
 

we hear the words so clearly as the disciples did on the day of 
Transfiguration; may we rise up, and not be afraid. In the name of 
Jesus, who loves us and offers us forgiveness, we pray. Amen. 

Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer       

Communion Hymn        Let Us Break Bread Together 
                                               

Announcements 

*Closing Song             What a Friend We Have In Jesus 
 

*Benediction 
*The Sending 

Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

 People:           Thanks be to God! 

Postlude   

Today’s scripture reading is from the Contemporary English Version Bible 
            Reprinted hymns by permission of CCLI License #11271511 

 
 

Today’s Lector: 
Abby Fasano 

Next Sunday, February 26th  
Martha Sydanmaa 
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Ministers:     EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 
Pastor:   Rev. Steve Hoerger          Director of Music: Joni Hoerger 

 

All are welcome here as we celebrate God's presence in our 

midst.  If you are visiting we hope that you find God's heart here 

and that you will come and worship with us again. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
(* Indicates places to stand, if able) 
 
Prelude 

Welcome  

*Opening Song               God of Wonders 
                     

Call to Worship 

One:    As God called to Moses from the mountain, 

All:       we are called to be God’s people. 
One:     As Jesus called the disciples to climb with him to the

  peak of another mountain,       

All:       we are called to follow wherever he leads. 
One:    As the disciples stood in awe at the sound of God’s  

              voice, 

All:       we are called to worship in wonder and praise. 
 

Sharing the Word of God-  Matthew 17:1-9  

17 Six days later Jesus took Peter and the brothers James and 

John with him. They went up on a very high mountain where 

they could be alone. 2 There in front of the disciples, Jesus was 

completely changed. His face was shining like the sun, and his 

clothes became white as light. 

3 All at once Moses and Elijah were there talking with Jesus. 4 So 

Peter said to him, “Lord, it is good for us to be here! Let us make 

three shelters, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

5  While Peter was still speaking, the shadow of a bright cloud 

passed over them. From the cloud a voice said, “This is my own 

dear Son, and I am pleased with him. Listen to what he 

says!” 6 When the disciples heard the voice, they were so afraid 

they fell flat on the ground. 7 But Jesus came over and touched 

them. He said, “Get up and don't be afraid!” 8 When they 

opened their eyes, they saw only Jesus. 

9 On their way down from the mountain, Jesus warned his 

disciples not to tell anyone what they had seen until after the 

Son of Man had been raised from death. 

        

Children’s Message 

Message 
 
Prayers  

Song                                   Peace, Be Still 
 
Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
One: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sins. 
All:  Holy God, we confess that we do not trust You fully. We 

put our hope in worldly gain and in human promises, and 
find ourselves defeated and lost when things fall apart. 
You have given us a love more fully than anything we 
could experience in this world but we do not seek it, we 
do not hold on to it, and we look to our own means of 
assurance and security. Forgive us. Call us back to You 
that we may put our trust in You and not be afraid.  May  



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following: 
•  Gifts given in memory of Andrew Klemenko, Jr. from Ken 
and Roberta Hardy and Terry Ganzer. 
 
 
Ash Wednesday Service- Please plan to be a part of our Ash 
Wednesday service at 7:30 P.M. on February 22nd. Even though 
our homeless guests will be here in Zion Hall it won’t interfere 
with our worship. Start your Lenten journey right with this sacred 
service. This year Immanuel UCC in Evergreen Park will be 
worshiping with us and we will have a combined choir song. 
 
 

Prayer Around the Cross- We will hold three Prayer Around 
the Cross services this Lent on Thursday nights March 9, 16, 
and 23. Service begins at 7:30 P.M. (We needed to switch to 
Thursday due to our homeless program). This is a beautiful 
contemplative service that will move you. Plan to make all three 
as part of your Lenten discipline. 
 
New Members Class- Due to scheduling difficulties the 
membership class has been changed to Sunday, February 26th 
at 6:00 P.M. We will share a meal, a brief Bible study and 
prayer. God be with you as you further your spiritual journey. 
Sign up on the sheet in the entryway. 
 

 
New Carpet Fund- The blue carpeting in the Narthex, office 

and hallway to Pastor’s office is over 20 years old and it’s 

showing its age. We want Salem to be a bright welcoming 

space for all who pass through our doors. There are envelopes 

with “New Carpet Fund” labels in a basket under the sign in the 

Narthex. Please consider donating to this special fund.  Our 

goal is to raise $7,000 which is the estimate for the carpet and 

installation. Please write your offering envelope # or name on 

the carpet fund envelope if you would like your donation to be 

on your 2023 giving statement.  

Easter Flowers- In order to guarantee availability of plants for 

Easter, I’ll be selling them much earlier than in previous years, 

starting this coming Sunday. The large altar lilies are $43.50, 

small lilies are $15.50, tulips and hyacinths are $11.50.  Please 

place your orders at church, or call me to place them, as soon 

as possible. Thank you, Sue Golick.  708-532-2115 For the 

Worship Committee 

Women’s Guild Meeting- Tuesday, March 7th at noon. 
Everyone is welcome. Please join us and bring a friend. Sign up 
sheet is on the Message Center table or tell Marianne you are 
attending. We will be collecting $5.00 Guild dues for year 2023. 
We will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day! 
 
Grief Group- Through his work with Vitas Healthcare, Pastor 
Steve is leading a grief group on Thursday evenings, January 
26-February 23, beginning at 7pm and lasting an hour. This is 
open to anyone and there is no cost. Groups will be held at 
8525 183rd St., Suite M, Tinley Park. It’s the last building on the 
right when you come in off 183rd Street. 
 
Blanket Committee will not be meeting this Tuesday, February 
21st.  

            
Missions- Beginning in March, the Missions Committee will be 
collecting small snack bags to take to the veteran’s home in 
Manteno. They are especially partial to potato chips.  
 
Coffee Hour- Sign up sheet and instructions for Coffee Hour 
are on the Message Center table. Thanks to all who volunteer 
and have volunteered. 
 
Giving Statements for 2022 are available today for pickup on 
the Message Center table. 


