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                Resolutions, celebrations, Auld Lang Syne; the New Year 

is a time I hope to reflect, to take inventory of life, of our faith and 

of our relationships.  As we look to the new possibilities of 2022 

we think about what was and perhaps what could have been in 

2021.  Behind all of the questions and reflections is the basic one; 

what kind of life am I living? 

                As some of you may know our last series of Daily 

devotions for the 2021 year were on light and dark and how both 

are spoken of in Scripture.  I found the topic of darkness fairly 

fascinating after reading the book Learning to Walk in the Dark by 

Barbara Brown Taylor.  In it, Taylor says that she defines darkness 

as anything that scares her; from small things perhaps like spiders to 

getting dementia, climate change and our level of violence.   

                But her main point is 

that when we face or go through 

things that scare us we learn 

things spiritually that we cannot 

learn when all is light.   

                Scripture says it a little 

differently, “Yea, when I walk 

through the valley of death I will 

fear no evil, for Thou art with 

me.  Thy rod and thy staff they 

comfort me.”   

                The Hebrew word there that we so often translate 

death is really darkness, quite literally the valley where I cannot see 

the light and the clarity of God’s presence is clouded.   But in the 

midst of the fear and the unknown of what may come in the 

impending dawn, is the confidence that God has us in God’s grip.   

                Some of us may need to hear that message again at times 

that have felt so uncertain.  I know that I have throughout the 

course of this past year.  Maybe perhaps you have at times too.   

                I close with this small adage that I am fond of;  we 
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cannot change the past, nor can we know the future.  All we have is 

this present time and the present is truly a gift from God.   

                May you and I strive to be present in our present 

moments that God may be visible in us.  Happy New Year!  I look 

forward to serving shoulder to should with you and am excited for 

what God’s spirit is working in this people and this place.   
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Stewardship (Generosity) Update  

Writing this just before Christmas gives us a chance to reflect 

on a continuing difficult if not frustrating year with the ever-

present mutating virus. For some, it has been a time of sadness 

as we lost family or friends to the pandemic, and for many 

others the continued stress from constantly changing school, 

work, and family schedules from Covid have been 

overwhelming. But through it all, we know that the love of 

Jesus is with us through the Gospels and the actions and 

support from our church family and our wonderful caring and 

compassionate staff and clergy, knowing how generous and 

giving God is, if we just open our eyes and ears to what is being 

shown and told to us.  

2021 Update with slightly over a week left –  

Financial Gifts – Treasurer Eric Nelson reported to Council 

that we ended November approximately $27,000 to the good, 

the result of reduced expenditures from lower facility use from 

the pandemic and unfilled staff positions that have recently 

been filled, along with continued strong giving from our 

generous congregants. Eric and Stewardship were cautiously 

optimistic that with well attended Christmas services (the 

weather looked promising) and a strong end of the year giving, 

our original deficit of $22,000 would turn into a slight surplus 

giving us great momentum into 2022.   
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Time & Talent Gifts - We continued to work on filling out 

leadership and supporter positions for our Ministry and Teams 

through presentations, Ministry Fairs and finally through the 

filling out of “Leaves” during services leading up to 

Thanksgiving. Please consider how your time and talents can 

help your church and ministries in our journey out from the 

wilderness caused by the pandemic allowing us to do more for 

others. 

2022 Stewardship/Generosity Campaign starts January 

- Our annual generosity campaign will start after January 1, 

following the advice of consultants, other successful churches 

and our own 2021 actions. Our Giving/Generosity brochure 

will be sent soon after the release of the 2021 financials, so we 

have a clearer idea of how we did in 2021 as well as providing a 

springboard for 2022. The date for the annual meeting has been 

tentatively set by Council for Sunday, February 14th. We will 

continue to build upon the theme of “Rooted in Faith, Growing 

to Serve in Love,” but also recognizing our journey out of the 

wilderness. The 2022 budget is being worked on as we look at 

full staffing and getting back to normal expense patterns 

creating another challenging year. Please prayerfully consider 

how you can show your gratitude for God’s gifts in the giving 

of your time and talents through volunteering, as well as your 

financial resources. We are looking at 2022 as the “year of re-

engagement”.  
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Convergence/FCUCC -DG Futures Survey - The 

Convergence Assessment report was presented to the Council 

at their December 19th meeting, and the Futures Working 

Group is now working on a date and the best way to formally 

present the study findings and recommendations to the 

congregation, while sharing what the next steps will be in our 

quest to investigate and put the best into action. Stay tuned for 

further details. 

End of the Year Generosity Guide - E-blasts were sent 

highlighting opportunites including special tax incentives to 

make the impact of your generosity even greater.  We also 

reminded our donors to use our endowment fund manager 

and transfer agent, United Church Funds when giving stock and 

mutual funds, as this is done at minimal cost with more of your 

gift going to your church. You can contact our bookkeeper, Kim 

Rutter (bookkeeper@uccdg.org or at 630-206-4903 for more 

information.  

Step Up Campaign – E-blasts were sent out looking to 

either reduce or eliminate the outstanding $30,000 resulting 

from increases construction costs. Thanks to all our generous 

donors in making this a reality.  

 

Thankfully - Your Stewardship & Generosity Ministry  
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Gratitude from the Coat Drive Coordinators 

The Ministry of Congregational Care, along with Mission and 

Justice and our liaison Tom Williams, would like to extend a 

“warm” thank you to so many parishioners for their effort, 

time and generosity in making this “winter” a little more 

tolerable for those in need in our community.   

Requests were made by 24 people in need of waterproof coats 

and other winter clothing (thermal underwear, waterproof 

gloves, hats, etc.). Thirty-seven of you answered with your 

hearts, your financial donations, and your shopping stamina by 

providing them with these new clothing items. Not only were 

your financial donations of over $3,400 able to provide the 

coats and other warm clothing for these 24, but the remaining 

$1,000 will continue to support them (e.g., boots) and support 

others who come to the attention of the ministerial staff or to 

those at the Community Kitchen. The Coat Drive might have 

closed its closet doors, but that does not mean that we, as a 

church, will close our doors on continuing to support those in 

need. Gail Jaroski and Patty Lewis would like to thank you for 

providing the financial support and for helping us do the 

shopping (within a 48 hour period after the request was made) 

and for heeding our warning that “Winter is 

Coming.” Congregational Care would like to dedicate this 

d emon s t r a t i o n  o f 

c o m p a s s i o n  a n d 

generosity to the 

memory of Ann Mullen, 

who was so instrumental 

in the Coat Drive 

thriving for so many 

years in the past.   
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Gratitude from the Night Ministry and the Ministry of 

Congregational Care  

 

 

We Thank You Very Much.  Because of generous donations we 

stuffed 40 socks and gave a box-load of toys to the Night 

Ministry. So, thank you very much from the Mission and Justice 

Ministry and the Night Ministry.   
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Bill Hammack 

Barb and I have been 

members here at 

First Congregational 

for almost 35 years, 

so I suspect we’re 

not strangers to 

many of you, but 

since I mostly reside 

in my little elevated 

perch above the sanctuary, I’m not always seen.  

My title is “A/V Specialist” and about 90% of what I do is 

putting words and images on the sanctuary screens. I’m a 

graphic designer.  I also design the chancel lighting and 

projection equipment and handle audio when necessary. I work 

closely with our other two tech wizards, Joey Vanna and Len 

Potter. Together we are The Three Amigos of Tech. 

Many of you who know me know that my background is in 

theatre. While worship is not theatre by a long shot, it does 

share some of the same elements. We try to create a pleasing 

and welcoming look on the chancel, with lighting that also 

enhances our broadcast. A couple of years ago, we invested a 

good deal of money in all-LED lighting, which not only is largely 

maintenance free, but also consumes only about 20% of the 

wattage of our previous lighting fixtures while giving us color 

flexibility. 

Worship is an immersive experience, and it’s very visual. I was 

brought into the picture 16 years ago, when we determined 

that our worship experience would be greatly enhanced by 

using projections for hymn lyrics and scripture. Since then, our 

graphics have become more sophisticated, as well as more 

encompassing. I try to marry text with images that are 
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thematic and help to illustrate a particular mood or message, 

sometimes using stock images and often enhanced with 

PhotoShop. This can be a time-consuming process, and 

sometimes it doesn’t work. Often an image will look great on 

my computer screen but doesn’t translate well to projections.  

I don’t always hear much in the way of feedback from the 

congregation, possibly because I’ve been doing this so long, but 

I assume you like what you see or you would let me know. I 

welcome any criticism, positive or negative. You can reach me 

at bill@symbolix.com or lasso me after church. 

 

Peace, 

— Bill 
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Women's Fellowship 

Everyone is welcome! Bring a friend.  

Jan 07 9:30am—Breakfast at Lumes Brunch Café, 900 Plainfield 

Road, Willowbrook, IL 60527  

Please let Peggy know if you plan oncoming so I know how big 

a table to get.  

 

Jan 21 9:30am—Stitch and Chat in the Church Parlor 

You don't need to bring anything to stitch.  Just come to chat!  

Contact me if you have any questions. 

Peggy Gutzke   630-632-3014 (mobile)  

peggy.gutzke@gmail.com 

 

Future Dates: 

Feb 04—Breakfast at Egg Harbor in downtown DG 

Feb 18—Stitch and Chat in the Church Parlor 

Mar 04—Breakfast at Stevens 

Mar 18—Stitch and Chat in the Church Parlor 

Apr 08—TBD 

Apr 22—Stitch and Chat in the Church Parlor 

May 06—TBD 

May 20—Stitch and Chat in the Church Parlor 

mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
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Community Kitchen Signup 

It's hard to believe it's time to think 

about January of 2022!  

We've passed the one year 

anniversary of Community Kitchen.  

From December 1, 2020 through 

November 30, 2021, along with all 

the other churches and groups 

involved, we've collectively served 7,211 meals to our Downers 

Grove neighbors in need.  Thank you so much for playing a part 

in this and for your ongoing dedication to this mission.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click on the link below to view the online sign up sheet 

for January and see if you can help in any way.  If you'd like to 

act as the lead volunteer some night, please call me.  I'll arrange 

for you to shadow a lead so you'll be confident to serve in this 

capacity.  Please call Mary Dove at 630-935-6166 with any 

questions.  

Follow this link to the NEW 2022 Signup Genius to sign up to 

serve with us at the Community 

Kitchen.  If you want more 

information, please contact Mary 

Dove at marykdove@gmail.com.  

http://click.signupgenius.com/f/a/1lRV-l3dmz1ETe72tbm7Ow~~/AAFPrwA~/RgRjn2kgP0RKaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lnbnVwZ2VuaXVzLmNvbS9nby85MDQwODRFQUJBRDJBQTVGODUtY29tbXVuaXR5MTMlMkYxMDUwNjMzMzBXA3NwY0IKYbog5LxhIXRsjVISYWRtaW5zZWNAdWNjZGcub3JnWAQAAAAD
mailto:marykdove@gmail.com


 13 

 

T
w

o
-W

a
y
 S

tr
e
e
t 

C
o

ff
e
e
 H

o
u

se
 



 14 

 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor ..........................  pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Michelle McNamara, Interim Assoc. Pastor  ......................  mmcnamara@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation  ..........  casanders3@gmail.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries  ...........................................  kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries  .......................  mcarin1m@aol.com 

Dan Gracjzk, Custodian  ..........................................................................  custodian@uccdg.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist  ...................................................................  bill@symbolix.com 

Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison  .....................  dave@davehumphreys.com 

Benjamin Junious, Youth Coordinator  .....................................................  bcjucc@gmail.com 

Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House  .............................. tim@twowaystreet.org 

Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band  .............................................  j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

Martin Pazdioch, Office Administrator  ...............................................  adminsec@uccdg.org 

Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry  .............................................................  lenp@potterpro.com 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper  .........................................................  bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

Karaçan Sayrum Thomas, Youth Coordinator  .....................................  kstucc@gmail.com 

Joey Vana, Audio Specialist  ...............................................................  catharsismusic@live.com 

 

First Congregational Learning Center 

Our program serves children ages 6 weeks — 5 years  .............  www.fclcdg.org 

Kimberly Choate, Director  ......................................................  kchoate@uccdg.org 

   630-206-4910 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

1047 Curtiss Street,  Downers Grove, IL  60515  

630-968-0358 | uccdg.org | office@uccdg.org  

www.facebook.com/uccdg  
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