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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT 

 Advent is a time of preparation, a time of waiting 

upon the incarnation of Christ. It is a time of 

hopefulness, a time when we ask God to step powerfully 

into our lives in ways that renew, awe, stun, and fill our 

spirit. Boy, have we been waiting! Waiting for an end of 

Coronavirus. Waiting for a chance to be church together 

in the sanctuary, in the choir, in Grounds of Hope, in the 

youth group, the Sunday school, and Night Ministry. 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED     

We have been hopeful and that hope has endured 

much in 2020. 

This advent season consider, as part of your 

preparation, taking a handful of church members 

off our phone chain and calling them. 

Stepping out and delivering an act of kindness to a 

neighbor or a friend whom you know is down or 

hurting. 

Write to youth from our detention program and tell 

them someone believes in their abilities and a 

grace from God that always says It’s never too late 

to be born anew, to have a fresh start. 

In short, be a bearer of that hope we find in Christ made flesh. Be a source of 

Christ’s light, witness to it. 

In a lonely profession of ministry, this season of pandemic has been the loneliest. 

How difficult it is for us to grieve, to share, to be the body of Christ without being 

together in body. Yet in the same breath, how amazing is it the way we have used 

technology, ingenuity, good old fashion phone calling, and car parading to be the 

church even through this time. I never in a million years imagined in my call here 

that we’d face floods, bitcoin attacks, and a worldwide pandemic together. One never 

knows what life will bring. And while we cannot choose the circumstances we face 

together, we can always choose the lens of faith through which we see and respond to 

such adversities. Thank you church for responding in our missional values of 

working hard to connect to one another and to God and always doing our utmost to 

lead in love. 

 

There is a story that I think is important for you all to hear. One of our church 

members, and our community Liaison, Dave Humphreys was telling residents at Oak 

Trace what our church is doing in feeding the hungry and providing breakfast and 

dinner every day out of the reading room (the Downers Grove Community Kitchen, 

we have dubbed it). One of his residents immediately brought some bags of food. 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR SCOTT—CONTINUED        

When he told her how the kitchen was started by high schoolers and their families 

who began volunteering at our PADS site, and now includes many churches and 

members of the wider community serving meals, she said just one moment. She 

came back with a check for $1000.00. She said thank you for the work your church 

does. It is simply amazing. I don’t know why my church doesn’t do things like this. 

Let us continue to do all we are able to lead with love in valuing and bringing dignity 

to all God’s creation. Volunteering for the community kitchen is available through 

sign up genie on the church website. 

 

 

What about Christmas and Advent? 

We will continue to host advent families, albeit virtually this year, and church 

members will share their advent musical gifts as well. 

For Christmas, we will have three services available. The first will be a prerecorded 

Christmas Eve service that will loop on FB and our website throughout Christmas 

Eve and Christmas Day beginning 12 noon on Christmas Eve. 

We will also have two outdoor socially distanced Christmas Eve services. The 4:30 

p.m. service will be in Fishel Park. Please layer and dress dependent on weather. It 

will be a shorter service to be mindful of the cold (if applicable). We ask that 

worshippers stay at least 6-10 feet apart from families and individuals they do not 

live with. If you are able, please bring either a candle in a glass container or an 

electric candle for the singing of Silent Night. We ask that masks be worn during the 

service. 

The second outdoor service will take place at 11 p.m. and be our midnight 

candlelight service. The same health precautions are being taken as above. This 

service will take place in the courtyard of 1101 Curtiss St. Worshippers will be asked 

to be seated on the church driveway lest anyone slip on the undergrowth or find any 

holes in the property late at night.         

                          

- Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Scott 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084eabad2aa5f85-community
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MESSAGE FROM A MODERATOR   

  

 Happy Yuletide and Merry Christmas! I am writing the first Moderator column 

for the Pilgrim since our Vice-Moderator, Vicki Peters, published her piece in 

October of this year. As it happens, this is also being published in the 

penultimate month of my year as Moderator for First Congregational United Church 

of Christ, Downers Grove. Composing this column at this time provides me with a 

unique opportunity for reflection on everything I have seen our Church and our 

community go through these past two years. I am happy that I am also now provided 

an opportunity to share some of those reflections with you.  

  

 Here is some background on me and how I got involved with UCCDG. My 

wife, Jill, grew up at UCCDG, and we were married there in 2008. In 2013, we 

began attending, and I officially joined the church in 2015. Early on, it was the 

communal spirit of service and volunteerism that moved me to become a more active 

church member. Specifically, it was the Garage Sale that I really enjoyed 

participating in as a new attendee. It was a lot of fun, and it really awakened in me a 

desire to pitch in and contribute my time and energy alongside some amazing people 

with a shared mission to fund and support our ministries. Not long after that, I spent 

3 years on what is now called the Ministry of Mission, Justice, & Witness (two of 

which I held the Chair position). During that time, I helped to coordinate our 150 

Year Weekend of Service Mission, I mentored Syrian refugees with other partnering 

churches and Chicago's Refugee One Non-Profit Organization, and I helped to build 

relationships between our church and like-minded organizations like Dupage United. 

It has definitely been a busy 3 years on the Ministry of Mission, Justice, & Witness, 

and also as a new member of our Church.  

  

 When I was tapped by Corrinne and Lindsey Rensche to become  

Vice-Moderator in 2018, I felt I had an opportunity to help in ways that I could not 

have before. I was eager to know our internal processes better, especially as we were 

moving toward a new restructured model for our lay leadership. I had amazing 

mentors in Lindsey and Corrine all through 2019, and to be honest, seeing all that 

they had handled and knowing the changes that our church was going through left 

me a little intimidated to take over the Moderator role in January of this year. 
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MESSAGE FROM A MODERATOR —CONTINUED      

  

 I could not have imagined how truly upside down the year that I would serve 

as Moderator would be. The year 2020 will be a year that stays clear in my memory 

for the rest of my life. Our strength and resolve as a church has been tested all year. 

We have had to come up with creative solutions for conducting our Mission Work 

and our church business while not putting ourselves in danger. Fun fact: I have (and 

will) only run 1 Council Meeting in person this year. The year 2020 has been a 

frightening and lonely time for many of us, and yet I am in awe at the drive our 

church shows to bring bagged lunches, basic dignities such as shower stations, and 

more than a little bit of hope and kindness to the communities hit hardest by the 

COVID 19 Pandemic. I am humbled by the lengths our church has gone to provide 

those services that are most needed. This year has been a testament to our ability as a 

church to pull together and support one another and our neighbors in Downers Grove 

and the surrounding areas. 

  

 This year has also been a year for big changes. We now own 1101 Curtiss 

Street, and we are on the exciting and important path toward living into God’s 

purpose with whatever we do with this new property. I, personally am grateful for all 

the time and talent that was given to finally close the deal with the seller, our former 

neighbors. As ideas are considered and groundwork is being laid out, I believe we 

must also be grateful for this once in a lifetime opportunity. We stand to be able to do 

a lot of good with it, so long as we trust and listen to one another’s ideas and get 

behind the best ones, whatever they may be. 

  

 As it happens, this is also the year I became a father. Cornelia Agnes Burke 

was born to Jill Aparo and myself this July, and our world will never be the same. I 

cannot begin to express how lucky I feel to have had the support of our Pastoral and 

Lay Leadership these past 16 weeks. Bringing an infant home can be a joyful but 

taxing experience under the best of circumstances, but learning how to care for our 

daughter has been particularly rough since we’ve not been able to bring family or 

friends into our home, nor we into theirs, to help us care for our daughter. And yet 

the verbal and culinary support (no kidding, we ate like kings for a weekend) which 

we have received from the church has been humbling and a reminder that our church 

looks out for one another. Even being unable to attend services or meetings in 

person, we have never felt alone.  
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MESSAGE FROM A MODERATOR —CONTINUED      

 

 As Moderator, I have a lot of  gratitude to our Pastors, my partner in crime and 

next year's Moderator Vicki, and to the church leadership overall for making this 

year go as well as it has despite all we have been through.  

  

 And so here we are again at the end of another year, and once again, I cannot 

even begin to guess what might be around the bend. I hope the following for our 

church: That we can regain some sort of normalcy with our indoor worship, or 

barring that, that we continue to embrace the “new normal” if it still takes a while for 

infection rates to fall in Illinois; I hope that we continue to strive toward leading with 

love in what we do and how we do it, especially when it comes to how we treat one 

another during this divisive time; and finally, I hope that we have the courage to look 

within ourselves and find those invaluable opportunities to change for the better. We 

are only human beings even under the best of circumstances. The lesson of 

Compassion is one which needs to relearned and relearned, but that is part of our 

journey as Christians and as people. More than anything, we need our faith and our 

compassion right now, because as strong as we are, we are, once again, only human, 

and the unfortunate truth is that things may get harder still before they get easier. 

May we Stand together. 

 

-David Burke 

  

 “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the 

work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”         

1 Corinthians 15:58 
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NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE: 

November 23, 2020 via Zoom 

 

 In his Treasurer’s Report, Larry Bryant pointed out that FCLC has used about half of 

its reserve fund during this pandemic time. The school has had to limit the number of 

students it can accommodate and has been closed several times because of positive 

COVID test results. 

 James Hapke has been hired as Sunday School & High School Youth Coordinator and 

will begin work on Monday, November 30. This is a part-time, temporary role of 12 

hours per week ending in May of 2021. 

 As part of an information gathering meeting, Pastor Scott will lead a tour of the new 

campus property for PADS, Bridge Communities, and DuPage United to explore the 

possibility that this newly acquired space might be a part of some type of a partnership 

between these groups and our church. This is a preliminary, exploratory meeting and is 

not a statement of how this property will be used. 

 The Council discussed the importance of using a term commensurate with the 

importance of the role of what we’ve been calling the Associate Minister. Pastor Scott 

emphasized that this position is an additional minister, not an associate or assistant for 

him. It is an effort to fill the pastoral team. The search committee, personnel, and the 

council is contemplating how to name this position so it reflects its true nature. 

 The former Reading Room at the new campus is going to be used as a Community 

Kitchen throughout the winter months so that the work of feeding the homeless can 

continue. Several community groups and other churches are part of this effort and 

everyone will be taking turns preparing and serving two meals each day – breakfast 

and dinner. 

 Efforts to project expenses for the campus buildings were discussed. B&G, Finance, 

and Council will be looking at this more closely. 

 Listening sessions continue to gather in put regarding the campus buildings, an 

additional pastor, and the well-being of our congregation during the pandemic. One 

idea that has come from the listening sessions regarding the campus buildings is to 

explore providing housing through a partnership between Bridge Communities, PADS, 

DuPage United and Hope’s Front Door. 

 Phil Sumida will be the incoming Vice Moderator in 2021. 

 The last two blood drives conducted at our church weren’t as successful as what we’d 

seen before the pandemic. At this point, we are planning to skip the January and April 

blood drives. 

 Next Council meeting is on Monday, December 14, at 7 p.m. 
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 On a beautiful October 8th after FCC's Sunday streaming service, members of 
the Ministry of Stewardship and the Search Committee, along with Pastors Scott and 
Michelle, met in Fishel Park for a discussion about the terms of a realistic 
employment period and salary package that our church can offer to a second ordained 
minister. With the church (and the world) now 8 months into the pandemic and not 
much relief in sight, there are practical concerns about FCC's current finances and 
projections into the future. This includes adding a new full-time clergy member to our 
staff.  

   

 Stewardship and our Treasurer, Larry Bryant, provided a six year financial 
projection for a church budget that by 2026 would not need any supplemental 
financial support for the new position. This is based on a serious commitment to 
increased generosity and stewardship from the congregation, supplemented by 
$235,000 in available reserve account funds to subsidize the position, anticipating 
only $170,000 would be needed but having flexibility to use reserves if needed. The 
funds would come from the Pastoral Support Fund of almost $130,000, with the 
majority having been generously donated anonymously by a member several years 
ago specifically for this purpose. The balance of $105,000 would come from the 
Combined Gift Fund, originated from the sale of the church parsonages many years 
ago, and designed to provide clergy support. Thanks to Larry for coming up with this 
solution. Next year's budget will of course be voted on by the congregation at our next 
Annual Meeting.  

   

 With this in hand, the Search Committee can move forward with confidence in 
finding the best candidate who will work with Pastor Scott to launch our church to the 
next level and support our dreams for the property next door. We have seen what great 
things have happened with Pastor Michelle being an interim part-time Associate 
Minister, and what we can expect a second full-time minister when s/he comes 
onboard.  
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STEWARDSHIP — 2020 A YEAR TO REMEMBER OR TO FORGET —  

A CHANCE TO FINISH STRONG 
 

 As we look back at 2020 and the havoc it has caused disrupting lives, creating 

financial hardships, ending lives prematurely and unnecessarily, causing emotional 

strain and isolation, is it a year we want to remember? Initially I want to say, “good 

riddance”, but upon further reflection, it is one where I have never felt better about 

being a member of this church. Thank you for your generosity and compassion! 

 We have been so thankful for the adaptability and responsiveness of our clergy, 

staff and congregation as we struggled with social distancing and the impact it might 

have on a group that depends on the strength of being close, working together side by 

side to serve others. We have been able to maintain our finances with increased giving 

from those who could do so, by decreasing expenses and with a little help from the 

CARES Act. More importantly we have been able to start visualizing the potential of 

the 1101 Curtiss property as our Mission & Justice Ministry team converts the 

Reading Room into the Downers Grove Community Kitchen providing a physical 

place to provide meals and supplies etc. to the homeless and our food insecure 

neighbors. 

 

 As our dreams for 1101 come more into focus, and we move forward to add a 

second pastor, we wonder what if any long term effects the pandemic will have on our 

mission to serve our community and beyond. Stewardship is looking at outside 

resources already funded by members to look at our generosity and how we can take 

it to the next level to support our vision for the future, while dealing with the 

pandemic. But, there are things we can do now to help the church finish strong 

financially and establish a positive trend for 2021 in growing our mission outreach. 

 Our members and friends want to help others, now more than ever, and their 

generosity to the church supports their passion and a way to express their gratitude 

to God. 

 We see the impact of their giving through our ministering to the homeless and 

underserved and seeing hope for people like John Shelton finding permanent 

housing for the first time in years. 
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STEWARDSHIP — CONTINUED 

 

 We can participate in Giving Tuesday (December Ist) in supporting the church 

with your generosity. 

 We can make sure our pledge is up to date, and if we can help give more to help 

someone who cannot, even better. 

 Consider Tax Advantaged Contributions including Qualified Charitable 

Distributions, appreciated securities transfers, and bunching your contributions to 

take advantage of higher deductible giving under the CARES Act for 2020 only, up 

to 100% of Adjusted Gross Income. Consult your Tax / Financial professional for 

more details. 

 We can give to the “Step Up” campaign for the new steps which will provide an 

inviting entrance for members, friends and guests alike to come together when that 

is a reality once again. 

 Consider an Estate Gift to include the church to support your passion. Add the 

church as a beneficiary to your insurance policy, bank account and other financial 

accounts. Consult your Tax/Financial Professional, but also let the church office 

know of your desire, so discussions can take place to make sure your wish is 

known. 

 

 As we all consider ways that we can show our thanks to God as we approach 

year-end, it all comes down to being “Rooted in Faith, and Growing to Serve in Love” 

as we look to reach that next level of generosity. Thank you for your continued 

generosity. 

 

- Stewardship 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 You might be asking, "How can we continue to be church during this difficult 

period?"  It's simple. Serve your neighbors. And there are many opportunities within 

our church to do just that.   

 

ANNOUNCING THE COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

 Since March 2020, every Monday our 

congregation has been preparing sandwiches 

and distributing sack lunches, toiletries, 

clothing, and gift cards to our homeless and 

food insecure neighbors. Many of these guests 

reside in the DG parking garage. These meals 

have been distributed from a card table outside 

our west entrance. Alex’s Mission, a grass-

roots response comprised of local individuals, 

churches, and community organizations, has 

been providing meals twice a day every other 

day of the week. They have been serving from 

the trunks of their cars. 

 

 As freezing temperatures and snow approach, we have combined our efforts in a 

true community response to serve those who are food insecure. We will all start 

serving from the former reading room at our newly acquired property at 1101 

Curtiss. This new coalition has been named Community Kitchen. 

 

 Our church will serve sack lunches and soup every Monday between 5:30 and 

6:30 p.m. Volunteers will meet at the church at 4:45 to prepare. We will probably 

expand this to occasional Fridays and/or Saturdays. Signup Genius is set up to allow 

for easy sign up if you want to serve. Watch the e-blasts for details to follow. Other 

churches, individuals, and community organizations will serve the rest of the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084eabad2aa5f85-community
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

  

ANNOUNCING THE COMMUNITY KITCHEN—CONTINUED 

 If you can’t volunteer but would still like to support this mission, a monetary 

contribution can be made to the church with a notation that it is to be used for 

Community Kitchen. And we can always use donations of water, fresh fruit, chips 

(individual size), and protein or granola bars. Gift cards in denominations up to $25 are 

also appreciated by the guests. Stores where they can get some basic necessities 

include Jewel, Walmart, Walgreens, Aldi, and fast food restaurants like McDonald's.  

Cards can be purchased through Manna. A big thank you to all the church members 

who have been involved in this ministry. A huge thank you goes out to Angelo’s Foods 

at Maple and Belmont for providing all the meat, cheese, and bread for the meals. We 

also want to thank Jam n’ Jelly Café at 7511 Lemont Road in Darien for providing the 

soup. 

 

 If you would like to volunteer for this vital mission or if you just want more 

information or details, please contact Mary Dove at marykdove@gmail.com or 

630.935.6166. 

 

 

NIGHT MINISTRY 

 We continue to provide the Night Ministry Health Outreach bus in Humboldt 

Park 70 sack suppers for their clients on the 3rd Sunday of each month.  

 

For December 20th we would really appreciate gift cards for Aldi or GFS to assist with 

providing a little extra treat in the December meals. Please contact Nadine Bahaveolos 

at nbahav@att.net if you would like to volunteer or donate to this worthy cause.  

 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
mailto:nbahav@att.net
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES—CONTINUED 

 

FREE LITTLE PANTRY 

 The homeless and other people in our 

community who are not homeless, but are 

experiencing food insecurity, have been using this 

pantry in front of our church for the last eight months.  

With the advent of freezing temperatures, people are 

wondering what items will withstand a hard freeze.  

While this list is not exhaustive, here are some 

suggestions:  peanut butter and jelly in plastic, boxed/

bagged grains/beans (rice, couscous, red beans, white 

beans), pasta (dry pasta, bagged pasta, mac n’cheese), 

pasta sauce in plastic, hot and cold cereal, snack 

crackers, applesauce in plastic, dried fruits, and 

granola bars.  No canned food or food in jars!  

Toiletries and paper products will also withstand 

freezing.  There is a full list on the website. Thank you to everyone who has been 

supporting this pantry! 

 

 

 If you have questions about any of these opportunities, please contact  

Mary Dove at marykdove@gmail.com or 630-935-6166. 

 

 

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.'  The second is this:  'Love your neighbor as 

yourself.'  There is no commandment greater than these."           Mark 12: 30-31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:marykdove@gmail.com
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 MUSIC MINISTRY:  

Greetings from Music Ministry! 

 It certainly has been a challenging year for musicians all around the world, but 

we are committed to bringing as much music into your homes as possible this sea-

son.  On December 20, our annual Christmas Concert will be presented virtually.  The 

concert will be available to stream after the 20th through the holiday season on the 

church's website. We hope you'll tune in to hear music from our Chancel Choir, Junior 

Choir, Alleluia Ringers, congregation members, and more! 

 

 We have greatly appreciated all of the feedback we have been receiving about 

service music and will continue to do our best to provide you with a wide variety of 

music throughout our Advent and Christmas season. 

 

Thank you so much and Merry Christmas! 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministry 

 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: 

 We will have Zoom Stitch and Chats this month on December 4th and 18th at 

9:30 AM! It's been fun seeing each other in person over the summer.  Thank you 

SOOO much, Jan, for the use of your yard and garage.    

 Due to the rise in COVID cases and the recommendation that we only leave for  

essential trips we will be having Zoom gatherings through December. You don't have 

to RSVP. Thank you Kim Nagy for setting this up for us.   

 I will send out the Zoom invitations as it gets closer to those dates.  If you're not  

already on my e-mail list and would like the zoom invitation, please let me know by  

e-mailing me at peggy.gutzke@gmail.com or calling me at 630-632-3014. 

 

-Peggy Gutzke  

 

 

mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

1047 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515  

630-968-0358 ● www.uccdg.org ● office@uccdg.org       

www.facebook.com/uccdg  

 

 

December 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor…………………….pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Michelle McNamara, Interim Assoc. Pastor……………...mcnamara@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…..  casanders3@gmail.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries …………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries….………..mcarin1m@aol.com 

Rachel Carreras, Administrative Secretary……………………adminsec@uccdg.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist………………………………..bill@symbolix.com 

James Hapke, Sunday School Coordinator………………….coordinator@uccdg.org 

Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison………......dave@davehumphreys.com 

Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House………………...tim@twowaystreet.org 

Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band ……………………...j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor…….……………...carll@uccdg.org 

Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry………………………….……...lenp@potterpro.com 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper……………………………....bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

 

First Congregational Learning Center 

Our program serves children from 6 weeks through 5 years of age. 

Kimberly Choate, Director—kchoate@uccdg.org 

630-206-4910 ● www.fclcdg.org 
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