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Frequently Asked Questions – Sabbatical  
 

 

What is a sabbatical?  

 

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines sabbatical as “a break or change from a normal routine.”  A 

ministry sabbatical is intended to be a time of rest and renewal for mind, body, and soul for the 

physical, emotional, spiritual, and intellectual well-being of the pastor.  This should be a time to 

connect with God on a deeper level and without the distractions of normal day-to-day life.   

 

When will Pastor Scott leave? When will Pastor Scott be back?  

 

Pastor Scott will be off from ALL routines and responsibilities beginning Thursday, May 26, 2022.  He 

will return to his role and responsibilities on Thursday, September 22, 2022.  We will celebrate the 

commencement of the sabbatical with a worship service on Sunday, May 22, and we will welcome 

Pastor Scott back home with a worship service on Sunday, October 2.   

 
What are Pastor Scott’s planned activities during sabbatical?  

 

Pastor Scott has planned multiple ways to deepen his spiritual life, to relax and to rejuvenate his body 

and spirit.  He will travel to South Africa and visit Sparrow Rainbow Village Hospice for people with 

AIDS and JL Zwane Community Centre.  He also plans to travel to Botswana to visit Chobe National 

Park, and then Zimbabwe’s Victoria Falls.  While at Victoria Falls, Pastor Scott and his family will stay 

at a conservation site specializing in education about elephants that were wounded during poaching 

raids.  They will also do this with a cheetah rescue, as he and his family share a strong love of 

conservation efforts.   

 

They will also travel to South Africa, visiting some of the missions and ministries that Pastor Scott has 

worked with for the past twenty-five years.  Especially important to Pastor Scott are some of the 

children with whom he has worked since their toddler years, and who now have children and families 

of their own.  They have heard Pastor Scott share many times stories about his own family, and in 

some cases they have shared about the beginnings of their new families and their own children.  Pastor 

Scott is looking forward to introducing his family to the children he has worked with and supported 

over the years, and to have his family share in the sacred work at the hospice for children and adults.   

 

Upon his return Pastor Scott hopes to work on the things that he is passionate about, but often did 

not have the time to pour energy into while serving in ministry and trying to balance life with a family 

of five.  He will do several cooking and art camps with his wife and kids, as well as a time of solitude 

on his own in the wilderness, literally.  Pastor Scott has also applied for a short term mission 
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placement with Global ministries and he is waiting to see just which of our UCC / Disciples of Christ 

ministries he may have the opportunity to serve, as he seeks to serve others in ways that will stretch 

and challenge him, taking him far out of his comfort zones.  

 

Will Pastor Scott be in contact with the congregation while he is on sabbatical?  

 

No.  Sabbaticals are meant to be a time away from the congregation and the routines of pastoral 

ministry.  The Sabbatical Team has made arrangements for pastoral needs to be covered in his 

absence so that he will be able to take full advantage of his time away.   

 

Who will cover Pastor Scott’s responsibilities during his absence?  

 

During Pastor Scott’s time away, our congregation will be well taken care of.  The Church formed a 

Sabbatical Team in late 2021 to begin planning for the sabbatical.  The Sabbatical Team has organized 

coverage for worship services, pastoral care and other activities as described below.  

 
What are the Sabbatical Team’s responsibilities? Who is on it?  

 

There are seven members of the Sabbatical Team who are planning activities for the sabbatical time, 

arranging coverage of various tasks during the sabbatical and overseeing the sabbatical itself.  The 

members of the committee represent a cross-section of our church:  Amy Curran, Barb Hammack, 

Brett Johnson, Patty Lewis, Michelle McNamara, Vicki Peters and Phil Sumida.   

 

Who will be leading worship during Pastor Scott’s absence?  

 

We intend to bring in several seasoned pastors and theologians to teach and preach alongside Pastor 

Michelle.  Some worship services will even be led by members of the congregation!  We will publish a 

summer worship schedule in the eNews, on the church website and in The Pilgrim.   

 

Who will provide pastoral care during Pastor Scott’s time away?  

 

Those in need of pastoral care visits are encouraged to notify the church office either by phone at 

630-968-0358 x221 or via email at adminsec@uccdg.org.  Members of the church staff will put 

you in contact with the appropriate pastor.  Karen Nachtigall and Michelle McNamara will provide 

spiritual / life crisis counseling, and Cathy Sanders and Karen Nachtigall will provide hospital calls.   

 

Who do I call to plan a special service?  

 

In the event wedding, funeral or other special services are needed, please contact Martin, the church 

Office Administrator, who oversees the full church schedule (calendar).  Pastor Michelle will be 

honored to assist you in planning any special service (baptism, wedding, funeral, memorial, etc.).   

 

 

What if another question/concern arises while Pastor Scott is away?  

 

For specific questions, please contact the church office and a staff member will assist you or have a 
member of Council return your call so that your question/concern can be addressed promptly.  

 

mailto:adminsec@uccdg.org
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Will the Daily Devotional continue during the Sabbatical?  

 

As of this writing we expect there to be a variety of different forms of the Daily Devotionals, 

including pre-recorded videos by Pastor Scott, some current ones by Pastor Michelle, and the United 

Church of Christ Daily Devotion.  You can access the UCC devotions on Facebook or subscribe to 

their daily email at https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/.   

 

Are any special activities planned during the sabbatical?  

 

Yes!  The Sabbatical Team and members of the congregation are hard at work planning special 

activities for the congregation during Pastor Scott’s sabbatical.  Look for announcements in the 

coming weeks.  

 

How can I best support Pastor Scott and our church throughout this sabbatical time?  

 

First, recognize that the church is not the pastor.  This church belongs to Jesus and is therefore 
broader and deeper than the leadership of a single pastor.  

 

Second, lean in, not out.  It’s very normal for some members and visitors to think this would be a 

great time to take a break from ministry in either attendance, giving, or volunteering.  Our hope is 

that this won’t be the case for you.  The church is The Body of Christ, and we need all parts 

(members) participating.  A sabbatical season is the perfect time to try something new or to renew a 

ministry that you once enjoyed.  Our church needs you, and we hope that you take this opportunity 

to engage even deeper and, in so doing, you may find new ways to engage (connect – grow) with 

your home.   

 

Finally, pray for your pastor and the church.  Pray for Pastor Scott’s journey through this sabbatical 

season.  Pray for his leadership, for his spirit, for his renewal in any ways that he is most in need.  

Pray for God to enrich the life, learning and love of your Senior Pastor.  A Pastor who is filled by the 

gifts of God has the fullness overflowing so that the church benefits beautifully from what God has 

done, once he returns.  Let us remember to pray for one another and our church.  Every day and in 

every way, prayer is the food of our souls.  

 

How can I learn more about the Sabbatical?  

 

This is a time of newness and exploration for the Congregation.  We will be trying new things and 

seeking ways to rejuvenate the soul, spirit and ministry of our members and friends.  

 

One of the biggest gifts you can provide is the gift of patience and forgiveness.  If you have any 

questions or suggestions or wish to share any comments, the phones, offices and emails of those of 

us on the Sabbatical Team are open to you.  Please reach out – your voice is important to us.   

 

Amy Curran  Barb Hammack   

Brett Johnson  Patty Lewis 

Michelle McNamara  Vicki Peters 

Phil Sumida    
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