
 

*The Sending 

Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

 People:           Thanks be to God! 

Postlude   

Today’s scripture reading is from the Contemporary English Version Bible 
            Reprinted hymns by permission of CCLI License #11271511 

 
 

Today’s Lector: 
Pam McWilliams 

Next Sunday, March 12th   
Marilyn Dabisch 
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Ministers:     EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 
Pastor:   Rev. Steve Hoerger          Director of Music: Joni Hoerger 

 

All are welcome here as we celebrate God's presence in our 

midst.  If you are visiting we hope that you find God's heart here 

and that you will come and worship with us again. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
(* Indicates places to stand, if able) 
 
Prelude 

Welcome  

*Opening Songs               Draw Me Close 
                                       Shepherd Me, O God 

                     
Call to Worship 

One:    Holy Spirit of God, invisible like the wind, we do not see 

  you moving among us,:  but come to our hearts 

All:       that we may be renewed and reborn. 
One:     Open our minds:       

All:       that we may perceive your kingdom. 
One:    Lift up our eyes to where the cross of Christ stands  

  for our healing: 

All:       so may we believe, and in believing not die but have
  eternal life now and forever. 

 

Sharing the Word of God-  John 3:1-17   
      (Overhead/Pew Bible) 
        

Children’s Message 

Message 
 
Reception of New Members 
 
Prayers  

Song                                   Turn Our Hearts 
 
Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
One: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sins. 
All:  Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are 

able to admit to you the fullness of our lives-that which is 
beautiful and good, and that which is hurtful and hateful. 
We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do. 
We love with condition. We judge and condemn. We cast 
the first stone, and keep the logs in our own eyes. We do 
not turn to You as the source of our healing. Forgive us, 
we pray. Forgive our sin, and empower us to be imitators 
of Christ in love and service. Amen. 

 
Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer       

Communion Hymn                 For God So Loved 
                                               

Announcements 

*Closing Song                               Believer 
 

*Benediction 
 

 



 

      John 3:1-17 

3 There was a man named Nicodemus who was a 
Pharisee and a Jewish leader. 2 One night he went to 
Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we know that God has sent 
you to teach us. You could not work these miracles, 
unless God were with you.” 

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you for certain that you must be 
born from above before you can see God's kingdom!” 

4 Nicodemus asked, “How can a grown man ever be 
born a second time?” 

5 Jesus answered: 

I tell you for certain that before you can get into God's 
kingdom, you must be born not only by water, but by 
the Spirit. 6 Humans give life to their children. Yet only 
God's Spirit can change you into a child of God. 7 Don't 
be surprised when I say that you must be born from 
above. 8 Only God's Spirit gives new life. The Spirit is 
like the wind that blows wherever it wants to. You can 
hear the wind, but you don't know where it comes from 
or where it is going. 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 Jesus replied: 

How can you be a teacher of Israel and not know these 
things? 11 I tell you for certain we know what we are 
talking about because we have seen it ourselves. But 

none of you will accept what we say. 12 If you don't 
believe when I talk to you about things on earth, how 
can you possibly believe if I talk to you about things in 
heaven? 

13 No one has gone up to heaven except the Son of 
Man, who came down from there. 14 And the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, just as the metal snake was 
lifted up by Moses in the desert. 15 Then everyone who 
has faith in the Son of Man will have eternal life. 

16 God loved the people of this world so much that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in 
him will have eternal life and never really die. 17 God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn its 
people. He sent him to save them! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

New Members- This morning we welcome Keith Werosh, John 
Satkas, Nancy Shepherd, Ronda Dananay, Sheila Simpson and 
Christian Simpson-Moore into membership. All of them have 
already been an active part of community and a blessing to us. 
We give thanks for each one. Please take time to greet them in 
Zion Hall after the service. 
 
Prayer Around the Cross- We will hold three Prayer Around 
the Cross services this Lent on Thursday nights March 9, 16, 
and 23. Service begins at 7:30 P.M. (We needed to switch to 
Thursday due to our homeless program). This is a beautiful 
contemplative service that will move you. Plan to make all three 
as part of your Lenten discipline. 
 
Missions- For the month of March, the Missions Committee will 
be collecting small snack bags to take to the veteran’s home in 
Manteno. They are especially partial to potato chips.  
 

Women’s Guild Meeting- This Tuesday, March 7th at noon. 
Everyone is welcome. Please join us and bring a friend. Sign up 
sheet is on the Message Center table or tell Marianne you are 
attending. We will be collecting $5.00 Guild dues for year 2023. 
We will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day! 
 
Seder Meal- There is a sign-up sheet for the Seder Meal on the 
Message Center table. If you plan on attending, please sign up 
as soon as possible with the number of people attending. Once 
we have an idea of how many people are coming we will put out 
a sign-up sheet for food donations. If you would like to donate 
cash to offset the cost of the event, please see Bobbi Evtuch or 
put your donation in the offering plate and indicate “Seder Meal 
Donation”. Thank you. 
 
 

New Carpet Fund- The blue carpeting in the Narthex, office 

and hallway to Pastor’s office is over 20 years old and it’s 

showing its age. We want Salem to be a bright welcoming 

space for all who pass through our doors. There are envelopes 

with “New Carpet Fund” labels in a basket under the sign in the 

Narthex. Please consider donating to this special fund.  Our 

goal is to raise $7,000 which is the estimate for the carpet and 

installation. Please write your offering envelope # or name on 

the carpet fund envelope if you would like your donation to be 

on your 2023 giving statement.  

 
Coffee Hour- Sign up sheet and instructions for Coffee Hour 
are on the Message Center table. Thanks to all who volunteer 
and have volunteered. 
 
 

 
 


