
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       March 26, 2023  WORSHIP SERVICE  

 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS –  Pastor Michelle  

 

(READER:  Items in parentheses need not be read aloud during the announcements.  

This information is mostly convenience links to click for our online readers.)   

 

 Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ Downers Grove 

where no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are 

welcome here!   

 If you are a visitor today, we encourage you to take a look at the new Pew 

Card Packets.  Please fill out the Participate and Give cards, as you are 

comfortable, and place them in the offering plate, or hand them to an Usher.  

Feel free to keep the other two cards to learn more about our church.  Visit 

the WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW page of our website for links to what’s 

going on in the church!  (Online Readers: Sign up here to receive the Friday 

eNews and the current PILGRIM newsletter.)   

 Our Worship Service Times for Holy Week and Easter are:  Palm/Passion 

Sunday - Apr 02, 9:30am.  Maundy Thursday - Apr 06, 7:00pm.  Good Friday 

(Tenebrae) – Apr 07, 7:00pm.  Easter Morning April 09 – 6:00am Sunrise 

Service, 9:00am Traditional Worship, and 10:45am Contemporary Worship.   

 We have begun our Stewardship campaign, “Because of You, we are…”  

Annual Commitment Cards, the ways in which we support the church through 

both financial commitments and volunteering, are now available!  Please pick 

up a Card and Packet today, and don’t forget to turn in those commitments!   

 As we continue to strive to live out our congregational commitments to fully 

staff the mission and ministries of the church during the Because of You… giving 

campaign, we are looking for 2-3 members, short-term, 2-3 weeks only, to 

help us reach out to church members and connect with them to complete our 

giving campaign.  Will you please help us to help the church by working with 

http://uccdg.org/whats-happening-now
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/s9HLIfM/FCUCC
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your Stewardship Team as they seek to connect with all of our members?  

Please see Pastor Michelle, Cris Niels or Pastor Scott after worship.   

 Looking for another avenue of spiritual growth this Lent?  Always felt like you 

wanted to explore or discover more about the Bible but just never quite knew 

where to start or how to go about it?  Well then, consider joining us for Bible-

In-A-Year, where we’ll go through scripture and explore the Bible together in 

new and exciting ways that will help nurture our spirit and faith.   

 Following our Annual Meeting, the church remains without a Vice Moderator 

position.  This is a critical leadership position, as the Vice Moderator acts as 

the bridge between all our personnel operations and staff and the Church 

Council.  They also use that first year of their term to work with the 

Moderator and then transition to Moderator in the last year of their term.  

Will you prayerfully consider helping the church and it’s future leadership by 

becoming our new Vice Moderator?   

 Order your Easter Flowers TODAY and help beautify the Sanctuary for the 

Easter worship celebration.  Prices are the same as last year, and you can, 

once again, choose to take your flower home or donate it to one of our 

homebound members!  Turn in your order forms TODAY!  

 The OBERLE ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT will take place on Saturday, 

April 1st at 9:45am at West Ide Park in Woodridge.  See the eNews and 

Pilgrim for more details.   

 Our next Blood Drive will be Wednesday, April 05 from 3:00pm – 7:00pm in 

Fellowship Hall.  More information, and ways to register, can be found in the 

weekly eNews.  Walk-ins welcome!  Please come and give the gift of life!   

 Please join us on Sunday, April 16, at 11:00am in Fellowship Hall to learn how 

to create a Rain Garden with horticulturalist, Heather Peace.  A celebration of 

Faith Climate Week, the fun will include: a free brunch, free tote bag to the 

first 20 people to sign up, a chance to win a $30 gift card, and, of course, Rain 

Gardens!  Look for the sign-up slips in the Church Parlor and Fellowship Hall.   

 Mark your calendars!  On Saturday, April 22, 5:00pm – 9:00pm, our Youth will 

host a dinner and fundraiser, entitled This Is Us!, in Fellowship Hall, for the 

summer Mission Trips to Virginia and St. Louis.  We need scholarship funding 

for at least 4 of our Youth.  If you would like to donate wine, please drop it off 

at the Church Office during regular office hours.    

 We have resumed meal service to those who are food-insecure on Monday 

evenings, out of the Two Way Street Coffee House.  We are always in need of 

enthusiastic volunteers!  Visit the church website for the link to sign up. 

(Online Readers: click on this FCUCC Community Kitchen APRIL SignUp.)   

 Volunteering to be a Sunday School teacher / mentor is easy, and now you can 

see the lesson topics for each Sunday through May!  The physical teaching 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4fa9ad2ca3f4c34-april/105063330#/
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materials are available from Kimberly C or Jenni H.  (Online Readers: Sign up 

here at SS Volunteers.)   

 Need to drop-off or round-up your kiddos?  Sunday School locations are:   

 Preschool (age 2 thru Kindergarten) – Nursery Room, off the Parlor  

 1st Grade thru 3rd Grade – Chapel, 2nd floor  

 4th Grade thru 6th Grade – Youth Room, 6th floor   

 For those with children under 2 years old, please join us in the Nursery 

Room, off the Parlor  -or-  you can use the Children’s Corner in the 

back of the Parlor.   
 

 Sanctuary Flowers this Sunday are sponsored by:  Sandy Gales, in celebration of 

all her family’s Birthdays and Anniversaries!  

 

PRELUDE   

 

LIGHTING OF THE SPIRIT CANDLE – Samantha Cieski and Family  

 

OPENING SONG – This Is Amazing Grace – written by Riddle, Farro, Wickham, as 

performed by Phil Wickham   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP – Pastor Scott  

 

God of Breath and Wind  

Breathe new life into me this Lent.  

 

God of wind and flame  

Breathe new conviction and hope into us.  

 

God of Flesh and Blood  

Meet us in our humanity.  

 

God of Spirit and Wonder  

Meet us at the very depths of our soul.  You who know us, shape us.  

Guide us.  Transform us into the dreams You have for us as a people.  

Amen.   

 

CHILDREN’S SONG – Hymn #437 – Jesus Loves Me (vs. 1)  

 

MOMENT FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN – Pastor Scott  

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4daea722a6fbce9-sunday7
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

Shiloh Grace Travis  
 

     …Do you, members of this part of The Body of Christ, pledge to love  

SHILOH  as you love Jesus?  Will you join her in her discoveries of God’s 

presence, her questions and doubts, her hopes and her fears as she joins with the 

saints who have come before us, those who are present now, and those who will 

follow in our footsteps?  

 

CONGREGATION:  SHILOH,  we will walk with you in this journey of 

faith.  We will seek to help guide your own faith journey.  We will learn 

from you as God meets each of us along our faith walks.  May God 

nurture us and guide us to be living witnesses to God’s love, wherever 

that love may take us.  Amen.  

 

     …In baptism you are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked as Christ’s own, 

loved as a child of the Living God forever and ever.  Let us say a word of prayer:   

 

CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING   

 

SHILOH,  as your faith family near and far, we promise to care for you 

always as a member of this household of faith.  SHILOH, we pledge 

ourselves to you.  As long as God calls us to walk together, we will live  

out our baptismal promise as a loving community in Christ.  We 

promise to nurture you in faith, uphold you in prayer, and encourage 

you in love, to never let you forget that you are a Beloved Child of the 

Living God.  May you grow strong and sure in the embrace of your 

family and of your God.  Amen.  

 

BAPTISM SONG – A Mother’s Prayer by Rachel Aldous  

 

SHARING OF BAPTISM GIFTS – Ministry of Congregational Care  

 

PRAYER  

 

SCRIPTURE READING – Ezekiel 37:1-14 – Cris Niels   

 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  He led me all 

around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  

He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 

know.”  Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry 
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bones, hear the word of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  I will lay sinews on you and will 

cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and 

you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”  

 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them, but there was no breath in them.  Then he said to me, “Prophesy 

to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 

live.”  I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 

they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  

 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.  They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’  

Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open 

your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel.  And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open 

your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY – Come Alive (Dry Bones) – written by Daigle and Ferren, as 

performed by Lauren Daigle  

 

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION  

 

MESSAGE – Bring Out Your Dead! A Resurrection Story – Pastor Scott  

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  

Introduction of New Members  

Declarations of Membership  

Welcome  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Pastor Michelle  

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PRAYER  

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Debt/Debtors)  
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SHARING OF OUR GIFTS – Pastor Michelle  

 

OFFERING SONG – Desert Song – written by McCloghry and Fraser, as 

performed by Brooke Fraser / Hillsong United  

 

DOXOLOGY  

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below;  

Praise God above, ye heav’nly host;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen.   

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

 

BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE – The River  by Feliz, Silverberg, Wedgeworth, as performed by 

Jordan Feliz  
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