
 

                           
 *Benediction 

*The Sending 
Leader:  Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

 People:           Thanks be to God! 

Postlude                                                                                   

      Today’s scripture reading is from the Contemporary English Version Bible 
            Reprinted hymns by permission of CCLI License #11271511     

 

 
 

Today’s Lector: 
Pam McWilliams 

 
Next Sunday, December 18th       

Marilyn Dabisch 
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 Ministers:     EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 
Pastor:   Rev. Steve Hoerger          Director of Music: Joni Hoerger 

 

All are welcome here as we celebrate God's presence in 

our midst.  If you are visiting we hope that you find God's 

heart here and that you will come and worship with us 

again. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

(* Indicates places to stand, if able) 
 
Welcome  

*Opening Songs       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Vs. 1,2,3)
          Come to Us, O Emmanuel  

Call to Worship 
One: Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of 

God. 

All:   For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we  

 have been found and welcomed home. 

One: Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 

All:   We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!   

One: Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love. 

All:   AMEN! 

 

 
 
 
 

Song: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
                              (Verse is sung as Advent candles are lit.) 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 
Let the light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
For the King of glory. 

Sharing the Word of God- Luke 15:11-32 (Overhead/Pew Bible) 

Children’s Message 

Chancel Drama:  
                    “Finding a Way Home This Christmas” 
                               Gil Oliva and Kristen Satkas 

Message 

Special Music:            Hope of the Broken World      
                Kevin McWilliams -  Lauren Westphal 
                             Sean Henry-guitar/bass 

 

Prayers    

Song                               O God, We Call              
                               
The Lord’s Prayer  

Announcements 

*Closing Song                     Soon and Very Soon 
 

 



 

Luke 15:11-32 

11 Jesus told them yet another story: 

Once a man had two sons. 12 The younger son said to his father, 

“Give me my share of the property.” So the father divided his 

property between his two sons. 

13 Not long after that, the younger son packed up everything he 

owned and left for a foreign country, where he wasted all his 

money in wild living. 14 He had spent everything, when a bad 

famine spread through that whole land. Soon he had nothing to 

eat. 

15 He went to work for a man in that country, and the man sent 

him out to take care of his pigs. 16 He would have been glad to 

eat what the pigs were eating, but no one gave him a thing. 

17 Finally, he came to his senses and said, “My father's workers 

have plenty to eat, and here I am, starving to death! 18 I will go 

to my father and say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against God 

in heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer good enough to be 

called your son. Treat me like one of your workers.’ ” 

20 The younger son got up and started back to his father. But 

when he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

sorry for him. He ran to his son and hugged and kissed him. 

21 The son said, “Father, I have sinned against God in heaven and 

against you. I am no longer good enough to be called your son.” 

22 But his father said to the servants, “Hurry and bring the best 

clothes and put them on him. Give him a ring for his finger and 

sandals for his feet. 23 Get the best calf and prepare it, so we can 

eat and celebrate. 24 This son of mine was dead, but has now 

come back to life. He was lost and has now been found.” And 

they began to celebrate. 

25 The older son had been out in the field. But when he came 

near the house, he heard the music and dancing. 26 So he called 

one of the servants over and asked, “What's going on here?” 

27 The servant answered, “Your brother has come home safe and 

sound, and your father ordered us to kill the best calf.” 28 The 

older brother got so angry that he would not even go into the 

house. 

His father came out and begged him to go in. 29 But he said to 

his father, “For years I have worked for you like a slave and have 

always obeyed you. But you have never even given me a little 

goat, so that I could give a dinner for my friends. 30 This other 

son of yours wasted your money on prostitutes. And now that 

he has come home, you ordered the best calf to be killed for a 

feast.” 

31 His father replied, “My son, you are always with me, and 

everything I have is yours. 32 But we should be glad and 

celebrate! Your brother was dead, but he is now alive. He was 

lost and has now been found.” 

 

 

 

 



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following: 
• A gift given in memory of Jodi Bonadurer from Jill Mance. 
• A gift given to Salem from the Wednesday Night Al-Anon 
group.. 
 
We are thankful to Kristen Satkas and Gil Oliva for bringing 
us the message in today’s Chancel Drama. 
 
Chancel Dramas- The first two Sundays in Advent will feature 

brief Chancel Dramas. “Finding A Way Home” and “Craving 

Meaningful Connection at Christmas” will be presented by Gil 

and Kathy Oliva and Kristen Satkas. You won’t want to miss 

these dramas that will bring you deeper into the season. 

Poinsettias -We will again be decorating the chancel with 
poinsettias. We’ll be selling them today and next Sunday, 
December 18th in Zion Hall. Prices this year are $43.00 for the 
large plants and $18.50 for the small plants. Thanks to all who 
buy a plant. ~  Sue Golick for the Worship Committee 
 

Christmas Eve/Day Services- There will be one Christmas 

Eve Service at 7:30 P.M. It will be a candlelight service. There 

will be NO service Christmas Day. We will be distributing an in-

home service to do with your family on that morning. 

Attention: All Those That Like to Sing: We are going to form 

a choir that will sing at the Christmas Eve service. There will be 

2 rehearsals, today, December 11 and  next Sunday, December 

18 right after service. You must be able to attend both 

rehearsals and Christmas Eve Service at 7:30 P.M. Please talk 

to Joni if you are interested. 

Sunday School- It's almost here...the Sunday School's 
Christmas program is fast approaching! Next Sunday,  
December 18th, is the big day and we ask that our students get 
to church a little early that morning.  If everyone is there by 9:15 
we will have time to take care of costuming and any last minute 
"to-dos".  Thanks so much for supporting our efforts to make 
this program great!  
 
Blue Christmas – Immanuel UCC, 9815 S. Campbell Avenue, 
Evergreen Park, will host a Blue Christmas Service on Wednesday, 
December 21st at 7:00 pm.  This service is for anyone struggling with 
loss or sadness this Christmas season.  It’s symbolically placed on 
the longest night of the year recognizing the deep darkness one can 
feel in this season, but it also offers hope and light.  This is a safe 
space to remember, grieve and be renewed.  Please pass the word to 
anyone struggling with loss.  All are welcome. See the insert in 
today’s bulletin. 

 
Coffee Hour- Sign up sheet and instructions for Coffee Hour 
are on the Message Center table. Thanks to all who volunteer 
and have volunteered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


