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Letter from the Pastor 
Years ago, I read an article about a seven-year drought in west 

Texas. Flat open fields that used to be awash in blue each spring 

with Texas Bluebonnets were barren and cracked for seven years. 

It was assumed it would take years to restore them with new 

seeds scattered by concerned locals. Then early one March the 

draught broke and they had three days of steady rain. People were 

shocked when, in short order, Bluebonnets carpeted the fields 

again. Those seeds had laid dormant in the ground for seven years, 

but they were still able to produce new life.  

 

The rich symbol of baptism is that the water once splashed on our 

head can continually bring new life to us no matter how long our 

hopes, faith, dreams or life have lain dormant. So often we think 

nothing can ever change, nothing can ever be healed or fixed, 

everything is hopeless. In this season of Easter though we are 

reminded that we are connected to the Life Source by our 

baptism. Our minds are so limited, but God sees infinite 

possibilities for us. If we remember and nurture that connection 

our eyes will be opened to see the way God has made for us to 

find our peace. It doesn’t matter how long we’ve been struggling 

or suffering, we are still always capable of new life and 

resurrection. May you find your resurrection in this beautiful, holy 

season. 

 

Peace, 

 

Steve 

 
Rev. Steve Hoerger 
Pastor 
Salem U.C.C. 
 

 

 

“The rich symbol of 
baptism is that the 
water once splashed 
on our head can 
continually bring new 
life to us...” 

 



 

 

Message From Joni 

Thank You! 

I want to say a million thanks from the bottom of my heart to everyone who played a 
part in making our Holy Week services so meaningful this year! For me, it seemed like 
a double blessing because after the having endured the pandemic together, with 
some of us experiencing illness, loss of jobs, and loss of loved ones, we emerged out 
of these hardships on the other side—darkness into light. It makes me appreciate 
even more what we have—a church, still intact, healthy and vital, growing together, 
and all worshiping together as one. We are stronger than we think! Just as a loving 
family would do, we suffered through difficult times, waited together, prayed 
together, sang together, at e together, and never lost hope. Then, on Easter, we 
rejoiced in the Good News and in the Promise of God that has always been there for 
us since the beginning He truly IS risen. 

We had people that planned details of our services, worked behind the scenes, 
cleaned and made ready our meeting place, prepared food and set up Zion Hall, read 
and videoed services, and finally, a pastor, Steve, who brought us the Message in 
truth and clarity. Finally, we recognize our musicians and singers, who like the rest, 
gave of their talents and time. I loved every minute of working with you! Thank you 
to those who gave their birthday taxes and special monetary offerings and those who 
will as the year continues. Our church could not survive without your gifts. 

You have all blessed this church, and on a personal note, you have all blessed me. I 
believe our God would say to us, “Well done, my good and faithful servants!” I can’t 
name everyone but know that my faith grew by seeing all of you and the way that 
you gave. My faith in God and His deep love for us, faith in this church, and maybe 
even a little more faith in this world has grown tremendously. Will we ever find true 
peace? I think that in a sense we have—here at Salem. At least im sure it resides in 
our hearts.  

This is the peace that passes all understanding that Steve talks about so frequently. 
Let’s learn from the good people in this community that we can make it through all 
things with God. Every day, ask God what His will is for you and then act upon it! 

Without a doubt, you’ll reap the fullness of life. I hope to see us move forward with 
the same faithfulness, zeal, and excitement that Easter brought us! I’m so very 
grateful for you all! 

Joni 



 

 

Easter at Salem 
Easter 2022 was a celebration of the promise of eternal life; the declaration that He has risen. 
While we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord, we too celebrated new beginnings at Salem. 
Returning to what was our first “normal” celebration since 2020, we sang, worshiped, and 
praised God to the highest! The pandemic has taken a toll on all of us, but it was with joy and 
hope in our hearts that we found each other once again to celebrate the Lord. 

 



 

 

Mission News 
The Salem Mission Committee will be accepting all food donations for the Food 
Pantry at Pilgrim Faith UCC in Oak Lawn. Please bring your non-perishable food 
items for the Food Pantry.  The most needed items are peanut butter, jelly, 
pasta sauce, 1 lb. packages of spaghetti, pork and beans, peas, green beans, 
and canned meals such as tamales, chili, ravioli, etc., but any and all items are 
gratefully accepted.  You can deposit non-perishable food items in the 
shopping cart, parked in the coat rack area. of the church.  We will deliver all 
food items whenever our basket gets full of food. Thank you for all your 
donations. 

 

 

 

If there are any mission-related notes to be listed in the Church Bulletin, please contact Bill Westphal at 
westphal.william@yahoo.com for additions each month! 

mailto:westphal.william@yahoo.com


 

 

Upcoming Salem Dates 
First Communion Classes 

 

There will be two First Communion Classes for kids in third grade or older who have not 

been instructed yet.  The Classes will be held Tuesdays May 10th and 24th at 7pm. at 

Salem.  Participants will take their first communion on Pentecost Sunday, June 7th. 

 

Wooden Paddle Pizza 

 

We will be having a pizza luncheon following service on May 22nd.  There will be no coffee 

hour on that day.  Wooden Paddle restaurant located in Lemont will be bringing their wood 

burning oven to Salem's parking lot to cook 4 different types of pizza and dessert.  Sign up 

as soon as you can to reserve your spot.  There is a signup sheet on the Message Center 

table, or call the office 708-423-9717. 

 

Grief Group 

 

The Grief Group will reconvene on Thursday, May 26th (Ascension Day) at 7pm.  The group 

will go for five sessions.  This group is for anyone dealing with grief.  Please see Pastor Steve 

if interested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If there are any church-related events to be listed in the Church Bulletin, please contact Bill Westphal at 

westphal.william@yahoo.com for additions each month!  
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Salem Birthdays: May 
 

5/2 Barb Kunst 

 

5/2 Joan Anton 

 

5/5 Steve Pohrte 

 

5/9 Zachary McWilliams 

 

5/19 Jack VanZee 

 

5/21 Roberta Hardy 

 

5/26 Nina Boonstra 

 

5/27 Renita Card 

 

5/31 Gwen Butler 

 

 

 

If you are a church member and your birthday is missing from our monthly list, please contact Bill Westphal at 

westphal.william@yahoo.com for corrections!  
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Salem Recipes 
Breakfast Egg Vegetable Casserole 

Ingredients:

• 18 eggs 

• Splash of milk 

• Salt/pepper to taste 

• Italian seasoning 

• 1/2 red pepper, diced 

• 1/2 yellow pepper, diced 

• 1/2 red onion, diced 

• 1 c fresh spinach, chopped 

• 3 Romas tomatoes 

• 1 c mozzarella cheese, shredded 

• Parmesan cheese, shredded 

 

Directions: 

 

1. In a large bowl, whisk together the 18 eggs. Add a splash of milk. Add salt and 

pepper to taste. 1 -2 teaspoons of Italian seasoning.  

2. In a large skillet, saute the peppers and onion in a little bit of olive oil. 

3. Add in the spinach for a minute or two. 

4. Pour the eggs in a greased 9 by 13 Pyrex dish. Add in the sauteed veggies and 

tomatoes. Stir everything in the pan. 

5. Stir in mozzarella cheese. Make sure everything is distributed evenly. 

6. Bake in a 350 degree oven for about 35-40 minutes or until the eggs are set and 

golden. 

7. Sprinkle the casserole with Parmesan cheese if you wish 

 

 

 

 

 
If you have a recipe you would like to share for Salem Recipes, please send the recipe (including ingredients 

and instructions) to Bill Westphal at westphal.william@yahoo.com and your recipe will be featured in an 

upcoming newsletter! 
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