
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 May 15, 2022  WORSHIP SERVICE  

 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS –  Pastor Scott  

 

 Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ Downers Grove 

where no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are 

welcome here!   

 Want to have a better understanding about what we’ll be talking about in 

church next Sunday?  Then look no further than Church without Borders!  Online 

Bible study is Tuesday nights at 7:00pm.  The Zoom discussion follows, that link 

can be found on Facebook and our Website.   

 Coffee Hour is back!  Please contact Denise Hoytt (denisehoytt@me.com), 

Rosalie Oppenheim (mandroppenheim@att.net), or Karen Nachtigall 

(karennachtigall@gmail.com) to volunteer.  The Sign-Up Sheet can be found on 

the bulletin board outside the Parlor.  We got this!   

 You can sign up NOW to volunteer for Rotary GroveFest, June 23-26.  For 

each shift worked, Rotary GroveFest will pay a stipend of $40 to our church, up 

to a total of $1,000.  Visit https://rotarygrovefest.com/volunteer/ or go to 

the WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW page of our website for the link to see job 

descriptions and available day/time volunteer shifts.  Be sure to indicate "First 

Congregational UCC" in the comments section when you sign up.   

 We are looking for volunteers to help with a special, Church Garage Sale 

Event on Saturday, June 25, 10:00am — 5:00pm during Rotary GroveFest.  We 

will need people for a variety of duties.  To volunteer, please use this SignUp 

Genius link (also found in the eNews.)  Thank you.   

 VBS is also back!  This summer’s Vacation Bible School is entitled, “Grow 

With God,” and is for the whole family.  Mon, June 20 thru Thurs, June 23, 

5:30pm – 8:00pm.  The link to register can be found on the WHAT’S 

HAPPENING NOW page of our website.   
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 As we have moved from a fall time of financial commitments to the church 

to a calendar year financial campaign, please note that the Stewardship Team will 

be contacting all of us on our financial support for the ministries of the church.  

Our early first quarter has not been a great one, and we are, thus far, behind our 

goals for this year, so please let’s pitch in to meet our financial commitments as a 

faith community.   

 Please check the Friday eNews for even more information about the many 

opportunities to engage with our church.  Not getting the eNews emails?  You 

can sign up on the WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW page of our website!   

 

 Sanctuary Flowers this Sunday are sponsored by:  none this Sunday   

 

PRELUDE – Justin Kono  

 

OPENING SONG – Holy Spirit by Francesca Battistelli  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP – (Responsive) – Pastor Michelle  

 

The church is not a place, but a people.   

We are united by a love that called us before we could speak its name. 

This faith community does not exist unto itself but is meant to be sent as a 

witness and light to the power of God into our communities and into the world. 

It is up to us to carry hope, compassion, peacemaking, reconciliation, 

grace, forgiveness and love that the world might see and know God 

through us.   

I am the church.  You are the church.  We are the church together.  

May it be so.  Amen.  

 

MOMENT FOR THE CHILDREN OF GOD – Benjamin Junious  

 

SCRIPTURE READING – Psalm 148 :1-6, 11-14 – Harriet Plumpp  

 

Praise the LORD!  

 

Praise the LORD from the heavens! 

    Praise him from the skies! 

Praise him, all his angels! 

    Praise him, all the armies of heaven! 

http://uccdg.org/whats-happening-now
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Praise him, sun and moon! 

    Praise him, all you twinkling stars! 

Praise him, skies above! 

    Praise him, vapors high above the clouds! 

Let every created thing give praise to the LORD, 

    for he issued his command, and they came into being. 

He set them in place forever and ever. 

    His decree will never be revoked.  
 

kings of the earth and all people, 

    rulers and judges of the earth, 

young men and young women, 

    old men and children. 

Let them all praise the name of the LORD. 

    For his name is very great; 

    his glory towers over the earth and heaven! 

He has made his people strong, 

    honoring his faithful ones— 

    the people of Israel who are close to him.  

 

Praise the LORD!   

 

SCRIPTURE READING – John 13:31-35 – Dana Boersma  

 

As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, “The time has come for the Son of Man 

to enter into his glory, and God will be glorified because of him.  And since God 

receives glory because of the Son, he will give his own glory to the Son, and he 

will do so at once.  Dear children, I will be with you only a little longer.  And as I 

told the Jewish leaders, you will search for me, but you can’t come where I am 

going.  So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other.  Just as I 

have loved you, you should love each other.  Your love for one another will 

prove to the world that you are my disciples.”   

 

MUSIC MINISTRY – The Commission by Cain  

 

MESSAGE – If you want to follow Jesus there’s one thing you have to know… And do.  

  Pastor Scott 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS – Pastor Michelle  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC – Hymn #680 – Borning Cry (vss. 1, 2, 3)  
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CONFIRMATION OF FAITH  

 

2022 COMFIRMANDS:   

Sophia Boersma  Christopher Brand  

Atticus Fair  Ainsley Gales  

Justin Heydorn  Duncan Owen   

 

Being confirmed at our sister church, Lyons UCC:  Gwen Gronke  

 

Treasured members of this confirmation group who are not being confirmed but 

who have shared some of this faith journey and are a beloved part of us are 

friends:  Luke Prescott and Lucia Madden.   

 

QUESTIONS TO THE CONFIRMANDS 

 

Pastor Scott:  Your parents and grandparents introduced you to God and 

Christianity, sharing prayer and faith stories with you.  Through your baptism, 

they, along with this the people of this congregation, made promises of faith on 

your behalf.  They promised to teach you about the stories of our faith; to teach 

you about God and the kinds of things God calls us to embody as God’s people.  

But now, the choice to enter into relationship with God as a Christ follower 

becomes your decision. The question of “Who do you say that I am” becomes 

yours to answer in a lifelong journey with God.   And so, you all have worked 

together to understand what confirming belief in Jesus as Lord and Savior of your 

lives means, and what it may cost you to follow Jesus in your life as disciples.  Is it 

your desire to confirm this relationship with God in Jesus the Christ through the 

Holy Spirit as your own?  If this is your desire this day – please respond:  

 

Confirmands:  Yes, I choose this journey with God in Christ from this day 

forward.   

 

Pastor Michelle:  You have also learned what it is to be a part of the church, not 

as a building but as a people.  Each of you possesses different talents, gifts, and 

personalities that help make the church, the church.  Each of you is a unique and 

exceptional partner on this journey of faith, created with purpose and called by 

name.   

 

Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of First Congregational 

United Church of Christ, actively participating in worship and working with your 

faith family as we together seek to reach out and connect people to God and to 

one another in the love of Christ?   
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Confirmands:  I do.   

 

Benjamin:  The life and teachings of Jesus are not easy to follow.  This walk with 

God will require much of you.  It will require faith, courage, and daily choices to 

follow Jesus even at times when it might not be easy or popular to do so.  Is it 

your desire this day to open your whole life to God, so that those who know you 

might see your life and know that God is at the heart of who you are, who you 

seek to be, and what you stand for?  

 

Confirmands:  It is.  I will seek to follow Jesus with everything that I have.  

 

Pastor Scott:  Confirmation is not an ending point but rather a beginning, an 

equipping for a life-long journey with God.  It is not a “religion” practiced for an 

hour on Sunday, but a way of choosing to live that relates God’s kingdom in 

everything we are.   

 

We recognize today that none of us is perfect.  There will be detours along the 

way; moments when we make mistakes and lose our way.  There will be times 

when life gets complicated and faith is stretched to its limits.  But we also 

recognize, as you confirm the blessings of your baptism, that it is God who 

remains always faithful.  We never journey alone.  The Holy Spirit is our daily 

guide.  Will you seek God’s wisdom and guidance; committing to a practice of 

prayer and openness to what God might reveal to you in your life?  

 

Confirmands:  Yes.  I ask God’s wisdom and guidance as I seek to reflect 

God’s light in my life each day.   

 

Pastor Scott, To The Congregation:  And do you, brothers and sisters of First 

Congregational United Church of Christ, who have shared so much of the faith 

journey with these young adults before they could even speak God’s name… will 

you continue your encouragement, your prayer, your wisdom and your desire to 

learn from them as well, as together we work to bring people closer to God and 

to one another in the hope, faith and love of Christ?  If so, please respond:  

 

Congregation:  We will!  

 

Pastor Scott:  And now because of the work and commitment you have each 

made, preparing yourselves for a life of discipleship, we will ask each of you to 

come forward one at a time, alphabetically, to be confirmed in the Christian faith, 

receiving your church family’s blessing and support and prayers, and to pray for 

God’s Holy Spirit to be with you and guide you in your journey of faith.  Each 
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confirmand will be introduced by their mentor, and the scripture they have 

chosen will be read by their mentor.   

 

SHARING OF FAITH VERSES, FAITH STATEMENTS, AND THE LAYING ON 

OF HANDS 

 

Mentors, family, and friends are invited to come forward and to join us in the laying 

on of hands and prayer. 

 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS TO THE CONFIRMANDS – Pastor Scott  

 

THANKS TO TEACHERS AND MENTORS  

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE – Pastor Michelle  

 

PRAYER  

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Debt/Debtors)  

 

CLOSING SONG – Hymn #559 – Here I Am, Lord (vss. 1, 3)  

 

BENEDICTION – Pastor Scott  

 

POSTLUDE – Carried Me With You from Onward  

 

 

 


