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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT
When I begin to reflect on the past 2020 year my
first thoughts are “what a mess!” Pandemics,
catastrophic forest fires and floods, division, ugliness
and disconnection in the political sphere—it’s easy to
say to myself “Will one of the riders of the Apocalypse
be riding down my street soon?”
I hear a lot of that talk this year, as if God’s
eternal plans revolve around our national stability and
wellbeing. I’m not so sure that they do. But, that sure
doesn’t lessen some of our own anxiety and worries
does it?
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From Pastor Scott

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED
I find sometimes that I get stuck in asking
God questions of why. I fret. I worry. I sometimes
get in ‘dark moods’ over the disconnection, the
isolation, the blaming and politicizing of things,
the taking of sides—neighbor against neighbor.
And in those moments, I pray.
I reflect. I recall one who laughs at the plans
of kings and men. (Psalm 2) And who sets the stars
in the heaven, yet fathoms everything about me
deeply, personally in fear and wonder. (Psalm 19)
And instead of fretting over why. I see one
who speaks stillness to the waves that feel as if they will overcome me, crashing
havoc through my life and routines. And says be still. And I am left in wonderment.
I am left with a calm. Because I know that through all of this my help comes from
God. God holds me through the mess. God holds me in spite of it.
I am never without hope, and neither are you.
This year has been one of the most unusual, stressful, and ever changing years
I’ve experienced in ministry, maybe in my lifetime, as I know it has been for many of
you. But, then I am reminded of saints before me. Saints who weathered through
persecution and fear of hiding fugitive slaves on the underground railroad, folks who
endured a great Depression and two World Wars, the Cold War, the Kent State
Massacre and divisions during the Vietnam Era, saints who marched with Martin
Luther King Jr. and stood in solidarity with farm workers then and now, of floods and
fires, of thefts and betrayals, and I think—has not God carried this body through so
many valleys of shadows? God is here. And in this moment, when all seems dark this
is the moment we are called to shine—shine love, shine grace, shine mercy. To use
our words, our actions and our hearts to be light bringers, peace bearers and
ambassadors for the power of the glory of Christ.
I pray, wherever this message finds you this day that you remember Whose
you are and Who you are meant to be, that God’s kingdom might come, and God’s
will might be done through us here and now in this moment. God bless you my
friends—keep shining!
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From Pastor Scott

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED
PRAYERS and THANKS for the Nation: Election Day Vigil as America Votes
On Tuesday, November 3 we will hold a prayer vigil for the nation and for all
of the candidates running for office, as people go to the polls to vote on election day.
The Church sanctuary will be open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for prayer and quiet
meditation. Pastor Michelle is on site if you are in need of someone to share personal
prayer with on that day. Additionally, if written prayer guides your time and thoughts
more easily, we have selected several prayers that can assist you and copies will be
available. If you take a copy we request you take it with you, since you will have
touched it. The policy we have in place for all usual COVID procedures will be
maintained, meaning—we require a mask to be worn and hand sanitizer to be used
before entering. We will limit total participants to 25 indoors, but that won’t keep us
from praying out of doors if we reach that limit!
Additionally, please join us for “Stretching for Peace and Breath Prayers”.
Nadine Bahaveolos will be offering a 30 minute chair yoga and meditation after
election day on Wednesday, November 4 at 11 a.m. on Zoom. Anyone is welcome to
join, no experience necessary. Should you have any additional questions, please
e-mail or call the church office at 630-206-4897.
Zoom meeting ID: 407 942 8392 Passcode: Peace

Stewardship Note
I want to thank all of you who have helped us as the Church continues to
provide outreach in terms of food, shelter, sharing the good news of the gospel via
radio, livestream and television, music and message. Thank you. Thank you for your
prayers. Thank you for your continued efforts to remain connected through car
parades, letters, emails, video streams and Zoom chats. Thank you.
As we near the end of 2020, please also do what you are able to meet financial
contributions to the Church. We truly depend on you to ensure we can continue to be
a Church that leads with love in our faith family, in our community, our state and in
the world.
- Yours in Christ,
Pastor Scott
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October 2020 Council Meeting Notes

OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE:
October 19, 2020 via Zoom


B&G is assessing the needs of the 1101 buildings for the winter. A pump will have
to be replaced before freezing temperatures start.



A new member Zoom meeting will take place on Nov. 15 at 11 a.m. Six families
have expressed interest.



A special council meeting will take place to review the financial ramifications of
adding a full-time Associate Pastor, maintaining 1101 Curtiss, and budget
projections for the ministries.



The question of potential community partnerships was raised in relation to the use
of the 1101 buildings. Stewardship, Council, and the Task Force will be encouraged
to submit suggestions to Pastor Scott.



The first in-person service was held on October 18 for a family baptism.



The Reopen Team will meet as needed going forward.



Council approved procedures for handling any positive COVID test results among
staff and worshippers.
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Stewardship Update

GIVING DURING A PANDEMIC & BEYOND —
CHANGING HOW WE DO THINGS
There is no question that 2020 has been a game changer in every area of
society, accelerating trends already in motion, especially for churches. First
Congregational has weathered the storm in 2020 with increased support from those
able to do so (thank you), and significantly from the PPP stimulus ($103,000).
However, it is becoming clear that the old ways are unsustainable in this environment,
especially as we figure out the future for the 1101 Curtiss Street property and
supporting a full time Associate Minister later in 2021.
In a recent article from Horizon Stewardship, “according to a 2018 study, the
number of donors contributing to charitable causes has decreased from more than 68
percent in 2002 to more than 55 percent in 2014. As a result, fewer donors are
providing much-needed resources to a growing number of charitable causes. The
trends as well as changes to the tax law, suggest this decline will continue at an
increasingly rapid pace. On top of this, the percentage of giving to religious
organizations is growing smaller every year. In 2017, giving to religious organizations
totaled only 31 percent of TOTAL charitable dollars.” This is further exacerbated by
the pandemic, changing demographics, and our inability to meet spiritually and
socially to support each other and those beyond our church walls. We cannot continue
to do the same things and expect a different result.
This is not all doom and gloom, but rather a wakeup call and opportunity, as
many successful churches are discerning how to adjust and come out stronger. First
Congregational — “Rooted in Faith to Serve in Love” — can do the same through
continued spiritual growth, our passion to help others, and a willingness to look
prayerfully at things differently. How might God be calling us to change our approach
to generosity in the continuing pandemic and beyond? After meeting with Pastors
Scott and Michelle, and Moderator Dave Burke Monday night, we agreed:


We will move our fall Stewardship Campaign to January and February to allow
breathing room so we all can better evaluate our individual situations during these
tumultuous times. This is expected to be permanent based on the success churches
experienced when implemented.



We are looking at outside resources to help us evaluate and work creatively to
develop and implement solutions to achieve generosity at a different level. This
includes how we restructure to generate gifts, grants, and non-profit support to
expand our Mission & Justice ministries, including our dreams for 1101 Curtiss.
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Stewardship Update

GIVING DURING A PANDEMIC AND BEYOND —
CHANGING HOW WE DO THINGS — CONTINUED


We are looking at our internal resources to make sure they are used as effectively
as possible.



We need to continue our giving into 2021 as our situation allows until we can
make our official commitments early next year. This allows us time to begin our
transformation in pursuit of our objectives to increase giving to the annual ministry
budget, address short and long-term capital needs, and increase current endowment
giving and future planned gifts, all while helping people grow spiritually.



We will be communicating with you for ideas and support while keeping you
advised of progress and actions being considered or implemented.
Our generosity transformation will not happen overnight, but will take months to
analyze, develop and implement strategies that will lead us to long term growth
spiritually and in our approach to missions. We look forward to your partnership as
we embark on this exciting faith journey together.

- Your Stewardship Team
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Mission and Justice Update

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
You might be asking, "How can we continue to be church during this difficult
period?" It's simple. Serve your neighbors. And there are many opportunities within
our church to do just that.
MONDAY MEALS
We continue to prepare lunches for our
homeless Downers Grove neighbors on
Monday evenings from 4 to 5 p.m. At 3:15, two
volunteers meet at the church and make and
prepare approximately 20 sandwich lunches.
With the advent of cold weather, we’ve added a
cup of soup. We can always use donations of
fresh fruit, chips (individual size), protein or
granola bars, and bottled water. Gift cards in
denominations up to $25 are also appreciated by the guests. Stores where they can get
some basic necessities include Jewel, Walmart, Walgreens, Aldi, and fast food
restaurants like McDonald's. Cards can be purchased through Manna. Another way to
help is to make a contribution to the church with a notation that it is to be used for
Monday Meals. A big thank you to all the church members who have been involved in
this ministry. A huge thank you goes out to Angelo’s Foods at Maple and Belmont for
providing all the meat, cheese, and bread for the meals. We also want to thank Jam n’
Jelly Café at 7511 Lemont Road in Darien for providing the soup.

DUPAGE UNITED
DuPage United continues to pursue its Mental Health Justice Initiative for
DuPage County. Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) for police officers, the
establishment of Crisis Stabilization Units (CSU) in local hospitals, and Affordable,
Accessible, and Supportive Housing (AASH) are the focus of this initiative. On
Tuesday, October 27th, several of our members attended an action with the DuPage
County Board candidates to discuss our county’s need for more AASH. If you’d like to
be a part of our church’s ministry through DuPage United, please contact Bruce White,
at unixfan1@comcast.net.
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Mission and Justice Update

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED
FREE LITTLE PANTRY
The homeless and people in our community who
are not homeless but are experiencing food insecurity
have been using this pantry in front of our church for the
last seven months. Thank you to everyone who has been
supporting the pantry with donations of non-perishable
food. We still need your contributions but with the
advent of freezing temperatures, we’re looking into
other options in order to be able to continue to serve our
neighbors suffering from food insecurity. Keep an eye
on the Friday E-news for the most current information.

CROP HUNGER WALK
Sunday, October 18th, was a cold, rainy day for CROP WALK this year but the
South DuPage Crop Walk has reported $23,755 in gifts for this year’s walk. Our
church raised $400. It’s not too late to donate.
Go to www.crophungerwalk.org/southdupage and help to end hunger.

NIGHT MINISTRY
We continue to serve the Night Ministry Health Outreach bus by providing sack
suppers on the 3rd Sunday of each month. In addition to the meals, the Night Ministry
is seeking donations of new men’s white T-shirts in all sizes. If you would like to
volunteer or donate to this worthy cause, please contact Nadine Bahaveolos at
nbahav@att.net or (708) 205-2240.

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact
Mary Dove at marykdove@gmail.com or 630-935-6166.
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as
yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these."
Mark 12: 30-31
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Updates

ANNUAL COAT DRIVE:
Although it might not seem like “Winter Is Coming,” we all know that it will be
here soon. In fact, it is a little chilly now for the PADS homeless population currently
living in the Downers Grove Parking Garage. Thus, this year’s Coat Drive, sponsored
by Congregational Care, will focus on helping this group, as well as others who come
to our attention through our ministerial staff. Ministry of Christian Mission & Justice
is helping us coordinate this coat drive. We will be pivoting away from asking our
congregants to purchase and return the needed items (coats, boots, hats, gloves, socks,
thermal underwear); instead we are asking that you contribute by writing a check to
the church (with PADS Coat Drive on the memo line) and mailing it to First
Congregational UCC. Congregational Care and its supporters, including the
Confirmands, will help facilitate the PADS Coat Drive by doing the shopping for the
requested items. We will be accepting donations through Thanksgiving week.
Questions? Please contact Gail Jaroski at 630-916-0149 or jarosk19@comcast.net.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP:
We have met a few times in Jan Hibbeln's backyard for a socially distanced
in-person Stitch and Chat (no food). We will continue to try to do that twice a month
while the weather holds. Last week we met in Jan's garage. It is so nice to meet in
person, however Kim Nagy can set up Zoom meetings when weather prohibits
meeting outside.
The current planned dates are Friday, 11/6 and 11/20. We will meet at 1:00 p.m. as
opposed to 9:30 a.m. so as to get the warmer part of the day.
Location: Jan Hibbeln - 1505 Gilbert Downers Grove
Please RSVP with Jan at janhibbeln@sbcglobal.net or call or text her cell at
630-728-4843 if you plan on coming.
If you have any questions, please contact Peggy Gutzke at peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
or call or text her cell at 630-632-3014
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Updates

MASK PROJECT:
For me this all began on March 31st. As many have experienced with this
pandemic, I was having a difficult time with anxiety. That morning I picked up the
study book on prayer I had been reading and the prayer for that day included ‘I ask for
the energy, the passion to do your work well with all my gifts.’ In less than an hour I
received a call from Vicki Peters asking if I would join her and Pastor Michelle in
organizing a group to make masks for medical professionals. Masks were in
dangerously short supply at the time and the project began. Pastor Michelle took on
reaching out to Joann Fabrics corporate and they sent us 250 yards of high quality
quilting cotton. This was the good stuff, almost $2000 worth. Vicki took on
connecting our masks with those in need, first Advocate then expanding to Loyola,
Edwards and Elmhurst Hospitals. She then found a group of medical students from
Northwestern who were getting donated masks to smaller medical offices. I
committed to handling the fabric and getting it to our stitchers. More than 25
responded to announcements from church. The pattern we used came from Advocate,
the now familiar 3 pleat tied mask. Since Advocate wanted them to be washable in hot
hospital laundries I pre-washed the fabric. I then divided it up into 2 yard lots which
happen to fit well into a gallon sized ziploc bag. As people contacted me I would send
them the pattern and put fabric in a ‘contact free’ box on my porch. They would return
the completed masks to the same box and Vicki would pick them up for the hospitals.
With 25 stitchers and a real need for our production, my porch became a very busy
place. Still contact free but with lots of emails, calls and waves from my front
window, I felt a real joy in connectedness. As summer approached, gradually masks
become available for purchase and hospital needs were met that way. But there were
many who for different reasons still had a hard time finding masks to stay safe.
Gradually, our masks went to meet this need starting with Hope's Front Door. Then
through a connection of a church member several hundred masks were sent to groups
of seniors in Mississippi. I received several heartfelt notes of thanks from the ladies
there. ‘Those lovely masks you sent just went like fire.’ More recently Brookfield Zoo
sponsored a drive with the King Academy of Chicago to supply assistance to areas in
Chicago hard hit by COVID-19. I was able to get 150 masks to them as well. Now I
still make masks as I have time and look back on a unique experience. God does
indeed answer prayer providing ‘energy, passion and using all my gifts.’ I know all the
others share my gratitude for the opportunity to be of help. God is indeed still
speaking.
- Jan Hibbeln
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FCLC Update
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Two Way Street Coffee House

Church Staff

OUR CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor…………………….pastorscott@uccdg.org
Rev. Michelle McNamara, Interim Assoc. Pastor……………...mcnamara@uccdg.org
Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation….. casanders3@gmail.com
Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries …………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com
Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries….………..mcarin1m@aol.com
Rachel Carreras, Administrative Secretary……………………adminsec@uccdg.org
Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist………………………………..bill@symbolix.com
Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison………......dave@davehumphreys.com
Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House………………...tim@twowaystreet.org
Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band ……………………...j.akira.kono@gmail.com
Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor…….……………...carll@uccdg.org
Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry………………………….……...lenp@potterpro.com
Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper……………………………....bookkeeper@uccdg.org
The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus
First Congregational Learning Center
Our program serves children from 6 weeks through 5 years of age.
Kimberly Choate, Director—kchoate@uccdg.org
630-206-4910 ● www.fclcdg.org

November
First Congregational United Church of Christ
1047 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-968-0358 ● www.uccdg.org ● office@uccdg.org
www.facebook.com/uccdg
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