
April Highlights from Salem United Church of Christ! 
 

 
  
From the Pastor… 
He put some water into a large bowl.  Then he began washing his disciples’ feet and 
drying them with the towel he was wearing.  John 13:5 
 
In all my years of ministry I’ve only had my feet washed once in a church.  (We’ve 
ended youth mission trips with foot washing, but never in a church.)  I was an intern 
and the newly installed pastor came to me and told me he would be washing feet on 
Maundy Thursday.  Since he was brand new to the church, and the church had never 
done this, he wanted to make sure I and the council president would come forward.  
The council president, a woman in her 70s, was hesitant.  I had no choice. 
That night at the service, he made the call for people to come forward.  Sure enough, 
only the intern and the council president came up.  As my feet were being washed, I 
was surprised at the level of emotion I felt.  There was real power in that humble act 
of service.  Joyce, the council president, said she experienced it too.  I’ll never forget 
her farmer husband later telling the pastor, “Reverend, Joyce washed her feet three 
times before she came to church that night.” 
I don’t know why I’ve never instituted foot washing as a pastor. Maybe I was always 
afraid nobody would come forward.  I would have done it this year in the service 
before the Meal in the Upper Room if we were clear to meet.  Why?  Because in time 
of crisis the best place to find God is in service to others.  Obviously any efforts now 
will be small because we are isolated from one another, but that doesn’t matter.  
Jesus gave us the sacrament (I’m calling it that even though the official church 
doesn’t) of foot washing so we could remember how to get back on track in the midst 
of uncertainty. Look for small ways to make the life of others better during this time 
and you’ll find your own heart will be filled with joy. 
                                                                                                  Peace, 
                                                                                                         Pastor Steve 
 

 



 

Hello Salem Family, 

Let’s celebrate Easter together … separately! 

During this difficult time, it is more important than ever for us to celebrate the joy 
that Easter brings - even if it requires an unconventional way to do it.  Following 
his Facebook Live celebration message on Easter Sunday, Pastor Steve will 
personally offer an Easter blessing to you from the safety and convenience of 
your car at the main entrance of Salem from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Also during that time, we will be providing a homemade “to-go” Easter dinner of 
tossed salad, glazed ham, au gratin potatoes, green bean casserole, 
applesauce, dinner rolls and a freshly baked dessert which can be picked up, 
again,  from the safety and convenience of your car by the kitchen door in 
Salem’s parking lot.  Please note that all food will be prepared while wearing 
face masks and gloves in a sanitized kitchen.   A $10.00 free-will offering per 
dinner is suggested.  All donations will go to Salem.  

Finally, there will be a station for accepting general offerings, Easter offerings 
and free-will offerings for the dinner. 

Orders should be sent to joanne.spellman@gmail.com  with the number of 
dinners you would like to pick up.  Also, if you are unable to make the trip to 
Salem, we can arrange for your meal to be delivered to your door.  All orders 
must be received no later than Wednesday, April 8th. 

We look forward to celebrating together … separately!  Please join us! 

~Linda Jennings and Joanne Spellman 
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Good Friday Service 
We will be broadcasting a remote Good Friday service on April 10th at 7:30pm.  
Catch it on our Facebook page, or see it later on YouTube or our website. 
 
Easter Sunday 
April 12th we will still be broadcasting remotely.  Tune in at 10am to our 
Facebook page for the Easter message and service.  Also, have some 
wine/grape juice and cracker/bread ready as we will be serving Holy 
Communion. 
 
Exile Giving 
Even though we remain exiled from our place of worship during these difficult 
times, our giving continues to matter.  It matters not just to the church, but to us.  
By giving our offering we stay connected to our faith and Salem.  Please be 
faithful in mailing in your offering or giving electronically. 
 

 

 



 
 

April Birthdays 

April 3:  Delaney Collura April 13:  Mike Barker 

April 4:  Pat Picard April 22: Sue Golick 

April 6:  Karen Rodriguez April 23:  Joanne Spellman 

April 8:  Lynne Lovell April 27:  Ronald Steffens 

April 9:  John Thorne  April 30:  Darlene Dvornik 

 
May Birthdays 

May 2:  Barb Kunst & Joan Anton May 15:  Scott Evtuch 

May 4:  Samantha Rodriguez May 19:  Mike Frey 

May 5:  Steve Pohrte May 21:  Roberta Hardy 

May 9:  Zach McWilliams May 22:  Anton Rodriguez 

May 10:  Taylor Kapitanek  May 26:  Lynda Ganzer 

 
 

Women’s Guild 
The next meeting will be in May.  It will be our Mother’s Day Luncheon.  The 

luncheon is tentatively scheduled for May 12th.   
Watch for further details. 

 
Soup & Salad Fundraiser 

The soup and salad luncheon has been postponed to a later date.  Hopefully  
we will be able to hold it sometime in the fall. 



 
Christening 

We welcomed Robert John Alfred Warren into God’s family through the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism.  His parents are Keri LaVelle and Robert Warren Jr. 

 
How Being a Christian is Like Being a Pumpkin 

God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and washes all the dirt off of you.  
Cuts of the top and scoops out all the yucky stuff.  He removes the seeds of 

doubt, hate greed, etc….and then he carves you a new smiling face and put his 
light inside of you to shine for all the world to see. 

 
Man of the Cloth 

As a church worker, I was sought out by many people for informal counseling.  
One single mother often stopped by to complain about the silly things that men 

do.  After on particularly long tirade she looked directly into my eyes and sweetly 
said “Steve I hope you know I don’t consider you a man.”  ~Steve Johnson 

 
 
 

 
 



Scripture Readings for April 

 

April 5, 2020 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 

Matthew 27:11-54 

 

April 12, 2020 

Acts 10:24-43 

Jeremiah 31:1-6 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 

Matthew 28:1-10 

John 20:1-18 

 

April 19, 2020 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

 

April 26, 2020 

Acts 2:14a-36-41 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

Luke 24:13-35 
 

 
 
 
 
 


