
 

Announcements 

*Closing Song             Sing We Now of Christmas        #275
            (Vs. 1 & 2)   
   
*Benediction 

*The Sending 

Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

 People:           Thanks be to God! 

Postlude   

Today’s scripture reading is from the Contemporary English Version Bible 
            Reprinted hymns by permission of CCLI License #11271511 

 

 

Today’s Lector: 
Diana Harvey 

 
Next Sunday, December 12th          

Martha Sydanmaa 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                            

Salem United Church of Christ 

9717 S. Kostner Ave., Oak Lawn, IL 
(708) 423-9717 

www.salemoaklawn.org 
Facebook: Salem UCC, Oak Lawn, IL 

 

December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.salemoaklawn.org/


 

Ministers:     EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 
Pastor:   Rev. Steve Hoerger          Director of Music: Joni Hoerger 

 

All are welcome here as we celebrate God's presence in our 

midst.  If you are visiting we hope that you find God's heart here 

and that you will come and worship with us again. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
(* Indicates places to stand, if able) 
 
Prelude 

Welcome  

*Opening Song      Come to Us, O Emmanuel 
       Emmanuel #243  

    

Call to Worship 

One:    In the times of darkness and fear, God is ever near to 

              love and guide us. 

All:       Come, Loving God, fill our hearts. 
One:     In the times of joy and dancing, God is ever near in 

 celebration.          

All:       Come, Loving God, fill our hearts. 
One:     At all times and in all places, God is always with us, 

 sustaining, healing, loving.      

All:       Come, Loving God, fill our hearts with Joy. 

 
 

 
 

Song:   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah             
       (Verse is sung as Advent candles are lit.)             

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

Gently lead them homeward. 
 

Sharing the Word of God-  Luke 3:7-18 

Children’s Message 

Message 
 
Prayers   

Song                 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
One: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sins. 
All:  Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are 

able to admit to you the fullness of our lives – that which 
is beautiful and good, and that which is hurtful and 
hateful. We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that 
we do. We love with condition. We judge and condemn. 
We cast the first stone, and keep the logs in our own eyes. 
We do not turn to You as the source of our healing. 
Forgive us, we pray. Forgive our sin, and empower us to 
be imitators of Christ in love and service. Amen. 

 

Communion 
 
The Lord’s Prayer       

Communion Hymn             What Feast of Love 



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following: 
•  A gift given in honor of the December 4, 2021 wedding of Bill 
Westphal and Lauren Hill from Sue Golick. 

 
 

Advent Services will be held Wednesday nights on December 1st, 8th 
and 15th at 7:00 P.M. We will once again be using the beautiful 
Holden Evening Prayer and there will be refreshments after. An added 
bonus this year will be the sharing of this service with Ashburn 
Lutheran Church. Ashburn was forced to close its doors recently, but 
a vital group of worshipers remain. They are looking for a space to 
use and our doors are open! Come worship and welcome this Advent. 
 
Giving Tree -Would you like to help a family in need this 
Christmas?  Missions will again be sponsoring the Giving 
Tree.  Starting Sunday, November 28th you take an ornament off the 
tree in the Narthex to buy a special gift for a needy child/family 
through Worth Township.  You can also donate without taking an 
ornament if you like.  They are asking for anything for infants (clothes, 
toys, diapers).  Toys for older children as well as toiletries and 
games.  They will also be accepting gift cards for food, Target, 
Walmart etc... Gifts are to be unwrapped.  Final day to bring your 
gift will be next Sunday, December 12th. 
. 
Guild Christmas Luncheon -Tuesday December 7 at 12 
noon.  Everyone is welcome. Bring $5.00 gift cards from food or store 
outlets for youth at Worth Township. Also needed are infant items and  
clothes and items for 10 to 16 year olds - they seem to receive the 
least. Joni and a few friends will supply Christmas music. Also, 
Tastefully Simple will have a table set up with appetizers and the 
opportunity to purchase items for Christmas giving. Hope to see many 
faces at the Guild luncheon. Sign up in the Message Center or tell 

Marianne you plan to attend. BRING A FRIEND!!🎁🎄🙏 

 
Blue Christmas - Salem will host a Blue Christmas Service 
on Sunday, December 19th at 7pm.  This service is for anyone 
struggling with loss or sadness this Christmas season.  It’s 

symbolically placed close to the longest night of the year recognizing 
the deep darkness one can feel in this season, but it also offers hope 
and light.  This is a safe space to remember, grieve and be 
renewed.  Please pass the word to anyone struggling with loss.  All 
are welcome. 
 
Poinsettias -We will again be decorating the chancel with poinsettias.  
We’ll be selling them today and next Sunday, December 12th in Zion 
Hall, and have them on display the 19th. Prices this year are $43.25 
for the large plants and $17.25 for the small plants. You can call me 
with your order 708-532-2115 and drop your payment at the 
office.  We are so few in the building for Sunday services, but I’m 
hoping we can still get enough plants to make a colorful 
display. Thanks to all who buy a plant. 
                                          Sue Golick for the Worship Committee 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  Luke 3:7-18 

7 Crowds of people came out to be baptized, but John said to 

them, “You bunch of snakes! Who warned you to run from the 

coming judgment? 8 Do something to show that you really have 

given up your sins. Don’t start saying that you belong to 

Abraham’s family. God can turn these stones into children for 

Abraham. 9 An ax is ready to cut the trees down at their roots. 

Any tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut down and 

thrown into a fire.” 10 The crowds asked John, “What should we 

do?” 11 John told them, “If you have two coats, give one to 

someone who doesn’t have any. If you have food, share it with 

someone else.” 

12 When tax collectors came to be baptized, they asked John, 

“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 John told them, “Don’t make 

people pay more than they owe.” 14 Some soldiers asked him, 

“And what about us? What do we have to do?” John told them, 

“Don’t force people to pay money to make you leave them 

alone. Be satisfied with your pay.” 

15 Everyone became excited and wondered, “Could John be the 

Messiah?” 16 John said, “I am just baptizing with water. But 

someone more powerful is going to come, and I am not good 

enough even to untie his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His threshing fork is in his hand, and 

he is ready to separate the wheat from the husks. He will store 

the wheat in his barn and burn the husks with a fire that never 

goes out.” 

18 In many different ways John preached the good news to the 

people. 
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