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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT 

Some things to celebrate, yes celebrate about 2020! 

 I think it’s important that everyone in the church 

have a sense of just how much was accomplished in 

2020 despite us not being able to gather in person for 

about 5 months of the year! 

 During ‘normal’ times we average about 200 

people in worship and approximately 70 or so online. 

With the additions of Facebook live and YouTube, in 

addition to the church website, we received on average 

500 hits or more every week online with over 200 

engagements on average on Facebook.   
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED     

 

 From this we have had several new members join the church, people reach out 

for counseling, people join the virtual choir and Christmas concerts. Also many, 

many notes and letters have been sent from people I’ve never seen or met saying that 

though they had not attended any church for many years, they have found a home 

with us at First Congregational United Church of Christ. Did you know that over 

3,000 people watched our Virtual Concert in the park, and more than 350 watched 

our Christmas concert online!   

 

          While we know online screen viewing of the service is not the same as 

worshipping together in person, we are grateful that one silver lining during this 

pandemic period is that our online ministry has had a great evangelism outreach of 

letting people know who we are as a faith community.  Thank you to all of you who 

have invited or shared our services virtually. 

 

           We also had a pretty incredible and memorable Christmas pageant taped from 

families’ homes.  I don’t know how many of you had a chance to watch it, but it was 

a pageant like none other. Despite not being able to gather during the advent season, 

we were so grateful to the many individuals and families that participated by 

recording prayers, readings, and songs for us to remain connected during the Advent 

and Christmas Season. 

 

 We have also continued to be one constant life line of hope to our communities 

homeless, mentally disabled and marginalized. Just think about the incredible 

partnerships formed between churches and community groups coming together for 

the past 300+ days to serve breakfast and dinner to Downers Grove’s most 

vulnerable. High school and grade school students, collegiate students home from 

break and every age beyond working together to do more than just share a meal, but 

to also remind people they are not forgotten, that they matter, and that they are 

loved.   
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED        

 

           We had over 45 cars from members of the church form a summer car parade 

for residents at Oak Trace who’d been cooped up under strict quarantine for 

months! The residents sent us more than thirty letters thanking us for coming out to 

share ‘hope and joy’ with them.   

 

           These are just a few ways that YOU, First Congregational United Church of 

Christ, have continued to be a city on a hill, salt and light as community.  Thank 

you. 2020 wasn’t easy, but God certainly has carried us in some pretty incredible 

ways!    

 

           I hope and pray that 2021 will enable us to regroup, gather again, and find a 

multitude of ways to celebrate and appreciate the blessing of being together in this 

faith family. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Scott Oberle  
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LENTEN LETTER     

 
Some stories need to be told over and over. 
 
 So it is with the story of Easter, a story that begins on Ash Wednesday. This 
story reminds us that we belong to God. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the 
story in a tangible way to say that Jesus was, is, and he goes before us, calling us to a 
future that will be written with God by our side. 
 
 When we tell a story in worship or Sunday School and a child says, “What 
does it mean?” we try to reply, “I can tell it again. Then I hope you can tell me.” As a 
preacher/teacher, and (oh by the way) human beings, we never outgrow the love of a 
well-told story. Some of our greatest memories have centered at our individual 
family tables, each one recalling a special member of our family (re)telling a story. 
 
 The stories we are told, and the stories we tell ourselves, allow us to make 
sense of our lives, the world, and our place in it. It is in this way we interpret reality. 
Story is how we come to know who we are, why we are, and whose we are. 
 
 John Niles,* in his book “Homo Narrans,” states: “It is chiefly through 
storytelling that people possess a past.” But the dance is one of mutuality. While it is 
through storytelling we possess a past - it is only in this that past possesses us, too. 
It’s through storytelling that we find our identity. 
 
 We belong to a tradition in which the culmination is found in the Holy Week 
liturgies. The passion and power of Maundy Thursday and darkness of Good Friday 
all followed by the proclamation of the story of God’s saving work, from the creation 
of the world to the resurrection of Jesus on Easter morning. 
 
 Rather than telling anyone what it means, the Lenten invitation is to “hear the 
story again” and through it, be challenged to find and understand our identity once 
more. 
 
 Individually and collectivity we possess a past -- a very particular past -- and 
arriving at Holy Week without the fullness of the Lenten Journey can be done. It has 
been done by many and will be again. It is the equivalent of reading a few pages at 
the beginning of a novel and then moving directly to the end, or reading Cliff Notes, 
or seeing the movie version. Each one of these approaches will touch on intent and 
hint at the bigger picture. 
 
 We invite you to take the full Lenten Journey. Mark it on your calendar. Ash 
Wednesday begins our time – February 17th. 
 
 
*Professor of English at Brandis University, University of Wisconsin at Madison, 
University of California at Berkeley  
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LENTEN LETTER —CONTINUED             

 
 Set time each day for devotion, prayer, scripture, or silence. The Daily 
Devotionals we record will be connecting to our larger theme this season. The 
Church Without Borders on Tuesday Nights provides scriptures for the week if you 
need a place to begin. 
 
 If you would prefer a written daily devotion to study either of these 3 are good 
choices:   
1) Eastertide: Prayers for Lent Through Easter from The Divine Hours by Phyllis 

Tickle (Author)   
2) Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter by Orbis Books (Author)  
3) 40 Days Living the Jesus Creed Paperback by Scot McKnight (Author).  
 
 In each of these ways we are retelling the scriptural stories that remind us of 
who we are and whose we are. They connect us to how we have come to be. Each 
story is a further reminder of our identity as God’s people, a testament to the 
enduring and faithful love of God. 
 
 
Journey with us as we tell the story once again, 
 
 Pastors Michelle and Scott  
 
 

Ash Wednesday  --  Mark the Journey that is Before Us 

 

 To begin the Lenten journey, if you wish to receive Ashes or engage in prayer 
and worship at church, we are offering 3 Experiential Prayer Stations. Your Pastors 
will be present from 11:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. and  5p.m. to  6 p.m. if you wish to 
receive ashes.  
 
 What Are Prayer Stations? They are simple, hands-on ways that help us focus 
on talking with God, listening for God’s voice. The simplicity provides the 
surprisingly effective splendor. Prayer stations engage our God given senses and 
spark our minds so we engage the spirit of prayer differently.  
 
Each prayer station takes between 60 seconds to 3 minutes. 
 
 If your schedule, physical abilities or the weather does not allow for you to 
exit the car, for a prayerful, experiential start to Lent, you are invited to simply drive 
up at these allotted times to receive ashes. One of your pastors (wearing a mask) will 
be honored to offer a personal word of prayer and offer the Imposition of ashes on 
your forehead or hand if you wish.   
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JANUARY COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE: 

January 18, 2021 via Zoom 

 

 The Search Committee presented their job description for the Minister of Faith 

Formation to the Council, who approved it. The Committee is currently meeting 

bimonthly to complete the church profile so that they can begin advertising for the 

position. 

 The Reopen Team requested permission to distribute information about COVID 

vaccinations to the congregation. Council approved. 

 Pastor Scott’s update included updates on the church’s online presence. There were 

3,200 views of the online Concert in the Park. The online ministry is reaching new 

audiences and has inspired four new members, letters and gifts for the Community 

Kitchen, and phone calls to Pastor Scott. 

 A sabbatical for Pastor Scott is in planning stages for 2022. His last sabbatical was 

in 2017. Council will be considering if the three month sabbatical will be all at once 

or divided into two shorter sabbaticals.  

 There is a grant opportunity being pursued to fund a clergy staff up to $15,000 to 

come on for staffing assistance during Pastor Scott’s sabbatical.  

 There have been two positive COVID tests among staff; consequently, the staff has 

been working at home. 

 FCLC has been approved for full enrollment, but is continuing to use current health 

and safety protocols to gauge enlarging the number of students in the school during 

the pandemic. 

 There will be a special listening session for Council and Pastors on Thursday, Jan. 

28. 

 Annual meeting is scheduled for Feb. 7 via Zoom. RSVPs required so we can make 

sure we have a quorum. 

 A new team will be formed to evaluate the church’s online presence. Ministry 

chairs should ask their teams if they’re interested. 

 The proposed budget for 2021 shows a $22K deficit. Pledges are down and other 

fundraising efforts - garage sale and pancake breakfast - won’t be happening this 

year due to COVID. 
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STEWARDSHIP — 2021 GIVING CAMPAIGN KICKED OFF  

  

 The Church’s annual Stewardship/Giving campaign normally held in the fall, 

but delayed due to the pandemic, was kicked off January 28th, with the mailing of our 

Annual Brochure and Giving sheet along with your 2020 Giving Statement. An  

e-blast with the same information (except Giving Statement) will be sent as well to all 

those on the Constant Comet electronic mailing list. 

 

 We have continued with our theme from 2020. “Rooted in Faith, Growing to 

Serve in Love” which really catches the essence of what we as a church are trying to 

live by. The brochure highlights this through Pastor Scott and Pastor Michelle’s 

message, with additional focus on Mission & Justice and their efforts to reach out to 

the increasing number in our community in need. Besides the great work of the Night 

Ministry Team, and Hope’s Front Door, and others, the transition of the Community 

Kitchen from the former Christ Scientist Reading Room, is a big commitment to the 

less fortunate in our community by providing a permanent facility to provide meals, 

clothing, food, and compassion. At the same time, local churches and volunteers have 

provided funding and assistance making it a total community effort. 

 

 We were extremely fortunate in 2020 that between the generosity of our 

members and friends, the C.A.R.E.S Act Paycheck Protection Program and reduced 

expenses, we ended up with a surplus of around $36,000. For 2021, some of the 

expenses planned for in 2020 that did not happen, are being planned for this year, 

specifically the addition of a Minister of Faith Formation along with operating 

expenses for the recently purchased Christ Scientist Church property. With our 

continued emphasis on growing our missions, we are faced with the question of what 

God expects from us from a generosity standpoint, not only financially, but from a 

talent and time perspective as well. 
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STEWARDSHIP — CONTINUED 

  

 Church Council has approved a deficit budget of $22,166 to be voted on by the 

congregation at our virtual Annual Meeting on February 7th, based on a 5% increase 

in pledged and unpledged giving. We can reduce or eliminate this deficit by listening 

to what Desmond Tutu tells us. “Like humility, generosity comes from seeing that 

everything we have and everything we accomplish comes from God’s grace and 

God’s love for us … certainly it is from the generosity of God and the generosity of 

those in our life that we learn gratitude and to be generous to others.” 

 

 Please be sure to review the Giving Sheet for all the opportunities to give, time, 

talent, and money. It also explains different ways you can give electronically and 

support reoccurring giving. Please return your Giving Sheet by mail to Kim Rutter 

our bookkeeper, or e-mail her at bookkeeper@uccdg.org as soon as possible. We are 

looking to finish our campaign by March 15th. 

 

 We thank you for your past and future generosity to support the critical mission 

of serving our community and those beyond in need. 

 

- Your Stewardship Ministry 
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mailto:bookkeeper@uccdg.org
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many opportunities within our Church to be a blessing!   

 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

 Since March 2020, every Monday our congregation has been preparing 

sandwiches and distributing sack lunches, toiletries, clothing, and gift cards to our 

homeless and food insecure neighbors.  Many of these guests reside in the DG parking 

garage.  These meals were distributed from a card table outside our west 

entrance.  Alex’s Mission, a grass-roots response comprised of local individuals, 

churches, and community organizations, was also providing meals twice a day every 

other day of the week.  They were serving from the trunks of their cars. 

 

 With the advent of winter, we have combined our efforts in a true community 

response to serve those who are food insecure.  We are now all serving from the former 

reading room at our newly acquired property at 1101 Curtiss.  This new coalition has 

been named Community Kitchen. 

 

 Our church will serve sack lunches and soup every Monday at 5:30 p.m.  We’ll 

also serve dinner on the first two Fridays, February 5th and February 12th.   Volunteers 

will meet at the church at 4:45 to prepare.  Signup Genius has been set up to allow for 

easy sign up if you want to serve.  Other churches, individuals, and community 

organizations will serve the rest of the week.  The good news is that except for one slot 

available on February 5th, all the volunteer slots have already been filled for February.  

Thank you to the dozens of members who have been serving.  If you haven’t had an 

opportunity to serve yet and would like to volunteer in March, please contact Mary 

Dove (marykdove@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084EABAD2AA5F85-community2
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

  

THE COMMUNITY KITCHEN—CONTINUED 

 If you can’t volunteer but would still like to support this mission, a monetary 

contribution can be made to the church with a notation that it is to be used for 

Community Kitchen.  And we can always use donations of water and individually 

packages snacks.  Gift cards in denominations up to $25 are also appreciated by the 

guests.  Stores where they can get some basic necessities include Jewel, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Aldi, and fast food restaurants like McDonald's.  Cards can be purchased 

through Manna.  A big thank you to all the church members who have been involved in 

this ministry.  A huge thank you goes out to Angelo’s Foods at Maple and Belmont for 

providing all the meat, cheese, and bread for the meals.  We also want to thank Jam n’ 

Jelly Café at 7511 Lemont Road in Darien for providing the soup. 

 

If you would like to volunteer for this vital mission or if you just want more 

information or details, please contact Mary Dove at marykdove@gmail.com or 

630.935.6166. 

 

NIGHT MINISTRY 

 We continue to provide the Night Ministry Health Outreach bus in Humboldt 

Park 70 sack suppers for their clients on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Please contact 

Nadine Bahaveolos at nbahav@att.net if you would like to volunteer or donate to this 

worthy cause.  

 

 

DUPAGE UNITED 

 

 One goal of DuPage United is to help support the creation of six affordable, 

accessible, and supportive housing (AASH) developments in DuPage County, one in 

each district.  Several of our members headed out to 1212 Larkin Street in Elgin on 

January 13, 2021 to see what affordable housing looks like in the western suburbs.  

The square block of affordable housing that is called “1212 Larkin” is an impressive 

undertaking that was made possible through the collective action of groups like 

DuPage United.  The forty-eight unit complex includes newly built living units and a 

large historic building.  These will provide safe affordable housing for individuals, 

people with disabilities, and families up to six.   

mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
mailto:nbahav@att.net
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

  

DUPAGE UNITED —CONTINUED 

 Our DuPage United lead organizer, Amanda M. Reillly-Sokoli, was joined by 

Rabbi Frederick (Ricky) Kamil from Congregation Etz Chaim in Lombard to provide 

tours and information.  If affordable housing is an initiative you are interested in, 

please contact Mary Dove (marykdove@gmail.com) or Vicki Peters 

(vicki.peters12@gmail.com). 

 

 

FREE LITTLE PANTRY 

 The homeless and other people in our community 

who are not homeless but are experiencing food 

insecurity have been using this pantry in front of our 

church for the last nine months.  With the advent of 

freezing temperatures, people are wondering what items 

will withstand a hard freeze.  While this list is not 

exhaustive, here are some suggestions:  peanut butter 

and jelly in plastic, boxed/bagged grains/beans (rice, 

couscous, red beans, white beans), pasta (dry pasta, 

bagged pasta, mac n’cheese), pasta sauce in plastic, hot 

and cold cereal, snack crackers, applesauce in plastic, 

dried fruits, and granola bars.  No canned food or food 

in jars!  Toiletries and paper products will also withstand 

freezing.  Follow this link for a full list of acceptable 

items.  If you have any questions, please contact Mary 

Dove.  Thank you to everyone who has been supporting this pantry! 

 

 

 

 

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.'  The second is this:  'Love your neighbor as 

yourself.'  There is no commandment greater than these."           Mark 12: 30-31 

 

 

mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
mailto:vicki.peters12@gmail.com
file:///G:/Administrative/All Files New/Admin/Winter Pantry List.pdf
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
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 BECOME A COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE MEMBER 

 Establishing the Community Kitchen in the former Reading Room  

on November 16 has been a wonderful addition to our Mission and Justice Ministry 

and to the people we serve. In December, over 500 meals were provided to homeless 

and food insecure individuals. Our church has partnered with other churches and  

caring individuals to provide two daily meals, seven days per week. All of the 62 

available meals in January were reserved by members of this partnership by  

January 4th. 

 The five member Administration Committee of the Community Kitchen  

includes Emmie Pawlak and Galinda Tunney from Alex’s Mission and Mary Dove, 

Dave Humphreys and Tom Williams from our church. This Committee has agreed to 

have Nichols Farm and Orchard, Marengo IL, make weekly deliveries of fresh fruits 

and vegetables to the patio outside the Community Kitchen for 22 weeks beginning 

May 31. Nichols already provides this service to shareholders at over 40 locations in 

the Chicagoland area and members of Alex’s Mission have used them in the past. 

Nichols also sells fresh produce at 10 Farmer’s Markets and directly to various well 

known restaurants. 

 If you are interested, you can become a shareholder by purchasing a share  

directly from Nichols and become a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)  

member. Please see their website (nicholsfarm.com) for more details on becoming a 

shareholder. By providing the weekly drop at the Community Kitchen, the  

Community Kitchen will receive a free bushel of vegetables each week to be divided 

among its members for meal preparation for the Community Kitchen. Delivery would 

take place on Wednesday at noon and participants would be required to pickup their 

baskets by 4 pm. Deliveries will be made to the patio outside the Community Kitchen. 

Product not picked up by 4 pm will be donated. 

 -Tom Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://1
http://nicholsfarm.com/
x-apple-data-detectors://4
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 MUSIC MINISTRY:  

Happy New Year from the Music Ministry Department! 

 On behalf of myself and Maria, I want to thank everyone for their prayers.  We 

are both on the mend and are very much looking forward to getting back to work.  As 

we look into planning music for Lent and Easter, we will be trying to have as much 

lay participation as possible.  To that end, Virtual Choir will be starting to rehearse 

music for the season beginning Thursday, February 4.  If you are interested in singing 

with us, please do not hesitate to reach out!  You do not have to be local to Downers 

Grove to participate.  All you need is access to Zoom and a recording device (phone, 

tablet, computer, etc)! 

Thank you and God bless, 

Kelley Calpin 

Director of Music Mnistry 

 

 

CHILDREN AND  YOUTH:  

Greetings First Congregational Church, 

 Please register your child or children if you haven't already as we anticipate and 

plan next steps for the present and future life of our children and youth ministries. It's 

a great time for housekeeping! 

 If you have a child in 5-6th grade please join us every Sunday morning at  

9 a.m. for our children's gathering on zoom. You can join by clicking here.  

 Also, as we plan for the future, we will be in need of volunteers. If you are  

interested or feel called to volunteer in any way with children and youth ministries, 

please don't hesitate to reach out. Let's talk! 

Peace, 

James 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdd1FmxoxmjE47QGqb5elGQ13P2GEMAjc-gGnAa8fE5Ohae_w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73983591085?pwd=RVIzalI3MlhSNU4zUFdKUEdjMWg1dz09
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 We will have Zoom Stitch and Chats this month on Friday. February 5 and 19 at  

9:30 a.m. It was fun seeing each other in person outside over the summer, but due to 

the rise in COVID cases, and the recommendation that we only leave for essential 

trips, we will continue having Zoom gatherings. You don't have to RSVP. Thank you 

Sandy Gales, Jan Hibbeln and Kim Nagy for setting this up for us. I will send out the 

Zoom invitations as it gets closer to those dates. If you're not already on my e-mail list 

and would like the zoom invitation, please let me know by emailing me 

at peggy.gutzke@gmail.com or calling/texting me at 630-632-3014.  

Hope to see you, Peggy Gutzke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

1047 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515  

630-968-0358 ● www.uccdg.org ● office@uccdg.org       

www.facebook.com/uccdg  

 

 

February 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor…………………….pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Michelle McNamara, Interim Assoc. Pastor……………...mcnamara@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…..  casanders3@gmail.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries …………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries….………..mcarin1m@aol.com 

Rachel Carreras, Administrative Secretary……………………adminsec@uccdg.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist………………………………..bill@symbolix.com 

James Hapke, Sunday School Coordinator………………….coordinator@uccdg.org 

Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison………......dave@davehumphreys.com 

Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House………………...tim@twowaystreet.org 

Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band ……………………...j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor…….……………...carll@uccdg.org 

Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry………………………….……...lenp@potterpro.com 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper……………………………....bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

 

First Congregational Learning Center 

Our program serves children from 6 weeks through 5 years of age. 

Kimberly Choate, Director—kchoate@uccdg.org 

630-206-4910 ● www.fclcdg.org 
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