is provided, in addition to a safe place to feel community 

support, socialize, and have fun.  

 First United Methodist Church has offered to host a Youth Outlook drop-in 

center in Downers Grove. Currently, the plan is to open the center in the fall.  

Volunteer training will take place on two Saturdays in September, the 18 and the 25. If 

you’re interested in volunteering or have any questions, please contact Pastor Andi 

Voinovich of the FUMC at 847.504.6782 or pastorandivoinovich@gmail.com or Dave 

Humphreys at dave@davehumphreys.com.  

 

 

LITTLE FREE PANTRY: 

 We are continuing to stock the pantry with non-perishable 

food and personal items.  To help us continue this effort, please 

donate to the pantry using this link for a full list of acceptable 

items.  Thank you to everyone who has been supporting the 

pantry!  And thank you to Gail Clark and Kathy Gajewski for 

assuming the responsibility for monitoring it!  If you have any 

questions, please contact Kathy at kag0405@gmail.com. 

 

 

"Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble.  Then your light will shine out from the 

darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.”    Isaiah 58:10 

https://youth-outlook.org
mailto:pastorandivoinovich@gmail.com
mailto:dave@davehumphreys.com
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/5c/5c986b03-fb1f-4b39-b392-125c342c1a78/documents/Pantry_Supply_List_2021.pdf
mailto:kag0405@gmail.com


 15 

U
p

d
a

te
s PRAYER LINE:  

 We ask that you keep the following people in your prayers for strength,  

comfort, love and healing during this time. Prayers for the Wadycki family at the 

death of her son Kirk, Greg Skiba at the death of his brother Steve Skiba, the Dunham 

family at the death of Chuck Dunham, Carl Lorek for his heart issues, Tennessee and 

Louisiana flood victims, the people of Afghanistan,  Dick Hill, Eric Poulter, the 

Martuneac family, and others recovering from hospitalization and surgery. Thank you!  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY: 

Greetings from Music Ministry! 

 I am very pleased to announce that we are planning to return to in-person  

rehearsals for Chancel Choir, Junior Choir, and Alleluia Ringers.  Rehearsals will 

begin on the following dates: 

• Chancel Choir - Rehearsals will begin Thursday, September 9.  Weather  

permitting, rehearsals will be held outside in the courtyard behind the Community 

Kitchen.  If weather is not good, rehearsals will take place in the Sanctuary with  

sectionals to allow for the most amount of space between singers as possible.   

Inside rehearsals will be masked with breaks to "air out."  I'm asking that folks 

please be vaccinated to keep everyone as safe as possible. 

• Junior Choir - Junior Choir will begin rehearsals on Sunday, September 19.   

Rehearsals will be held in the coffee house and singers will be masked. 

• Alleluia Ringers - Rehearsals will begin Sunday September 19 in either the music 

room or the Chapel (TBD).  We ask that ringers wear masks during  

rehearsals. 

 Please consider joining one of our music ministry groups!  Music brings so 

much joy, community, and love to the soul.  Thank you! 

With love, 

Kelley Calpin 

Director of Music Ministries 
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 Due to ongoing concerns regarding Covid-19, we will not be having our  

traditional, in-person church garage sale this 

year. However, the garage sale committee has 

been looking into having a “virtual” garage sale 

instead. Stay tuned for more details! In the 

meantime, if you would be interested in helping 

us out with this new endeavor, please contact 

Gail Clark at gclark214@comcast.net. 

 

 

FCLC: 

 FCLC is excited to welcome new staff and families to the program, as well as to 

the community. We are fully enrolled and continue to have a two year waitlist. This 

should be another fun filled school year. We are looking forward to being creative 

again and seeing how to engage with our families, the church and the community  

during this time of social distancing.  

 It is hard to believe that three years has already passed since we were awarded 

the ExceleRate Illinois accreditation. As this is something we need to reapply for  

every three years, we have begun the long and detailed process now so that we can be 

ready for our June site visit. 

 

UPCOMING TWO WAY STREET COFFEE HOUSE DATES: 

 Two Way Street Coffee house will begin live Friday night performances  

beginning Friday, September 10. They will also continue to film their performances! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gclark214@comcast.net.
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s WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: 

 Most of us are fully vaccinated and are feeling more comfortable eating out,  

especially if we can eat outside. Remember, everyone is welcome!  Bring a friend if 

you’d like.   

 

Fri., September 10 - Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. at Downers Delight (401 75th St, DG) 

Call or text 630-632-3014 or e-mail peggy.gutzke@gmail.com if you plan on coming! 

 

Fri., September 24 - Stitch and Chat at Jan Hibbeln's house at 9:30 a.m. 

1505 Gilbert  Downers Grove 

You don't need to bring anything to stitch, but can just hang out and chat.    

Share breakfast food! 

Call or text 630-728-4843 or e-mail janhibbeln@sbcglobal.net if you plan on coming! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Peggy Gutzke.   

Home: 630-971-1382  Cell:630-632-3014  E-mail: peggy.gutzke@gmail.com   

 

DUPAGE PADS: 

 DuPagePads needs your voice! Pads’ commitment to ending homelessness  

safely during the COVID-19 pandemic has transformed their work, leading to a better 

future for more families and individuals. DuPage Pads is proposing the purchase of an 

Interim Housing Center, taking the next important step together to end homelessness! 

Please take one minute now and add your name in support of the Interim Housing 

Center proposal today at endhomelessnesstogether.org. Together, we are creating a 

brighter future for our neighbors to safely reach a place they can call home. 

 

 

 

mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
mailto:janhibbeln@sbcglobal.net
tel:630%2F971-1382
tel:630%2F632-3014
mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
https://endhomelessnesstogether.org/
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

1047 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515  

630-968-0358 ● www.uccdg.org ● office@uccdg.org       

www.facebook.com/uccdg  

 

 

September 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor…………………….pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Michelle McNamara, Interim Assoc. Pastor……………...mcnamara@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…..  casanders3@gmail.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries …………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries….………..mcarin1m@aol.com 

Rachel Carreras, Administrative Secretary……………………adminsec@uccdg.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist………………………………..bill@symbolix.com 

James Hapke, Sunday School Coordinator………………….coordinator@uccdg.org 

Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison………......dave@davehumphreys.com 

Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House………………...tim@twowaystreet.org 

Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band ……………………...j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry………………………….……...lenp@potterpro.com 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper……………………………....bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

 

First Congregational Learning Center 

Our program serves children from 6 weeks through 5 years of age. 

Kimberly Choate, Director—kchoate@uccdg.org 

630-206-4910 ● www.fclcdg.org 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 
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