
 

*The Sending 

Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

 People:           Thanks be to God! 

Postlude   

Today’s scripture reading is from the Contemporary English Version Bible 
            Reprinted hymns by permission of CCLI License #11271511 

 
 

Today’s Lector: 
Roberta Hardy 

Next Sunday, March 26th    
Diana Harvey 
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Ministers:     EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 
Pastor:   Rev. Steve Hoerger          Director of Music: Joni Hoerger 

 

All are welcome here as we celebrate God's presence in our 

midst.  If you are visiting we hope that you find God's heart here 

and that you will come and worship with us again. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
(* Indicates places to stand, if able) 
 
Prelude 

Welcome  

*Opening Songs     I Want Jesus to Walk With Me 
                                       Shepherd Me, O God 

                     
Call to Worship 

One:    Once you lived in darkness. 

All:       Now the light of God has shone upon us. 
One:     Find what is pleasing to God and follow God’s ways.       

All:       The acts of darkness are left behind as we journey to
 God’s light. 
One:    Thanks be to God who gives us the light. 

All:       Open our eyes and our hearts to receive your light 
  and salvation. AMEN. 

 

Sharing the Word of God-  John 9:1-41   
      (Overhead/Pew Bible) 
        

Children’s Message 

Message 

 
Lighting of the Memorial Candle –     
    For Laverne Pollis and Bob Hays 
 
Prayers  

Song                                   O God, We Call 
 
Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
One: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sins. 
All:  Healing God, our self-centeredness and fear blinds us to 

what is true. Our insecurity and worry cause us to lose 
perspective on what really matters. As we are moved from 
what has been familiar, regular, and dependable we 
become afraid to act for the good. We lack perspective 
because we do not see through faith. Forgive our 
fearfulness, our judgmentalism, and our worry. Free us to 
reach out in love and compassion in our prayers for one 
another, and for all of our world. Forgive us for our 
blindness and transform us by Your mercy we pray, in the 
name of Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 
Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Hymn                 In This Very Room 
                                               

Announcements 

*Closing Song                Just A Closer Walk With Thee 
 

*Benediction 
 



 

      John 9:1-41 

9 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind 

since birth. 2 Jesus' disciples asked, “Teacher, why was this man 

born blind? Was it because he or his parents sinned?” 

3 “No, it wasn't!” Jesus answered. “But because of his blindness, 

you will see God work a miracle for him. 4 As long as it is day, we 

must do what the one who sent me wants me to do. When night 

comes, no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light 

for the world.” 

6 After Jesus said this, he spit on the ground. He made some 

mud and smeared it on the man's eyes. 7 Then he said, “Go wash 

off the mud in Siloam Pool.” The man went and washed in 

Siloam, which means “One Who Is Sent.” When he had washed 

off the mud, he could see. 

8 The man's neighbors and the people who had seen him 

begging wondered if he really could be the same man. 9 Some 

of them said he was the same beggar, while others said he only 

looked like him. But he told them, “I am that man.” 

10 “Then how can you see?” they asked. 

11 He answered, “Someone named Jesus made some mud and 

smeared it on my eyes. He told me to go and wash it off in 

Siloam Pool. When I did, I could see.” 

12 “Where is he now?” they asked. 

“I don't know,” he answered. 

13-14 The day when Jesus made the mud and healed the man was 

a Sabbath. So the people took the man to the Pharisees. 15 They 

asked him how he was able to see, and he answered, “Jesus 

made some mud and smeared it on my eyes. Then after I 

washed it off, I could see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus doesn't come 

from God. If he did, he would not break the law of the Sabbath.” 

Others asked, “How could someone who is a sinner work such a 

miracle?” 

Since the Pharisees could not agree among themselves, 17 they 

asked the man, “What do you say about this one who healed 

your eyes?” 

“He is a prophet!” the man told them. 

18 But the Jewish leaders would not believe that the man had 

once been blind. They sent for his parents 19 and asked them, “Is 

this the son that you said was born blind? How can he now 

see?” 

20 The man's parents answered, “We are certain that he is our 

son, and we know that he was born blind. 21 But we don't know 

how he got his sight or who gave it to him. Ask him! He is old 

enough to speak for himself.” 

22-23 The man's parents said this because they were afraid of 

their leaders. The leaders had already agreed that no one was to 

have anything to do with anyone who said Jesus was the 

Messiah. 



 

24 The leaders called the man back and said, “Swear by God to 

tell the truth! We know that Jesus is a sinner.” 

25 The man replied, “I don't know if he is a sinner or not. All I 

know is that I used to be blind, but now I can see!” 

26 “What did he do to you?” they asked. “How did he heal your 

eyes?” 

27 The man answered, “I have already told you once, and you 

refused to listen. Why do you want me to tell you again? Do you 

also want to become his disciples?” 

28 The leaders insulted the man and said, “You are his follower! 

We are followers of Moses. 29 We are sure God spoke to Moses, 

but we don't even know where Jesus comes from.” 

30 “How strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet 

you don't know where he comes from. 31 We know that God 

listens only to people who love and obey him. God doesn't 

listen to sinners. 32 And this is the first time in history anyone has 

ever given sight to someone born blind. 33 Jesus could not do 

anything unless he came from God.” 

34 The leaders told the man, “You have been a sinner since the 

day you were born! Do you think you can teach us anything?” 

Then they said, “You can never come back into any of our 

synagogues!” 

35 When Jesus heard what had happened, he went and found 

the man. Then Jesus asked, “Do you have faith in the Son of 

Man?” 

36 He replied, “Sir, if you will tell me who he is, I will put my faith 

in him.” 

37 “You have already seen him,” Jesus answered, “and right now 

he is talking with you.” 

38 The man said, “Lord, I put my faith in you!” Then he worshiped 

Jesus. 

39 Jesus told him, “I came to judge the people of this world. I am 

here to give sight to the blind and to make blind everyone who 

can see.” 

40 When the Pharisees heard Jesus say this, they asked, “Are we 

blind?” 

41 Jesus answered, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty. 

But now that you claim to see, you will keep on being guilty.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following: 
•  A gift given in memory of Bob Hays from Ken and Roberta 
Hardy. 
 
Prayer Around the Cross- We will hold three Prayer Around 
the Cross services this Lent on Thursday nights March 9, 16, 
and 23. Service begins at 7:30 P.M. (We needed to switch to 
Thursday due to our homeless program). This is a beautiful 
contemplative service that will move you. Plan to make all three 
as part of your Lenten discipline. 
 
Missions- For the month of March, the Missions Committee will 
be collecting small snack bags to take to the veteran’s home in 
Manteno. They are especially partial to potato chips.  
 

Volunteers Needed- We are in need of volunteers to arrange 

and rearrange Zion Hall tables and chairs for the events and 

times listed below.  Please let Bobbi Evtuch know if you can 

help. 

Stay after coffee hour on Sunday, April 2nd to set up Zion 

Hall for voting on Tuesday, April 4th . 

Come in on Wednesday, April 5th at 10AM to rearrange the 

tables and chairs for Seder Meal on the 6th. 

Stay after Seder on Thursday, April 6th to help clean and set 
tables and chairs up for Easter Sunday coffee hour. 

 

BEDS-Pads- Today we will acknowledge everyone who 
volunteered their time to care for the homeless at Salem in our 
BEDS program this year. This includes all volunteers who 
worked at the site, and those who contributed by bringing 
donations for our guests, or washed sheets, or anything else.  
 

Seder Meal- Salem will be hosting a Seder Meal on Thursday, 
April 6th at 7:00 p.m. If you plan to attend, please sign the 
attendee list on the Message Center table with the number of 
people attending. If you would like to donate to the event, there 
is a sign up sheet for food and drink donations on the message 
table as well. If you would prefer to donate cash, please put 
your donation in the collection plate with “Seder Meal” noted or 
give it directly to Bobbi Evtuch. Thank you for your support. 
 
New Carpet Fund- The blue carpeting in the Narthex, office 

and hallway to Pastor’s office is over 20 years old and it’s 

showing its age. We want Salem to be a bright welcoming 

space for all who pass through our doors. There are envelopes 

with “New Carpet Fund” labels in a basket under the sign in the 

Narthex. Please consider donating to this special fund.  Our 

goal is to raise $7,000 which is the estimate for the carpet and 

installation. Please write your offering envelope # or name on 

the carpet fund envelope if you would like your donation to be 

on your 2023 giving statement.  

 
Coffee Hour- Sign up sheet and instructions for Coffee Hour 
are on the Message Center table. Thanks to all who volunteer 
and have volunteered. 
 

 
 


