
 

 

Note: Tenebrae is a Latin word that means shadows. The lowering of 

the light (increasing shadows) reminds us of the suffering and death of 

Jesus. The removal of the Christ candle after the final reading signifies 

Christ’s death and the re-entrance of the unlit Christ candle is the hope 

of resurrection. We will observe silence as we enter and leave this 

service. 
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GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE 

PLEASE ENTER THE SANCTUARY IN SILENCE. THE AWFUL EVENTS WE DEPICT 

BY THIS SERVICE ARE EMPHASIZED BY SILENCE AT BOTH THE BEGINNING 

AND THE END OF THIS SERVICE.  
 

 
SONG             Just As I Am/I Come Broken  
 

Just as I am without one plea,  
but that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God I come, I come. 

 
Just as I am and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot. 

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God I come, I come. 

 
I come broken to be mended. I come wounded to be healed. 

I come desp’rate to be rescued. I come empty to be filled. 
I come guilty to be pardoned by the blood of Christ, the Lamb, 
And I’m welcomed with open arms, praise God, just as I am. 

 
Just as I am I would be lost,  

but mercy and grace my freedom bought. 
And now, to glory in Your cross, 
 O Lamb of God I come, I come. 

 
I come broken to be mended. I come wounded to be healed. 

I come desp’rate to be rescued. I come empty to be filled. 
I come guilty to be pardoned by the blood of Christ, the Lamb, 
And I’m welcomed with open arms, praise God, just as I am. 

    

 
 CALL TO WORSHIP   

One: Jesus said: I am the light of the world. 
All: Anyone who follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life. 
One: If I say, “Let the darkness cover me, and the light 

around me turn to night,” darkness is not dark to 
you, O God. 

All: The night is as bright as the day; darkness 
and light to you are both alike. 

 

COLLECT 
 One: God be with you. 
 All:  And also with you. 
 One: Let us pray. 
 All:  Gracious God, you give us the sun to illumine 
   the day and the moon and stars to shine by  
   night. Kindle in us the flame of your love that 
   our lives may shed abroad the radiance of your 
   light and the world may be full of the splendor
   of your glory; through Jesus Christ, the Sun of 
   Righteousness. 
 
LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

 
SONG                           At the Cross 
 

I know a place, a wonderful place where accused and 
condemned find mercy and grace 

Where the wrongs we have done and the wrongs done to us 
Were nailed there with Him 

There on the cross 
  

 
 



At the Cross (at the cross) 
He died for our sin 

At the cross (at the cross) 
He gave us life again 

 
I know a place, a wonderful place where accused and 

condemned find mercy and grace 
Where the wrongs we have done and the wrongs done to us 

Were nailed there with Him 
There on the cross 

  
At the cross (at the cross) 

You died for our sin 
At the cross (at the cross) 

You gave us life again 
At the cross (at the cross) 

You died for our sin 
At the cross (at the cross) 

You gave us life again 
 

I know a place, a wonderful place where accused and 
condemned find mercy and grace 

Where the wrongs we have done and the wrongs done to us 
Were nailed there with Him 

There on the cross 
 

REFLECTIVE SILENCE 
Three minutes of silence to allow God to speak to you on 

 this Holy Night 
 

PRAYER 
O gracious Light, pure brightness of the eternal Creator in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, Holy and blessed! Now as we come to 
the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold your vesper light, 
we sing your praises, Holy God, One in Trinity. You are 
worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Christ of 

God, O giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
Amen. 

 
One:   Brothers and sisters, we are called to be children of 

      the day and not children of the night. 
 All:     Let us approach the throne of grace that we 
      may receive mercy. 
 One:   Let us pray. 
 All:     Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, 
       too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive 
       what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts
       can no longer bear, and what has become for
       us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free 
       from a past that we cannot change; open to us 
       a future in which we can be changed; and  
       grant us grace to grow more and more in your 
            likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the
       light of the world.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR MERCY 
 One:   Lord, have mercy. 
 All:     Christ, have mercy.  
 One:   Lord, have mercy. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                     

One:   This is the message we have heard from Christ and
       proclaim to you: God is light. 
 All:    Gracious God, on this night you stand in   

    solidarity with us, for our pain is your pain. We
    believe, help our unbelief. We believe that you
    forgive us for we know not what we do. Amen. 

 
 
 



The Tenebrae (Shadows) Service 
 

Response:  “All you who pass this way, look and see.” 

 

 

Reflection 1                Response 

 

Reflection 2                Response 

 

Reflection 3                Response 

 

Reflection 4                Response 

 

Reflection 5                Response 

 

Reflection 6                Response 

 

Reflection 7                Response 

 

Reflection 8                Response 

 

 

 

(After the reading of Matthew, the bible is slammed shut, 

signifying the death of Christ. The Christ candle is 

walked out of the chancel.) 

 

“The Death of Jesus”         Matthew 27: 31-50 

          
 

 

 
 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (SPOKEN) 

 
SONG               Crucified Man 
             (Singers)     
        
 RETURN OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
(After a moment of silence, the Christ candle is returned 
symbolizing the expectation of the Resurrection. It 
accompanies the cross which makes three stops with the 
following acclamation:) 
 
One: Behold the cross of Christ on which hung the  
  salvation of the world. 
All:  Blessed be the name of Jesus. 
 
DEPARTURE IN SILENCE 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 


