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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT 

 In this Pilgrim issue you will get updates on the 

front steps and some more information about the hiring 

of Convergence financial planning and consulting group 

through private donations to help us with not only 

stewardship but, more importantly, what our options are 

as we move towards future usage of the new property 

next door. Some of these will likely include creative 

ways to have multiple uses for the building, shared 

spaces to help with costs, and models in which this has 

worked elsewhere.  
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED                   

 Based on congregation feedback and pandemic experience last summer, 

church staff will be working to host 2 outdoor services a month in the 

summer. Starting June 6 the odd Sundays, 1st, 3rd,and if applicable, 5th Sundays of 

the month, will be outside for worship through the summer, weather permitting.   

Odd Sundays out is the easiest way to remember it! 

 We are doing this for two reasons.  First, there was overwhelming support for 

outdoor summer services and people really seemed to enjoy them. Second, as we 

continue to have some pandemic protocols in place for spacing and masks, etc… we 

know that our outdoor services greatly reduce chances of infection and don’t have 

the same limitations in terms of how many we can accommodate inside.   

 For indoor service update, if you’ve not been keeping track, we are able to 

host 50 in person by sign up and another 25 walk in attendees for Sunday 

service. This continues to fall under state health recommended guidelines, but also 

gives us good opportunity to have people back to indoor services.  As always, all 

services continue to be streamed online as well. We hope to see you back in church 

as soon as you are able! 

 

 What is Worship?  Today there is a lot of ‘shop’ talk in clergy circles about 

how we worship.  How has the pandemic changed how we approach worship?  Will 

such changes be permanent?  Are we now both always digital and in person?  How 

do you minister to those who you may never meet physically in the church building 

while still ministering to those on site?  And while all those conversations matter for 

us as a faith community, I’d like to stress here today that worship is not only defined 

by moments in the sanctuary at 1047 Curtiss.   

 Oh sure, I hear people talking about ‘their worship’ on the golf course or while 

they are out gardening in their yard.  And it is and can be true. Any time we are 

opening ourselves to give thanks and praise to God, to listen to God, can be 

worship.  In fact, I’d argue that the phrase where two or more are gathered is less 

about numerical values, after all one can worship God by oneself, but the notion that 

when we share God’s love with another, or in the presence of another, God is 

there. If the nature of God is the very definition of love, it goes to show that when 

humans love selflessly together God is in the midst.   
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED                   

 Godly love isn’t something that is only received it also has to, by nature, be 

given.  LOVE, at least Godly Agape love, is not only a noun it is also an active 

verb.  If you love me, Jesus says,  you must love one another (object of our 

love=Jesus, subject of our reflecting that love both God and others).  In other words, 

just like the manna in the dessert that was meant to be used in any given day, not 

hoarded up and squirreled away, God’s love is meant to be shared. 

 Anytime we do this, whether stopping to help a person from another place who 

is lost, serving a meal at the community kitchen, volunteering to tell Bible Stories at 

Vacation Bible School or Godly Play Sunday School, we are worshipping.   

  Which leads me into a delicate subject.  One that I’ve wanted to bring up for a 

while now, but wanted to do so gently and openly.  Applause in church.  Should we 

applaud in worship?  Some say NEVER!  Others say but of course, why not? It’s 

celebratory, joyful, participating in worship.   

 I would say, it depends, like so many things, as to why we are applauding.  If 

the applause, Amens, or dancing is an outpouring of gratitude to God, rejoicing 

because what we’ve seen or heard has moved us nearer to one another and to the 

divine, then by all means, let it out and make a joyful noise, sound, clap to the Lord.   

 But, if we are applauding a performance well done, the person, not the gift 

given, well, that may be a different thing altogether.   

 I share this not to become the clapping police. Clap on. Clap off….next time in 

church everyone goes to clap and suddenly your neighbor nudges you and says 

Pastor Scott said we shouldn’t clap- no. But, because I think sometimes we get into 

habits, whether it be saying the Lord’s prayer by rote, singing a hymn, or speaking a 

call to worship without really thinking about the words and their meaning.  Why are 

we doing what we are doing?  All things. Skits, liturgical dance, tap dance, plays, 

musicals, even stand up can be done to the glory of God . Think Elwood and Jake 

Blues doing backflips for God when moved by the Spirit!  But, it’s always good to 

every now and then ‘check the oil’ and make sure we know why we practice as we 

do. So, if the Spirit moves you, and I hope She does, clap on! 

Thanks, as always, for reading. 

-Pastor Scott      
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 OUTREACH AND MEMBERSHIP IS REACHING OUT TO YOU 

 As restrictions are being lifted and people are proudly, fully vaccinated, spirits 

seem to be lifting. People are making plans to see loved ones, enjoy long-postponed 

vacations, patronize favorite restaurants, and see our church family in person again. 

 After missing the warm acceptance, generous spirits, and kind words of our 

church family, we’re dipping our toes into in-person services. It’s this spirit and 

warmth that people describe when asked why they joined our church. 

 After handing out brochures, joining our local chamber, giving away bag clips 

and sunscreen to new residents, O&M realizes that the best outreach is our own word 

of mouth. Many, many of our new members join because they know someone who is 

a member.  

 I am one of those people. Although I had misgivings about my Catholic faith, 

after my divorce I felt unwelcome, which left me with no spiritual support. I missed 

that. I attended First Congregational occasionally with friends of mine. Even as an 

occasional visitor, I felt embraced with kindness and warmth. The teachings and 

philosophy of the UCC aligned so closely to my values that I joined. With a 

background in communications, marketing, and promotions, I joined the O&M team 

and became even more active once I retired. 

 It’s true that we look to our friends for recommendations - for restaurants, 

doctors, plumbers, and mechanics, so why not churches? We hope that all of our 

church family will consider themselves “helpers” of the O&M team. 

 In other news, we’d like to see our image - signage, colors, images - reflect the 

spirit of our church. Our logo has been updated. The signs on our campus buildings 

reflect a new palette of colors to modernize the look of our very traditional church 

building. Because our church and our members are much more than the traditional 

exterior of our building might lead you to believe.  As an open and affirming church, 

we appeal to a modern family. With a history harkening back to 1866, we appeal to a 

very traditional family. With our roots in social justice, we appeal to the many young 

people today who want to do something to help change the world. 

 This year, O&M will be reaching out to a wider audience through social media. 

Our team is digging into how we can maximize social media.  

 Our team - Jessica Kulik, Brenda Kras, Lisa Paha, Joan Topel, and me, Cris 

Niels - are excited to get started. If you have ideas about Facebook, Instagram, 

uccdg.org, Youtube, NextDoor, or any other way to spread information - send me an 

email at crisniels53@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your warm embrace.  

Cris Niels 
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APRIL COUNCIL MEETING NOTES 

Monday, April 27, 2021 via Zoom 
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STEWARDSHIP/GENEROSITY UPDATE   

 Thank You.  As April ends, we are close to 85% of our $482,197 pledge goal 

and 77% of our 146 member/friend pledged goal and an average increase of 7.25% 

for those who pledged last year.  Approximately 60 pledges are higher, 11 are lower 

and 27 stayed the same.  We appreciate your generosity and look forward to wrapping 

up the campaign as we hear back from the remaining 40 or so who pledged last year 

but have not communicated their wishes yet for 2021.  Follow ups are being made by 

email and phone to wrap things up by mid-May.  Thanks again for your generosity 

financially and in time and talent as we slowly ramp up in person operations and 

activities.  

 We have been coordinating with Audit/Endowment, chaired by Adrienne 

Colvert, the review of our financials and processes which last occurred in 2017 at the 

time when Kim Rutter came on board as our bookkeeper.  With the changeover of 

treasurers taking place at the February Annual Meeting, best practices suggest that an 

audit/review be performed so any improvements that should be made are done at the 

beginning of the new term.  Thanks to Adrienne and Laurie Olsen, assisted by Eric 

Nelson and Kim Rutter, for performing the review over a two-day period and we look 

forward to their report that will be submitted to Council and made available to the 

congregation.  Special thanks to former treasurer Larry Bryant for his years of service 

and dedication in making sure that we were in a strong financial position. 

 We are pleased to report that Gregg Carlson, our consultant from Convergence, 

will be traveling from Atlanta to spend time with us from Thursday, May 13 through 

Sunday, May 16.  Gregg will help us kick off our initiative in adjusting to a post 

pandemic world while developing ideas for sustainable generosity for our Minister of 

Faith Formation position, assist in creating a vision and paths of financing for the 

1101 Curtiss Street property. All while helping develop a program of planned giving 

that will increase our endowment and allow us to expand our mission outreach to the 

community and beyond.  Although details are still being worked out, Gregg will be 

spending time with Pastor’s Scott and Michelle, Stewardship, Council, and other 

interested parties as well as speaking briefly during the Sunday service.  We look 

forward to working with Gregg in this important initiative that will positively impact 

the future of this church. 

 

- From Your Stewardship/Generosity Ministry 
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STEP UP CAMPAIGN 

 We are excited to announce the front step reconstruction project officially 

began on Wednesday, April 28.  The demolition portion of the project involves the 

removal of landscaping, agreed to by our Landscaping Committee, removal of the 

concrete steps, assessment of the foundation walls and making any necessary repairs, 

including waterproofing prior to installing gravel and base for the new steps. Cris 

Neils is in the process of updating the website to reflect the first stage and will be 

updating weekly as changes occur including pictures.  We currently have raised 

$105,000 of the estimated $120,000 needed, with $77,000 in cash and $28,000 in 

pledges. We will be making our final push for the remaining $15,000 over the next 

few weeks, so please consider giving to this important visual first impression of our 

church along with the safety features it provides. Stay tuned! 

 

- From your Stewardship/Generosity and Buildings & Grounds Ministries 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many opportunities within our Church to be a blessing!    

 

 COMMUNITY KITCHEN  

 FCUCC is happy to be a part of Community Kitchen! This effort to serve and 

help our neighbors who are facing homelessness and/or food insecurity grew in 

response to the closing of our PADS interim housing site due to the pandemic. In 

March, we collectively served 473 meals, our highest number since inception in March 

2020. We have served approximately 75 individuals since we began this ministry.  

 Our church will serve sack lunches and soup every Monday in May at 5:30 p.m. 

We also serve dinner on the second Friday, May 14. Volunteers will meet at the church 

at 4:45 to prepare. SignUp Genius has been set up to allow for easy sign up if you want 

to serve. Other churches, individuals, and community organizations will serve the rest 

of the week. Thank you to the dozens of members who have been serving.  

 If you can’t volunteer but would still like to support this mission, a monetary 

contribution can be made to the church with a notation that it is to be used for 

Community Kitchen. And we can always use donations of water. Gift cards in 

denominations up to $25 are also appreciated by the guests. Stores where they can get 

some basic necessities include Jewel, Walmart, Walgreens, Aldi, and fast food 

restaurants like McDonald's. Cards can be purchased through Manna. A big thank you 

to all the church members who have been involved in this ministry. A huge thank you 

goes out to Angelo’s Foods at Maple and Belmont for providing all the meat, cheese, 

and bread for the meals. We also want to thank Jam n’ Jelly Café at 7511 Lemont Road 

in Darien for providing the soup.  

 If you would like to volunteer for this vital mission, please follow this link to the 

SignUpGenius. If you just want more information or details, please contact Mary Dove 

at marykdove@gmail.com or 630.935.6166.  

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084eabad2aa5f85-community5
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084eabad2aa5f85-community5
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

   

DUPAGE UNITED  

 Interested in social justice? Join with others in our congregation and become 

involved with DuPage United. DuPage United is an inclusive, non-profit, non-partisan 

organization whose members are churches, mosques, synagogues, non-profit agencies, 

and associations. This mix of institutions has come together to act in unison to improve 

the quality of life for individuals, families, and communities. Our church is a member 

of DU and we believe that being a part of this organization speaks to our mission of 

reaching beyond our walls to enact justice and social change. It helps us forge a vital 

link to other faith communities and the broader community.  

 Current issues being addressed include affordable, accessible, and supportive 

housing (AASH), mental health and justice, gun safety, and support for the Islamic 

Center of Naperville. We're still new to this organization, and community organizing is 

very different from our traditional focus of mission work, so we are still learning. But 

if social justice and these issues or any others speak to you, please contact Bruce White 

at unixfan1@comcast.net or Mary Dove at marykdove@gmail.com to find out how 

you can get involved.  

 

 

YOUTH OUTLOOK DROP-IN CENTER 

 In existence since 1998, Youth Outlook https://youth-outlook.org is the first 

social service agency in Illinois solely dedicated to providing a safe, supportive, and 

respectful environment for adolescents, whether they identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 

transgender, or questions (LGBTQ+). They work in six counties in the suburbs and 

offer drop-in youth centers, parent support, and community education. The nearest 

drop-in center is in Naperville, and a center recently opened in Elmhurst. Other center 

locations include: Palatine, Elgin, Ottawa, Geneva, Sterling, DeKalb. All drop-in 

center locations are hosted in churches.  

 Drop-in centers meet weekly and provide a social setting for youth to meet other 

LGBTQ young people ages 12-20. A safe and comforting space is created to discuss a 

variety of topics. Dedicated programming relating to healthy relationships, safer sex, 

and HIV/AIDS prevention is provided, in addition to a safe place to feel community 

support, socialize, and have fun.  

  

mailto:unixfan1@comcast.net
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
https://youth-outlook.org
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

 

YOUTH OUTLOOK DROP-IN CENTER—CONTINUED 

 First United Methodist Church has offered to host a Youth Outlook drop-in 

center in Downers Grove. Currently, the plan is to open the center in the fall. To learn 

about volunteer opportunities at the drop-in center, please contact Mary Blanchard at 

630.363.0189 or Dave Humphreys at dave@davehumphreys.com.  

 

SAVE OUR SOIL, SAVE THE EARTH 

 A new film called Kiss the Ground https://kisstheground.com explains why 

transitioning to regenerative agriculture could secure our food supplies while rapidly 

stabilizing the Earth’s climate and restoring ecosystems. This optimistic climate 

documentary narrated by Woody Harrelson argues for the healing power of soil, which 

could offer a solution to the climate crisis. Watch it now on Netflix. M&J Ministry will 

also be offering a screening soon. Watch the e-news for more information or contact 

Tom Eisenhart at teisenhart@yahoo.com.  

 

RECYCLE AND REUSE 

This is the season to do your “spring cleaning”. And going through your place, you 

find yourself with tons of odd “stuff” you’re not sure what to do. Here are a few things 

that can be recycled: 

Used Cooking Oil. Drop off in any type of container  at the Downers Grove 

Sanitary Treatment facility, 2710 Curtiss, DG. Phone 630-969-0664. 8am-4:30 pm. 

The oil is recycled into biodiesel fuel. 

Old prescription drugs. Flush? NO. Put in garbage? NO. Take your expired/no 

longer used drugs to the Walgreens (on 63rd and Belmont or Main and Ogden). There 

is a secured/locked box in the pharmacy area where you can drop your meds. 

Paper shredding. On May 8th, the Village of DG in par tnership with Accurate 

Document Destruction will host a paper shredding event from 8:00 to noon at Village 

Hall, 801 Burlington Ave. Service is offered only to DG residents. You may be asked 

for proof of residency. Limit is 1 bankers box or 2 brown paper bags. 

Miscellaneous. Crayons, broken or  whole, holiday lights, DVD & VHS movies and 

CDs (commercially made, no home movies or CDs), 35 mm film cannisters, plastic 

bread tags, musical instruments, cords & wires (phone, computer, etc.) keys, LP 

records: All of these are accepted by SCARCE organization, 800 S Rohling Rd (Rt 53) 

Unit D, Addison IL phone 630-545-9710. Check out their website www.scarce.org, as 

they post recycling events in neighboring towns. 

mailto:dave@davehumphreys.com
https://kisstheground.com
mailto:teisenhart@yahoo.com
http://www.scarce.org
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

 

COALITION OF IMMOKALEE WORKERS – CALL TO ACTION  

 Our friends in Immokalee have called for action demanding dignity for 

farmworkers. They are asking their allies to shine the spotlight on Wendy’s and raise 

the awareness of their eight-year struggle to persuade Wendy’s to follow the lead of 

other fast-food giants like McDonalds, Burger King, and Subway and join the award-

winning Fair Food Program. The refusal of Wendy’s to join the other industry leaders 

has prompted the CIW https://ciw-online.org/ to call for a boycott of Wendy’s. Please 

support the farmworkers and join in this boycott. In addition to boycotting, please join 

M&J Ministry members in a picket of the Wendy’s at 329 E. Ogden, Westmont, on 

Saturday, May 22nd, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. If you have any questions, please 

contact Bruce White at unixfan1@comcast.net. 

 

FREE LITTLE PANTRY 

 The homeless and other people in our community who 

are not homeless but are experiencing food insecurity have been 

using this pantry in front of our church for the last 13 months. 

While this list is not exhaustive, here are some suggestions for 

contributions: peanut butter and jelly in plastic, boxed/bagged 

grains/beans (rice, couscous, red beans, white beans), pasta and 

mac n’cheese, pasta sauce, corned beef hash, canned ravioli, 

spaghettiO’s, and canned hot dogs. Follow this link for a full list 

of acceptable items.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Mary Dove at marykdove@gmail.com. Thank you to everyone 

who has been supporting this pantry! 

 

NIGHT MINISTRY 

 We continue to provide the Night Ministry Health Outreach bus in Humboldt 

Park 70 sack suppers for their clients on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Please contact 

Nadine Bahaveolos at nbahav@att.net if you would like to volunteer or donate to this 

worthy cause.  

 

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.'  The second is this:  'Love your neighbor as 

yourself.'  There is no commandment greater than these."           Mark 12: 30-31 

https://ciw-online.org/
mailto:unixfan1@comcast.net
file:///G:/Administrative/All Files New/Admin/Winter Pantry List.pdf
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
mailto:nbahav@att.net
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 We ask that you keep the following people in your prayers for strength,  

comfort, love and healing during this time. Heidi Lockett, Mady Poulter, Greg Skiba’s 

brother Steve, Shirley Reardon’s family as they grieve from her passing, Judy Harry, 

Joan Stockmal, Ryan Mazzone, Jerry Topel, Janice Lithio, Fred Rensch, Graeson 

Martuneac’s dad, and the Weeks family, Judy and Art. Thank you! 

 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY: 

 Christian Community invites you to pot a flower for one of the mother figures 

in your life after worship on Mother’s Day, May 9, on the sidewalk outside the west 

door. We hope you can join us! 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: 

 We will have Stitch and Chats this month on May 7 and May 21 at 9:30 a.m. 

We will have a Zoom gathering on May 7 and I will send out the Zoom  

invitations as it gets closer to that date. As of now, we are planning to meet in-person 

together in Jan Hibbeln’s backyard on May 21. If you're not already on my e-mail list 

and would like the zoom invitation, please let me know by emailing me 

at janhibbeln@gmail.com or calling/texting me at 630-728-4843.  

Hope to see you, Jan Hibbeln 

 

CONFIRMANDS:  

 Our confirmands, 7th and 8th grade, engaged in a challenging Escape Room  

experience old western style at the Escape Hour in Bolingbrook. Did the posse escape 

in time?  When you see them, ask them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:janhibbeln@gmail.com
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

1047 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515  

630-968-0358 ● www.uccdg.org ● office@uccdg.org       

www.facebook.com/uccdg  

 

 

May 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor…………………….pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Michelle McNamara, Interim Assoc. Pastor……………...mcnamara@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…..  casanders3@gmail.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries …………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries….………..mcarin1m@aol.com 

Rachel Carreras, Administrative Secretary……………………adminsec@uccdg.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist………………………………..bill@symbolix.com 

James Hapke, Sunday School Coordinator………………….coordinator@uccdg.org 

Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison………......dave@davehumphreys.com 

Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House………………...tim@twowaystreet.org 

Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band ……………………...j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry………………………….……...lenp@potterpro.com 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper……………………………....bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

 

First Congregational Learning Center 

Our program serves children from 6 weeks through 5 years of age. 

Kimberly Choate, Director—kchoate@uccdg.org 

630-206-4910 ● www.fclcdg.org 
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