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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT 

  

 Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us that there is a time for 

everything, for every season a purpose under heaven.  

What a season this has been! A season of uncertainty, a 

season of troubled spirit, a season of pandemics and 

division, a season of separation. Yet, in this season are 

the seeds of hope and the prayers of harmony, unity, 

reflection, and working towards a better kingdom here, 

on earth as it is in heaven.   
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED      

  

Much like the contemporaries of Jesus, his 

disciples, the crowds, even the Pharisees 

and Sadducees and certainly the Essenes 

and the Zealots questioned what the future 

might hold for them as a people, as a nation. 

And much like today, they often had 

different visions for what that future should 

look like and how it should be shaped.  

 

 While things this year at the church 

have not been as we had hoped or planned, 

(by a long shot) our mission remains the 

same—work to connect people to God and 

to one another guided always to live, serve 

and love like Jesus. This is no small feat.   

 

 Our online ministry efforts have been in full swing. We are reaching more 

people with the Good News than we ever have.  Daily Devotionals, Church without 

Borders Bible Study (Tuesdays at 7 p.m. and soon to be archived on the website) and 

our weekly streamed worship have been great tools for this, but even at their zenith 

they cannot fully replace our need for in-person community.   

 

 This need is felt on Sunday mornings, Monday nights, Tuesday mornings and 

at other times when we were regularly gathering. It’s perhaps most powerfully felt 

when we say earthly farewells to loved ones like Trudi Connick and Ann Mullen and 

have not been able to celebrate their lives together as a faith community.   

 

 As many of you know, we have attempted to have every other week outdoor 

services combining space on our back parking lot and Fishel Park. We will do this as 

long as the weather holds. And we will hope that conditions permit us to move 

indoors when the weather does not hold.   
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED     

  

In the midst of this pandemic we continue to pray.  We continue to seek Christ’s 

wisdom and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  And we continue to dream, not only of 

days when we gather in the house of God, but also as we envision new outreach 

ministries with the newly acquired 1101 Curtiss Street property.  I wish to share three 

of my hopes and dreams with all of you, knowing that many of you will have greater 

ideas and hopes to share as well.  

 

 One idea is to convert the Reading Room building into First Congregational 

Music Outreach Center. Draw on our relationship with Two Way Street Coffee House 

and have an outdoor concert courtyard. Can you imagine Friday night car show folks, 

or the Chili Cook Off people or the Barkery Dog Parade hearing a local band playing 

amazing music and saying “Hey, what is happening over here?  Is this the church that 

puts on these concerts?  Who are they?  What are they about?”  We could have our 

talented musicians and concerts that support local artists; and in doing so, I imagine 

revenues drawn hosting a music camp that combines lessons to underprivileged kids 

who cannot afford instruments, sponsorship and the gospel; drawing families and 

children by invitation to join our own musical groups while at the same time 

supporting some of the local arts.   

 

 Idea Number Two - So many of the ministries we work with meet people in 

crisis of food security, job security and lack of adequate housing. The residents and 

city of Downers Grove also struggle with this. What if 1101 Curtiss became a site for 

either micro housing for some of the city’s homeless or a combination of residential 

housing, subsidizing transitional housing for clients from PADS, BRIDGE, and yes, 

perhaps one or two students from Warrenville Detention who were on release and 

taking college classes at Central College or College of DuPage. Then, we aren’t just 

applying a Band-Aid of immediate need, but also helping people in the next phase of 

support so that they can have stability and security in their life.  
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED     

 

This is aligned with the vision of the prophet Micah Chapter 4. 

“They will beat their swords into plowshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore. 

 Everyone will sit under their own vine 

    and under their own fig tree, 

and no one will make them afraid, 

    for the Lord Almighty has spoken.” 

What if we were known as the Church that lifts those in need, bringing new life with 

the Good News of Jesus with the Spirit both in faith and in life’s foundations? 

 

 Third Idea - listen to our FCLC team.  They have some ideas of expanding the 

school. What if some of that new space becomes a new learning center and space for 

youth and children’s ministries re-envisioned where parenting programming, 

subsidized child care for single working parents, and a center for caring happens on a 

larger scale? 

 

 These are just a few ideas.  I hope they begin to turn the wheels of creative 

imagining in your mind’s eye. There are some tremendous opportunities for 

partnerships with some of our current ministries like PADS, Dupage United, Hope’s 

Front Door, Warrenville Youth Detention Center, FCLC, and more. Let us be in 

prayer together to see what God might do through this opportunity.   

 

You are missed.  You are loved.  You are treasures of God.   

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Scott 
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August Council Meeting Update 

August 24, 2020 via Zoom 

 Building and Grounds is working on a tight timeline for the new stairs. The bids have 

been sent out and will be opened on September 2. B&G will make recommendations to 

Council, who will vote to approve the contractors during a special meeting on September 

4. 

 

 B&G also did a walk through on the 1101 Curtiss property to determine if there were 

immediate repairs that need to be completed before winter. 

 

 Pastor Michelle has started making phone calls to schedule listening sessions.  

 

 Faith Formation update: All ages are hearing the same Bible stories. 

 

 Pastor Scott raised a question for Council’s deliberation: Will the Associate Pastor have a 

vote on Council matters? 

 

 PADS, FCLC, and Faith Formation will discuss how and when they anticipate using 

Fellowship Hall in the upcoming months. 

 

 Pastor Scott raised a question -  some people are confused about whether or not we would 

repay the endowment for the funds withdrawn to pay for the 1101 property. Council 

clarified that the congregation voted not to repay the endowment fund, but to make it a 

direct draw. Council agreed that we should communicate that again, and often, to the 

congregation for complete transparency. 

 

 Mission & Justice is planning to offer outdoor showers for homeless people as long as 

weather permits. 

 

 Before the pandemic, the staff handled all building use requests.Council approved the 

following: if staff brings a request to the Reopen Team, and there are no objections from 

the Reopen Team, the staff may move forward with the use protocols without council 

approval.  If there is any Reopen Team concern, it must still go to council for final 

approval. 

 

 As Sarah Forillo recently resigned, the Sunday School Coordinator job is open.  

 

 A succession plan for the role of Treasurer is underway and will begin with Eric Nelson 

shadowing Larry Bryant. 
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PROPERTY UPDATE: 

 We have had many announcements, articles, and postings regarding the 

property at 1101 Curtiss, the former home of First Church Christ Scientist. Council 

now is very happy to tell you that we have completed the purchase of this 

property.  The purchase price of $600,000 is certainly well below the assessed value 

of the property (less than half of the assessed value).  

 Following through on the purchase took faith work from many, we offer deep 

thanks to Dirk Gutzke, who acted as our attorney throughout this process, from the 

beginning of negotiations with their attorney to the closing.  We also give thanks to 

Stewardship for assuring the financial pieces were in place, and to Building and 

Grounds for helping in many ways, including the inspection of the building and 

expertise regarding the structures. Finally, thank you to all of you.  You have 

remained steadfast and patient throughout this process.  We look forward to the 

journey forward, planning together the use of this property as part of our mission in 

the community.  

 The first step in this will be in the listening sessions that will begin shortly. You 

will read more about these in 

the e-news and online.  

- The Moderators 
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LET’S STEP UP: 

We are in the final stage to kick off our fundraising and construction for the front 

steps in the next several weeks. Buildings & Grounds will be opening bids on 

Wednesday, September 2.   Once reviewed by B&G and the winning bids approved, 

Council will approve and award the contracts via e-mail or Zoom meeting by 

September 4 as time is of the essence.  B&G project manager Lance Beigh finally 

received the architectural drawings in early August, reviews and approvals by B&G 

were completed by August 13, with plans being sent to five potential bidders on 

August 14.   

We are on a very tight timeline due to the 10-week production time needed for the 

architectural concrete balusters and railings.  Demolition is expected to begin in late 

November or early December with completion of the new stairs by December 29. 

Landscaping will be completed in the spring.  Discussions are taking place regarding 

the location of the contractor staging area.  Thanks to Lance for all his efforts and 

perseverance. 

Our official fundraising will begin once the bids are opened and our costs are 

established. We anticipate costs between $80,000 - $100,000.  We will also raise our 

Let’s Step Up banner, officially closing the steps while announcing the coming 

construction and providing an esthetic rendition of the new steps.  At about the same 

time, we will release our Let’s Step Up webpage designed by Cris Niels with 

historical perspective provided by Dave Humphreys.  The page will provide 

construction and fundraising information and updates to keep everyone apprised our 

progress in both areas.  

We will be sending out 

mailers and emails 

announcing the campaign, 

which we want to 

complete mid-October.  

We look forward to your 

support in finally getting 

rid of this embarrassing 

eye sore and dangerous 

entrance once and for all.  

It is time to Step Up to a 

new era for the front of 

the church. 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND: 

Thank you to all who have been enabling us to continue to live into our mission during 

the pandemic. 

 

We continue to serve lunches for our homeless 

Downers Grove neighbors on Monday evenings from 

4:00 to 5:00.  We also are traveling to Humboldt Park 

on the 3rd Sunday of every month to distribute lunches 

with Night Ministry.  Donations of the following 

would be a blessing for both of these missions: 

 

 Fresh fruit 

 Fruit cups with pull off tops 

 Protein or granola bars 

 Individually wrapped cookies 

 Chips (individual size) 

 Bottled water 

 Blessing bags 

 

A blessing bag is a gallon or quart sized zipper bag filled with travel sized containers 

of necessities.  Suggestions include new socks, baby wipes, deodorant, hand sanitizer, 

antibacterial lotion, shampoo, body wash, toothbrush with cap, toothpaste, tissues, 

comb, soap, sanitary pads, and band aids. 

 

Gift cards in denominations up to $25 are also appreciated by the guests.  Stores where 

they can get some basic necessities include Jewel, Speedway, Walmart, Walgreens, 

Aldi, and fast food restaurants like McDonald's. 

 

If you want to donate gift cards or other items, you can just come to the west entrance 

of the church on any Monday from 3:15 to 4:00 p.m.  We'll be in the kitchen, so please 

call Mary Dove at 630-936-6166 when you arrive and someone will come upstairs to 

meet you.  You can also call Mary at any other time and she or another member of 

Mission and Justice Ministry will pick up your donation from your house. 

 

To volunteer to make and serve Monday lunches, please contact Mary Dove at 

marykdove@gmail.com or 630-935-6166. 

mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

 

The Night Ministry Mission also needs volunteers from 4:30 to 7 p.m. on the 3rd 

Sunday of each month.  Although we haven't been able to serve meals together due to 

COVID-19, volunteers have continued to meet the NM bus staff in Humboldt Park to 

deliver 50 sack suppers that the NM staff  hands out to the guests.  If you would like to 

be involved in making lunches at church and delivering them to the NM bus, please 

contact Nadine Bahaveolos at nbahav@att.net. 

 

The Free Little Pantry offers another 

opportunity to serve.  People in our 

community who are not homeless but 

are experiencing food insecurity are 

using this pantry.  You can help by 

driving or walking up and placing your 

non-perishable food donations directly 

in the blue pantry at the northeast corner 

of the building.  Suggestions for 

donations include canned fruits, canned 

vegetables, canned fish and meat, 

peanut butter, pasta, rice, beans, cereal, 

shampoo, body wash, and toilet paper. 

 

The pantry is also being used by the 

homeless.  These folks can use non-

perishable microwave meals, pop-top 

canned meals, fruit cups, Ramen, tuna/

chicken salad kits, and blessing bags. 

 

If you want to make a monetary 

donation to any of these missions, make 

a contribution to the church and note that it's for the Little Free Pantry, Monday Night 

Lunches, or Night Ministry. 

 

If you have any questions, please call Mary Dove at 630-935-6166. 

 

mailto:nbahav@att.net
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

 

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.'  The second is this:  'Love your neighbor as 

yourself.'  There is no commandment greater than these."           Mark 12: 30-31     

 

GREEN TEAM SUMMIT: 

 Faith in Place is excited to announce their upcoming free virtual Green Team 

Summit, September 13-17! The Summit will dive into the ways our climate crisis is 

connected to racial injustice and the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. A keynote 

panel will kick off the Summit on Sunday, September 13 at 4 p.m. CST and explore the 

Summit's theme, "A Just Recovery". Register for free today to join any part of the 

Summit! Even if you can't join the live event, register for access to the recording. 

https://www.faithinplace.org/events/virtual-green-team-summit 

 

 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/18824051/241049414/1545843630?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVkVBLzEvNDM1NzIiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiZTZjOWQyZTUtMjJlNi1lYTExLThiMDMtMDAxNTVkMDM5NGJiIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJ0ZWlzZW5o
https://click.everyaction.com/k/18824051/241049414/1545843630?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVkVBLzEvNDM1NzIiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiZTZjOWQyZTUtMjJlNi1lYTExLThiMDMtMDAxNTVkMDM5NGJiIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJ0ZWlzZW5o
https://click.everyaction.com/k/18824053/241049417/-996073969?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVkVBLzEvNDM1NzIiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiZTZjOWQyZTUtMjJlNi1lYTExLThiMDMtMDAxNTVkMDM5NGJiIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJ0ZWlzZ
https://www.faithinplace.org/events/virtual-green-team-summit
https://www.faithinplace.org/events/virtual-green-team-summit
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UPDATE FROM THE REOPEN COMMITTEE 

AUGUST 9, 2020 

 

The team reviewed local COVID data, actions our neighboring churches have taken, 

and discussed the ramifications of schools opening. Considering all those factors, the 

team has recommended that we continue outdoor worship services through September, 

working toward the possibility of in-person worship services in October.  

At this time, if anyone requests using the building, the Reopen Team will review the 

request to evaluate if it can be done safely. Their recommendation will be passed onto 

Council for a vote.  

The staff continues working in the office with no difficulty.  

Outdoor worship services are planned for Sunday, September 13, and September 27 if 

weather permits.  

Services will continue to be recorded each week and made available online.  

No further decisions have been made at this time.  

 

 

 

Please remember that Pastors Scott and Michelle are available to meet with you one-on

-one in a safe environment – outdoors or physically distanced. 

With prayers for comfort and continued safety, 

The Reopen Team                                  
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UPDATE: LEARN TOGETHER  

 Thus far we’ve tackled the movies 13th and Just Mercy, and the Books Raising 

White kids, Lies My Teacher Told Me, and next, White Fragility. 

 Thanks to all who participated in our ongoing conversations on race.  We will 

have our next offering on Wednesday, September 9 at 7 p.m. on the book White Fra-

gility.  We hope you’ll consider attending our fifth offering of Learn Together as we 

continue to think of and work towards a world that better reflects the God given value 

of each of God’s children. 

 Also—we will begin a new season of Grounds of Hope starting Wednesday, 

September 9 at 6 - 6:45 p.m. online at Facebook Live until we can all gather again. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: 

 Since COVID hit our schedule has been upended.  We have had a couple of 

Zoom Stitch and Chat meetings and a couple weeks ago we met in Jan Hibbelin’s  

back yard for a socially distanced, but in-person, Stitch and Chat (no food). We will 

try to do that twice a month while the Church is less available and the weather holds.   

We can always go back to Zoom meetings. Our plans currently are for only Stitch and 

Chats. The current dates are Fridays, September 11 and 25.  

 

Remember, there will be no Garage Sale. 

 

Let me know if you have questions or need more information. 

Peggy Gutzke  peggy.gutzke@gmail.com  Call or text: 630-632-3014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
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FCLC: 

 

 It has been an exciting summer of learning alongside the children as we navigate 

through this unprecedented time. The children have done an amazing job of accepting 

the changes and wearing masks. It’s as though we have always lived this way. Children 

are resilient and we need to remember and embrace this fact everyday.  

 FCLC is also excited to be ale to help families of school-age children. We have 

secured DCFS approved space to house 15 children in Fellowship Hall. The back half 

of the room has been turned into a classroom for the children to work on their  

e-learning and have supplemental curriculum to keep them engaged and learning. As 

we grow, so does our dynamic staff. We are in the process of looking for some 

afternoon staff and to start a sub list. Please e-mail Kimberly Choate at 

kchoate@uccdg.org or call her at 630-206-4910 if you are interested in applying.  

 

 

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

Our Sunday School has a Facebook group to share updates, videos, etc. You can 

search UCCDG Sunday School and Youth Giving on Facebook and send us a request 

to join. We want all of our families to stay connected. 

 

mailto:kchoate@uccdg.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475848839908510/
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

1047 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515  

630-968-0358 ● www.uccdg.org ● office@uccdg.org       

www.facebook.com/uccdg  

 

 

September 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor…………………….pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Michelle McNamara, Interim Assoc. Pastor……………...mcnamara@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…..  casanders3@gmail.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries …………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries….………..mcarin1m@aol.com 

Rachel Carreras, Administrative Secretary……………………adminsec@uccdg.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist………………………………..bill@symbolix.com 

Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison………......dave@davehumphreys.com 

Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House………………...tim@twowaystreet.org 

Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band ……………………...j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor…….……………...Carll@uccdg.org 

Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry………………………….……...lenp@potterpro.com 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper……………………………....bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

 

First Congregational Learning Center 

Our program serves children from 6 weeks through 5 years of age. 

Kimberly Choate, Director—kchoate@uccdg.org 

630-206-4910 ● www.fclcdg.org 
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