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Letter from the Pastor 
One of the main lessons of the cross and resurrection is that when 

we allow something to die, new life always follows for people of 

faith. During my life, I have had to let many ideas, behaviors, and 

even dreams die. That is a hard thing to do. We would rather hold 

on to harmful parts of our life that we know well then let them die 

and travel into an unknown existence without them. 

Unfortunately, unwillingness to let go leads to an immature life 

that is never lived fully. With his own life, Jesus taught us if we are 

willing to go to the cross with things that need to die, a much 

better new life awaits us even if we don’t know what it will be. 

 

There are still things I need to let die in my life. It is a part of the 

journey that never ends. Yet, if I continue to work at living a 

spiritual life, one by one they will drop off and my life will be in a 

continuous state of renewal. That is what it means to live the 

deepest life possible. As we start a new year, may we all continue 

to practice our faith and watch our life be renewed. As we do, may 

we also remember that the final renewal will come at our last 

breath when our Savior come to greet us and usher us into a life 

that has no end. 

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Steve 

  

 
Rev. Steve Hoerger 
Pastor 
Salem U.C.C. 
 

 

 

“As we start a new year, 

may we all continue to 
practice our faith and 
watch our life be 

renewed.” 

 



 

 

 

UCC News 
Christmas Choir 

From the desk of Joni Hoerger: 

 

To all those who joined the Christmas Eve choir, old faces and new, I wanted to 

say thank you from the bottom of my heard. The choir performance was one to 

remember, as we sang “Silent Night” in a new and interesting way, but still 

retained the beauty and solemnity of the original. It couldn’t have been done 

without you all, and I hope to have all your talent continue to contribute to the 

lord at Salem! 

 

Snow Removal: 2023 Church Needs  

We are looking for a used truck/SUV that we can put our new snow blade on in 

the 3 to 4K range. The truck will mostly only be used to plow the lot. If you have 

a lead, please call Kevin McWilliams at (708) 704-1316. 

 

Poinsettias and Thank Yous – Worship Committee Statement 

Our usual providers, Saunoris, did not have plants available for us this year due to 

the closing of their Chicago Ridge location. Due to this, we used a different 

provider. They gave us identical pot size and stem count but, unfortunately, the 

plants turned out to be smaller than usual. We apologize for this inconvenience and 

will be conducting our sales prior to Thanksgiving, 2023, so as to get our order in 

and fulfilled on time by Saunoris. 

To everyone who purchased a poinsettia to share with Salem, a grateful thanks. 

That pop of red up front is always so pretty. 

To those who came out to help take down the decorations, a BIG THANK YOU! 

Those present were: Mike Barker, Ron and Jessi Bonadurer, Don Dvornik, Bobbi 

Evtuch, Emily Griffith, Pam and Kevin McWilliams, and John Thorne. Everyone 

worked hard 

- Sue Golick for the Worship Committee 



 

 

Upcoming Salem Dates 
Youth Bowling 

 

We are planning a bowling outing at Arena Bowl for 6th grade and older with Pilgrim Faith 

on Sunday, January 15th in the afternoon.  The exact time and sign-up will be on the table in 

entrance way. Stay tuned.   

 

Congregational Meeting 2023 

 
Plan to stay for our congregational meeting following worship on January 22nd in Zion Hall. 

We will look at the year that was and asks God’s blessing on what we hope to do in the New 

Year. 

 

Saturday Drawing Classes 

Jan 14, 21 & Feb 11, 18, 25, 2023 

 

Grades 4 – 8 Saturdays, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Learn the basics of drawing from instructor  Linda 

Vorderer on a variety of media and papers. Lots of individual attention, all skill levels will 

benefit. $100  

TO ENROLL CALL 708-912-3108 or email linda@vordererart.com 

Held at Pilgrim Faith Church 9411 S. 51st Ave., Oak Lawn 

 

 

 

If there are any church-related events to be listed in the Church Bulletin, please contact Bill Westphal at 

westphal.william@yahoo.com for additions each month!  
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Salem Birthdays: January 
 

1/14  Darlyne Slinn 

1/18  Laura Frey 

1/20  Terry Ganzer 

1/21  Bob Hays 

1/21  Cathy Thorne 

1/27  Roberta Koronkiewicz 

1/29  Judy Droz 

 

 

If you are a church member and your birthday is missing from our monthly list, please contact Bill Westphal at 

westphal.william@yahoo.com for corrections!  
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Salem Faces 
We know faces of the Salem Family, but do we know who the person is behind 
the face? Salem Faces will be a series running throughout 2023 (and possibly 

longer) to give us a chance to get to know our fellow Salem parishioners 

Salem Face of January 2023: 

Barbara Kunst

About Barb: 

Throughout her time at Salem, Barbara (Barb) 

Kunst has worn many hats. For years, she has been 

responsible for preparing communion for the 

church every other Sunday. She arrives at 9:15 am 

to prep the wine and wafer trays, with wine being 

30 cups/2 trays and 5 cups of grape juice in each as 

well. The large wafer and pitcher for service is also 

her responsibility to prepare and make ready. 

 

Barb also serves on the church council at the 

moment and is a liaison to missions and Sunday 

School. She also prepares and sends birthday cards 

out to those celebrating their birthday each month! 

 

Barb’s favorite part about Salem are the people and the good friends she has made over the years. 

She loves the wonderful community that Salem is for her and her Church Family. Christmas time at 

Salem is her favorite part of the year. Seeing the church beautifully decorated and all the ornaments 

on our tree brings her joy and makes it more like home.  

 

On a more personal note, Barb was married for 33 years before her husband passed away 24 years 

ago. She has 3 daughters and 5 grandchildren who are a very big part of her life. Traveling has been 

her passion, having visited all over the USA and overseas. However, when she is home, she loves 

baking in her spare time.  

 

Barb worked at the Criminal Court Building on 26th and California as a court clerk for 33 years before 

retiring. 

 

Thank you, Barb, for all you do! And thank you for letting us get to know you more! 


