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Summer Mission Trip 

Opportunity   

 

For ages adult, collegiate and 

late high school (16 and up)  

 

It has been several years since 

our congregation has done 

what we did regularly, and it 

seemed annually, by traveling to storm-torn regions of the 

Midwest and lending a hand to families deeply affected by 

floods, fires and tornadoes.  The Kentucky/ Indiana Conference 

of the United Church of Christ has reached out to the Illinois 

conference UCC churches to see if we’d be interested in 

sending work crews down to Kentucky to assist people living in 

difficult circumstances there.  If you are interested in joining 

and helping to form a summer work team from the church 

please contact the Church Office, and Martin will put you in 

contact with the people in charge of this event.   

 

Summer mission trips not only help people through times of 

disaster and despair but they also form deep bonds with others 

in the church community.  You grow with one another, get to 

know others in the faith community better, and are taken out 

of our daily routines to have, perhaps, a unique moment to 

experience God, when more of our focus is on God for a long 

period of time together.   

 

In short, trips like these are often life and soul changing 

experiences.  We hope you’ll consider participating this 

summer in helping to meet the physical needs of a neighbor 

who is hurting, and in doing so finding the spiritual need and 

hunger met in ways we often don’t expect.   
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“We go on trips like these to help those that we feel are less 

fortunate.  We go to roof a house or gut a washed out home.  

But when we arrive we see the people affected by the tragedy.  

We hear their story.  And it suddenly becomes clear that the 

work we set out to do pales in comparison to the connection 

to our brother and sister that God had in store, that would 

change us both forever.”   

 

Sabbatical Journeys   

 

Mother Teresa, in her own spiritual journeys and journaling, 

once wrote, “God is a friend of silence.”  Things are born in 

quiet that cannot be heard in the din of our overly verbal days.  

Arsenius, one of the early Desert Fathers, said, “ I have often 

repented of having spoken, but never having kept silent.”  I find 

it rare that pastors, well at least this one, keep still or silent.   

 

But, maybe that is true for most of us;  always on the go.  

Always hopping from one big thing to whatever is coming next.  

At such a frenetic pace things are often missed, most especially, 

perhaps, fully being in any given moment, not distracted, not 

texting or looking at the phone, or waiting for a call, but fully in 

the moment — listening and being.   

 

Part of sabbatical time for me and time for all as a church 

community this summer is a challenge and goal to get into a 

spiritual rhythm after so much fluctuation of life and changes to 

‘normal’ routine.   

 

At the heart of that is connection;  with God and with one 

another.   

 

I look forward to a recharge of my own spiritual batteries and 
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getting some hands on involvement in missional activities that 

in juggling church, kids’ games and practices, and life at home 

have honestly just gotten away from me.  I always find it difficult 

to stay as close in my faith walk when these spiritual habits and 

practices are missing from my life.  I also am looking forward to 

reconnecting with the children I met decades ago in South 

Africa who are now in college or raising families of their own.  

But I also look forward to reconnecting with the Juvenile 

Detention ministries in Warrenville, and trying to push my own 

spiritual boundaries and fears to be a light and resource to kids 

who are struggling with those who believe in them, and try to 

help them pursue their dreams to break the cycle of 

incarceration.   

 

In recent years, where so much has drawn back or been 

postponed or cancelled, I look forward to reengagement and 

being hands-on in servant ministry again.  These are the things 

that fuel my own walk with God; I wonder what are the things 

that drive and fuel yours?  I hope over the months we are away 

from one another that, in getting back together as pastor and 

congregation, we can share together the ways God has been 

speaking to us, breathing new life into us, and inspiring us to 

live out our faith in our community and in our world.  In all 

things I am grateful that this congregation has made it possible 

to have the time to re-energize and regroup, such that I can 

serve God together with you to the best of my abilities.   

 

With gratitude,  

 

 

Pastor Scott   
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Stewardship/Generosity Update  

This is a version of a memo from Dave Williams to Greg Skiba 

bringing Greg up to date on where we stand, which Greg 

turned into our May Pilgrim article.   

Eric Nelson has written an update on financials which I shared 

with you, with the major concern being the large difference be-

tween actual pledges vs goal. The difference is just under 

$80,000; and then we have the planned deficit of $31,000 on 

top. Pledge units are down I think to 117 from last year's 124 

which was down from 2020. We haven't physically contacted 

those that did not pledge yet but have sent follow up e-mails.  

It is very possible that people will step up and all will be fine. 

We just don't know. We are very fortunate to have financial re-

serves and an endowment, but we are also at a crossroads as 

to what our generosity gifts will be from the congregation for 

us to move forward. 

As has been discussed before, the pandemic has created so 

much uncertainty and so many moving parts, that it makes it 

very difficult to draw any meaningful conclusions, other than 

things have changed and we don't know to what extent. I think 

it's too early to tell if we are really in trouble or not, but it is 

important that everyone know where we stand, as Eric will re-

port. Our task as Stewardship Ministry is to continue to send 

the message encouraging generosity, both in financial and time/

talents and develop a sustainable funding program. We also 

need to really keep a tight rein on expenses, although mainte-

nance expenses at both sites are chipping away at us.   

What the above information does provide, along with the deci-

sion for hiring Benjamin Junious full-time as Director for Chil-

dren and Youth, is clarity and the reality that we cannot afford 

another full-time Pastor, YET — even as we continue to 

acknowledge that Pastor Scott cannot do ALL the pastoral and 
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ministerial work by himself.  With the “Convergence” survey 

behind us, and it’s affirming a set of important recommenda-

tions for us to work on, this is the time to pause (even briefly), 

and really think through what action opportunities we may take 

going forward. I am not sure who all (including our consultants) 

will agree with that, but I think that is our reality. 

I really do agree we are “in the wilderness” as a people of God 

(I know I am), but that gives us the opportunity to discern to-

gether what we believe God is calling us to BE and to DO. So 

we do need to take seriously HOW we are to listen and act 

accordingly as God’s people together! Do we go ahead with 

the discernment process now of planning for the new proper-

ty? I think the answer is yes, but until we get the Focus Group 

established and who with experienced resource groups will 

help us determine desirable and economically viable options 

for the congregation, we won't know. People also need to un-

derstand it's much harder to move forward with the property 

when we are treading, or are under water, in other areas. I 

know we are hopeful that the property motivates us forward 

as a church, and if so, we must do our best with God’s guidance 

to make that happen.   

If ever there was a time of exercising a "leap of faith", this is it. I 

have been struggling with everything, but after reading the Mar-

tin Luther King book, “To The Mountaintop”, I think I have a 

clearer vision. So many scripture references and his sermons 

had many parallels to what we as a church and a nation are fac-

ing right now.  

In conclusion, your Stewardship/Generosity Ministry needs 

help in getting back to full strength and to tackle our church’s 

Funding Sustainability issue. Thank you for all your congrega-

tional support throughout this challenging season. 

Your Stewardship/Generosity Team 
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AND BUDGET 

 

This is a very important discussion of our financial projections 

for the year.  This includes the 2022 budget, actual year to date 

(YTD) 3/31/2022 results, and projections for the year.   

The 2022 budget reflects income of $764,300 and expense of 

$796,100 for a Deficit of ($31,800).  This was based on pledges 

of $495,000.  The actual pledges are $417,600, which is $77,400 

below the budgeted amount.  This significant change in contri-

butions increases the Deficit to ($109,200).  The budget also 

relies on receiving unpledged contributions of $70,000, which 

are 26,200 YTD.   

These budget figures include an annual $100,000, year-end, 

transfer from the Endowment.  A similar amount has been 

transferred for many years to strengthen the budget.  Endow-

ment balance $2,144,800.     

3/31/2022 YTD info.  Actual: Income $208,400, Expense 

$210,200, Deficit ($1,800).  Budgeted numbers are: Income 

$184,700, Expense $212,700, Deficit ($28,000).  The reasons 

are that the actual Pledge amount is $142,500 which is $19,000 

over budget, of $123,800, and Unpledged of $26,200 is $8,500 

over budget.   

Pledge contributions start the year out high due to some peo-

ple prepaying their entire pledge in the first quarter.  

There are some reserve sources, on hand, to reduce the 

($109,200) Deficit.   

Budget Reserve $29,300.  Positive results from 2021.   

General Reserve $57,000.  These funds are available for ex-

penses.   
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$86,300 – Deficit ($109,200) = ($22,900)  

Remember, this Deficit is before any additional unbudgeted 

expenses during the year.  We will pay our bills using these 

reserves, additional contributions, and available cash in oper-

ating accounts.  I know it's early in the year, with a lot of un-

known variables.  We must be very cautious with our ex-

penditures during the year.   

I expect to make quarterly reports to keep everyone up to 

speed.  Come 3rd quarter, we'll be on the home stretch.  I 

know things will be on the upswing.   

Eric Nelson – Treasurer  
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EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT – YOUTH ARE 

COMING BACK AND WE’RE GOING TO SHOUT IT! 

Please join Faith Formation for Youth Empowerment University’s 

(Y-EmpowerU) Kickoff Event on Sunday, May 22nd at 11:00am in 

Fellowship Hall.   

 

 

 

 

Y-

EmpowerU will operate as a dynamic youth centered program that 

captures, ignites, and encourages young people, ages 12-18, to 

continue exploring their faith and themselves in safe and affirming 

spaces.  Come learn more about how you and your family can get 

involved in this next level opportunity!  

If you are unable to attend, please contact Benjamin Junious 

(bcjucc@gmail.com) with any questions you may have.  

 

Faith Climate Action Series  

In partnership with Interfaith Power & Light, First 

Congregational United Church of Christ has joined Faith 

Climate Action!  Throughout the upcoming weeks First 

Congregational United Church of Christ will be participating in 

the Faith Climate Action Series, to promote awareness of and 

encourage participation in climate issues.   

This week during our Sunday worship (May 1 at 9:30am) we 

will show a short video presentation featuring our own 

FCUCC youth sharing their thoughts and feelings about 

climate issues.   

Stay tuned to this space (!) for news about future events.   
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Sunday School Volunteers Needed! 

Give the gift of Faith Formation to our church youth.  We are 

always looking for Sunday School volunteers.  If you are able to 

help out and want to volunteer, you can sign up for Sundays in 

2022 here!   

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In God’s Peace,    

Faith Formation Ministry  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4daea722a6fbce9-sunday6
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Denise Hoytt,  

Christian 

Community 

 

Hello!  It’s a very 

interesting and 

humbling challenge to 

write about yourself.  

My name is Denise, and I have been married to Ken for 52 

years already (we were just babies!).   

We have 3 adult daughters who married 3 amazing guys.  I am a 

retired Hershey’s rep, and before Hershey I worked as a sales 

rep, trainer and contract salesperson for GE large appliances.   

I don’t really have a hobby, but do keep busy.  I am a proud 

“Mema” to eight wonderful grandkids and sincerely enjoy 

watching them grow and learn.  The oldest is 11½, the 

youngest is four.  I LOVE cheering them on from the sidelines 

of their sports: Hockey, Baseball, Volleyball and Soccer.  (Proud 

to say that I haven’t been carded by a ref once!)   

When not watching games or chauffeuring kids, I love to relax 

with a book and cup of coffee on the Living room couch with 

my two rescue dogs.  It’s my favorite spot because it houses a 

large aviary with seven rescued birds.  They keep my heart 

happy with their cheerful chirps.   

In addition, I’ve also had a few volunteer positions.  The most 

memorable was serving on the board of education in my kids’ 

grammar school for four years.  I was even fortunate enough to 

have been able to hand two of my daughters their eighth grade 

diplomas at their graduations.   

I’ve served on a few committees in our previous church, but 

excited that we, Ken and I, joined this church (FCUCC-DG) 
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about 10 years ago.  I have learned so much from working with 

the very dedicated, caring people on the Fellowship and now 

Christian Community Teams.  I think my all time favorite 

activity with that group is the Annual Pet Blessing, which has 

been temporarily delayed due to COVID).  I love it here, and 

continue to learn and grow as a member of this very devoted, 

inclusive and affirming congregation.   

Family and friends pretty much encompass my “social life.”  I 

am so grateful to my recently deceased Mom (92 years) for 

being the incredible matriarch of a family that sincerely loves 

and cares for one another, even as we continue to grow in age 

and numbers.    

In addition, I have amazing and supportive friends, most of 

which have been a part of my life for more than four decades.  

Twelve of us started as a neighborhood “bunco” group.  Now, 

in addition to monthly gatherings, we do an annual vacation in 

the fall (and sometimes on a sunny beach).  These women are 

my therapy and my confidantes.  I was, and am, graced with the 

love and support of family and friends.   

If given a choice for a life redo, I’m not certain if I would change 

a thing.  I cherish the past, but look forward to the wonders of 

life that await me.  My favorite quote…  “Don’t look back… 

you’re not going that way”   
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monthly to discuss books of interest, selected by book club 

members.  We have been meeting for over eight years and have 

read over 100 books!  Come join us for the love of reading.  

April's meeting is Wednesday, May 4 at 6:30 PM in room 503.   

This month’s book selection is "The Great Circle" by Maggie 

Shipstead.  If you have any other questions please don’t hesitate 

to contact Linda Schranz at Lsmedia52@gmail.com, or 

phone or text Linda at 630-464-0426.  Hope you will choose 

to join us!   

 

 

 

 

And One for the Guys…   

Are you looking for a group of guys to discuss thought-

provoking books?  Look no further:  We are in the beginning 

stages of forming an on-going men’s book group to meet once 

a month.   

Our next meeting will be Saturday,  May 21 at 8:00am 

in the Parlor.   

We will discuss the book NicThe great Divorce by C. S. Lewis.  If 

you would like to know more about this month’s book 

selection, or if you have any other questions please contact 

Tom Eisenhart at teisenhart@yahoo.com  or  

312-925-6949.  See you there!   

mailto:Lsmedia52@gmail.com
mailto:teisenhart@yahoo.com
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s Free Little Pantry  

Thank you to everyone who 

has been supporting this 

pantry!  The unsheltered and 

other people in our 

community who are not 

homeless but are 

experiencing food insecurity have been using this pantry in 

front of our church for the last nine months.  We are 

continuing to stock the pantry with non-perishable food and 

personal items.  To help us continue this effort, please donate 

to the pantry using this updated link for a full list of acceptable 

items.  If you have any questions please e-mail Kathy 

Gajewski.  Thank you to everyone who has been supporting 

this pantry!   

 

 

 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDAR!  

Pastor Scott’s last sermon 

before his well-earned 

sabbatical will take place on 

Sunday, May 22.   

 

The Sabbatical Committee invites the congregation to give 

him a proper (and temporary) send-off!  We’ll mark the 

occasion during the service and have a special, sweet bon 

voyage reception afterward, ideally held outside.  Mark your 

calendar and look for more details in the May Pilgrim.  

https://files.constantcontact.com/b0768762501/3db5f35d-7b01-4b9d-95e6-de95a65c495f.pdf
mailto:kag0405@gmail.com
mailto:kag0405@gmail.com
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Everyone is welcome! Bring a friend.  Future Dates:  

May 06—TBD  

May 20—Stitch and Chat*** in the Church Parlor  

*** You don't need to bring anything to stitch.  Just come to 

chat!  Contact me if you have any questions.  Peggy Gutzke:   

630-632-3014 (mobile)   peggy.gutzke@gmail.com   

 

Community Kitchen MAY Sign-Up 

Now Available 

Hello Community Kitchen Supporters! 

The May SignUp Genius is available.  

Follow this  link  to the MAY 2022 

SignUp Genius to sign up to serve with 

us at the Community Kitchen.  Please take a look and see 

where you might be able to help out.  Friday meals are very 

flexible.  If you can't make meatloaf, bring a casserole.  If you 

don't want to bring fruit or jello, bring a tossed salad. It will all 

work.   

The number of guests we're serving is rising.  22-23 is not 

uncommon right now.  So we're asking for 12 servings instead 

of 10 so we're sure to have enough.   

Thank you so much for your ongoing support of our food 

insecure neighbors.  This mission has been a blessing in many 

ways and we want to continue as long as there is a need.   

If you have any questions, please call Mary Dove at 630-935-

6166.   

Thank you!!!   

mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084eabad2aa5f85-community17
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The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor ..........................  pastorscott@uccdg.org 

The Rev. Michelle McNamara, Transitional Pastor  ..................  mmcnamara@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation  ..........  casanders3@gmail.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries  ...........................................  kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries  .......................  mcarin1m@aol.com 

Dan Grajczyk, Custodian  ........................................................................  custodian@uccdg.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist  ...................................................................  bill@symbolix.com 

Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison  .....................  dave@davehumphreys.com 

Benjamin Junious, Director of Children/Youth Ministries  .................  bcjucc@gmail.com 

Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House  .............................. tim@twowaystreet.org 

Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band  .............................................  j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

Martin Pazdioch, Office Administrator  ...............................................  adminsec@uccdg.org 

Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry  .............................................................  lenp@potterpro.com 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper  .........................................................  bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

Joey Vana, Audio Specialist  ...............................................................  catharsismusic@live.com 

 

First Congregational Learning Center 

Our program serves children ages 6 weeks — 5 years  .............  www.fclcdg.org 

Kimberly Choate, Director  ......................................................  kchoate@uccdg.org 

   630-206-4910 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

1047 Curtiss Street,  Downers Grove, IL  60515  

630-968-0358 | uccdg.org | office@uccdg.org  

www.facebook.com/uccdg  
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