
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___COMMUNITY CONTEMPLATIVE ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS – Pastor Scott  

 

PRELUDE  

 

HYMN – Gathered Here  (New Century Hymnal 742)  

 

Gathered here in the mystery of this hour.  

Gathered here in one strong body.  

Gathered here in the struggle and power.   

Spirit, draw near.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP – Pastor Michelle 

 

If our very being was a home, then I would pray— 

 may love be the foundation. 

May you, oh God, be the cornerstone. 

May the Spirit be the windows 

 — God allow your light in. 

 may hope line the halls 

 — holding us together. 

In this time of worship, may we move toward building that inner home. 

God you are here, even now. 

Let us give thanks for a foundation of love. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY  

 

 A: We have gathered in a foundation of love, as we do so, 

   we hope for a world where all are fed 

   a world with more bridges than walls. 

   a world with wide open doors. 

   a world with contagious laughter. 
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B: We hope for a world where trees grow tall, and creeks run clean. 

     a world where all people feel at home— 

     in their bodies, in the church, in a physical home. 

A: We hope for that world. 

     long for that world. 

     pray for that world. 

B: We light the candle of hope, as we wait – carrying this hope within us.  Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE READING – Hebrews 11:1–3  

 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the 

worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 

things that are not visible.  

 

A: Faithfully gathered in a foundation of love, waiting in hope 

     we pray for peace. 

B: we long for peace— 

A: peace that rests between us and our grief, 

 a peace bridging between us and our self-criticism, 

 peace dwelling with our anxiety, 

B: peace amidst our relationships, 

     peace at the core of our being, 

     peace permeating through our world. 

A: We long for that peace, woven into the fibers of our being. One that it will  

 dwell within our home.  We light this candle as we wait for peace— 

  

SCRIPTURE READING – John 14:27  

 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world 

gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

 

HYMN – Come and Fill   (see musical notation below) 

 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

You alone, O Lord, are holy.  

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, Alleluia!  

 

A TIME OF PRAYER  

 

God of hope, who brought love into this world, 
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be the love that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 

be the peace that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 

be the joy that dwells between us. 

God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 

be the center, the focus of our lives 

always, and particularly this Advent time. 

Hear us now as we gather in prayer for . .  

 

– at this time you may lift up a prayer request aloud, or upon your heart silently as 

we hold one another in prayer  

After each request may the community respond –  

Lord, hear our prayers.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER (as you have learned it)  

 

A TIME OF SILENT PRAYER  

 

During this time of reflection, you are invited to come forward to the table, lighting a 

candle in prayer.  

 

HYMN # 154 – O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

  Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

  

O come, O King of nations, bind 

in one the hearts of all mankind. 

Bid all our sad divisions cease 

and be yourself our King of Peace. 

  Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
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ADVENT PRAYER  

 

In this Advent of expectation and of waiting 

draw us together in unity. May our praise and worship 

echo in this moment and through our lives. 

In this season, draw us together in mission, 

may your hope be the song we sing, 

the melody of our lives. 

Draw us together in service, 

to see your path so we might be lead from a stable 

to a glimpse eternity. 

 

ISAIAH 40 – Selected Verses 

 

CLOSING SONG – Prepare the Way of the Lord   (see musical notation below) 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

and all people will see the salvation of our God. 

 

BENEDICTION – Pastor Michelle 
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